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 BALANCE: Many river basins in Connecticut cannot
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time. The Plan offers ideas for understanding and
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for the collection and use of scientific data, as well as
centralized access to it.
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KEY TECHNICAL FINDINGS: The following
observations summarize key interpretations of the
available scientific data included in the Plan.
 Many river basins have enough water to satisfy both
instream (ecological, recreation) and out-of-stream
(drinking, industry, agriculture, energy) needs most
of the time, but they cannot all supply these needs
during drought, or even typical summer conditions.
 Most water diversions in Connecticut were
grandfathered from permitting through a registration
process. Registered volumes do not necessarily
represent actual overallocation of water as many
remain unused or underutilized. Although there
may be practical limitations to using their maximum
capacity, full use of some unused registrations
as authorized could put rivers in jeopardy of not
meeting all instream and out-of-stream needs.

4. Water data (or access to it) should be centralized in
a single database and/or portal to other sources.

5. Consider Class B Water for individual non-potable
uses if environmentally prudent and cost-effective,
using guidelines to be developed by the WPC using
the Triple Bottom Line metrics (environmental,
social, economic).

6. Develop an education and outreach strategy
focusing on water conservation topics.

7. The WPC should provide ongoing review of other
Connecticut state plans in order to identify and
address inconsistencies.

8. Encourage regional water solutions where they are
practical and beneficial.

9. Reaffirm support for the protection of Class I
and II land contributing to water supply. Expand
protections to other watershed lands and land that
feed aquifers used for public water supply or by
private wells.

 There are opportunities to enhance the water
conservation ethic for public and private water
supply in Connecticut in cooperation with many
initiatives already advocated by water utilities.

10. Create a data-based water education program

 Climate change is likely to have a significant effect
on potential flooding in Connecticut, and could also
result in drier summers in the next 25 years. More
work is recommended on coastal impacts, longerterm effects (50 – 100 years), and basins at risk of not
satisfying all future needs.

In addition to these top priorities, the Plan includes
many more policy recommendations that are
formulated based on stakeholder consensus, as well as
recommended next steps for issues that require further
study or deliberation.

 Simulation modeling can be effective in future
evaluation of potential new water policies or
strategies within specific basins (as shown with a
demonstration).

TOP TEN CONSENSUS-BASED POLICY
PRIORITIES: Broad consensus was reached on the
following top policy recommendations in the Plan,
which can serve as guiding principles for legislation,
regulations, and water planning.

1. Water management should follow scientific
examples.

2. As possible, remove obsolete water registrations.
3. Encourage innovation in agricultural water
practices.

aimed at the general public and municipal officials.

FUTURE ROLES OF THE WATER PLANNING
COUNCIL: To date, the Water Planning Council has
been tasked by statute to oversee the development
of the State Water Plan. To effectively implement the
Plan by promoting consistent use of its data and
recommendations, the WPC has proposed that its future
roles may include:
 Early Review of Proposed Water Legislation
 Developing proposed legislation as needed
 Hiring a Water Plan “Chief” to serve as a liason
between the WPC, public, and legislature.
 Conflict avoidance and resolution through mediation
or arbitration (binding or non-binding)
 Seeking and securing funding for implementation
 Prioritizing and initiate next steps

For more information, please visit ct.gov/water
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