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Elevation and Bathymetry Framework Data Subcommittee
News and Activities as of December 2010

Elevation:

1. In 2011, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Office of Long Island Sound Programs (OLISP) will be making a Digital Elevation Model (DEM) for the CT coastline as well as several, sea-level rise inundation scenarios available for viewing and download via CT Environmental Conditions Online (CT ECO.)  These were produced from data collected in 2004 and 2006 and processed as part of a partnership between the CT DEP, UConn Marine Sciences, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Coastal Services Center. 

2. A proposal for an extensive LiDAR collection of coastal regions of the Northeastern U.S. (New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine) has been funded by the USGS with American Reinvestment and Recovery Act money.  The proposal, led by the Maine Office of GIS, is described as follows:

· Full or partial county LiDAR collections for all coastal areas in New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine, including many coastal watersheds and subwatersheds.  The total area proposed is 13,561 square miles in a continuous swath with no gaps, including all coastal towns in the region, towns adjacent to major tidal rivers, and other adjacent areas deemed important to the stakeholders.  Of this area, 8,979 square miles is new data, 1,056 square miles is being collected by FEMA, and 3,526 square miles of other existing data (not in CLICK or NED).  Only 58 square miles of this entire region is currently in CLICK and only 410 sq. mi. are in the 1/9th arc-second NED.

The full text of the proposal can be accessed by selecting: LiDAR for the Northeast proposal (PDF).  A recording of a webinar and an associated presentation slideshow more fully describing the details can be accessed by selecting: Overview of the Northeast LiDAR Project (WMV, PDF).
3. As part of the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) Elevation Program, USDA-NRCS in CT will be acquiring LiDAR data for use in conservation planning, design, floodplain mapping, dam safety assessments, hydrologic modeling, and soil survey.  Phase 1, which will include from the CT River and eastward, will be collected in the fall of 2010 and spring of 2011.  The remaining parts of the state, exclusive of the areas already covered by either the coastal LIDAR or the LiDAR for the Northeast Project, will captured in the future as funds allow.  The data will be collected at accuracy levels suitable to create 1 foot contours.


For more information, contact Barbara Alexander, GIS Specialist, at:


Barb.Alexander@ct.usda.gov or (860)-871-4046.
Bathymetry:

1. In June 2004, a settlement fund resulting from issues involving several Long Island Sound cable crossings, was created to provide a better understanding of the benthic environment of Long Island Sound, to help identify areas of special resource concern, and to help identify areas that may be more suitable than others for the placement of energy and other infrastructure.
     

A Cable Fund Steering Committee was established and charged with oversight of this fund and consists of members of the following agencies and organizations:
  

· State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Long Island Sound Programs;

· State of New York, Department of Environmental Conservation, Bureau of Marine Resources;

· Connecticut & New York Sea Grant offices; and

· United States Environmental Protection Agency, Regions 1 and 2 and the Long Island Sound Study Office.

The goal of the Steering Committee is to fund and conduct activities that will specifically address the intent of the fund, as well as to more broadly support the concepts of Marine Spatial Planning processes for Long Island Sound.  A priority will be to proactively address conflicts arising from proposals for energy-related infrastructure.  These efforts will also be relevant to ecosystem-based management and stewardship of marine resources.

To accomplish this, the Steering Committee has sought cooperative partnerships to assist in developing a detailed implementation strategy that marries management needs with the proper data to help increase the understanding of seafloor habitats and improve resource management.  
To date, the Steering Committee has reviewed a variety of material from previous workshops and meetings and met with the NOAA and other regional experts.  As a result, a Request for Qualifications and Interest was released in the summer of 2010.  Based on the responses received, the Steering Committee is currently evaluating how to develop and coordinate prospective long-term partnership opportunities to move forward with the most effective and appropriate seafloor mapping techniques and mechanisms for Long Island Sound.
