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Table 1. Fatal Crashes and Fatalities Involving Young Drivers (16-20 years old)

 TC "Table 41. Fatal Crashes and Fatalities Involving Young Drivers (16-20 years old)" \f C \l "3" 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total     2002-06
	% Change 2002-06

	 
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	
	

	Connecticut
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fatal Crashes
	66
	50
	55
	42
	56
	269
	-15.2%

	Young Drivers Killed
	28
	29
	29
	23
	34
	143
	21.4%

	Region
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Fatal Crashes
	246
	228
	253
	214
	203
	1144
	-17.5%

	Young Drivers Killed
	114
	119
	125
	106
	118
	582
	3.5%

	U.S.
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Fatal Crashes
	7782
	7404
	7431
	7004
	6984
	36605
	-10.3%

	Young Drivers Killed
	3734
	3588
	3538
	3382
	3406
	17648
	-8.8%


The numbers of young drivers killed each year in Connecticut has ranged from a low of 23 in 2005 to a high of 34 in 2006. The 2006 total is 21% more than the 2002 figure. Connecticut’s fatal crashes involving young drivers were 15% lower in 2006 than they were in 2002. 

Young driver fatal crash involvement in the New England Region decreased by 18% whereas young drive fatalities increased by 4% comparing 2006 with 2002. For the U.S. as a whole, young driver involvements and fatalities declined by 10% whereas fatalities declined by 8% in 2006 compared with 2002.
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Figure 1. Young Driver Fatalities as Percent of Total Fatalities TC "Figure 21. Young Driver Fatalities as Percent of Total Fatalities" \f C \l "3" 
For the years 2002-2006 young driver fatalities (Figure 21) have been between 7.8% and 8.7% of all fatalities for the U.S. as a whole. In Connecticut, young driver fatalities have fluctuated between 8.3% and 11.3% of all fatalities; in the New England Region, young drivers made up  between 8.7% and 9.7% of all fatalities.

Table 2. Fatal Crashes Involving Young Drivers (16-20 years old)
Month, Day of Week, and Time of Day Five-Year Total: 2002-2006
 TC "Table 43. Fatal Crashes Involving Young Drivers (16-20 years old)" \f C \l "3" 
	 
	Connecticut
	Region 
	U.S.

	 
	 
	 
	(N=1,144)
	(N=36,605)

	 
	(N=269)
	%
	%
	%

	MONTH
	 
	 
	
	 

	January
	22
	8.2%
	6.8%
	7.0%

	February
	14
	5.2%
	5.9%
	6.5%

	March
	18
	6.7%
	6.8%
	7.6%

	April
	23
	8.6%
	7.1%
	7.8%

	May 
	14
	5.2%
	8.7%
	9.0%

	June
	22
	8.2%
	10.1%
	9.1%

	July
	34
	12.6%
	10.1%
	9.7%

	August
	25
	9.3%
	11.3%
	9.5%

	September
	20
	7.4%
	7.1%
	8.3%

	October
	36
	13.4%
	9.1%
	9.1%

	November
	19
	7.1%
	8.6%
	8.6%

	December
	22
	8.2%
	8.5%
	7.8%

	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	DAY OF WEEK
	 
	 
	
	 

	Sunday
	46
	17.1%
	17.1%
	17.4%

	Monday
	24
	8.9%
	10.9%
	12.0%

	Tuesday
	31
	11.5%
	11.8%
	11.3%

	Wednesday
	37
	13.8%
	10.3%
	11.8%

	Thursday
	40
	14.9%
	12.7%
	11.9%

	Friday
	48
	17.8%
	17.0%
	16.1%

	Saturday
	43
	16.0%
	20.2%
	19.5%

	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	TIME OF DAY
	 
	 
	
	 

	Midnight-3am
	48
	17.8%
	17.7%
	14.1%

	3am-6am
	21
	7.8%
	7.6%
	7.4%

	6am-9am
	21
	7.8%
	6.6%
	9.5%

	9am-Noon
	8
	3.0%
	6.6%
	7.3%

	Noon-3pm
	33
	12.3%
	10.4%
	11.8%

	3pm-6pm
	36
	13.4%
	15.6%
	16.7%

	6pm-9pm
	54
	20.1%
	15.1%
	16.0%

	9pm-Midnight
	47
	17.5%
	19.2%
	16.8%

	Unknown
	1
	0.4%
	1.0%
	0.6%
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                             By Month


   By Day Sunday-Saturday 

By Time from Midnight

Table 3. Related Factors of Young Drivers Involved in a Fatal Crash
 TC "Table 45. Related Factors of Young Drivers Involved in a Fatal Crash" \f C \l "3" 
	 
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Total 2002-06

	 
	(N=67)
	(N=51)
	(N=61)
	(N=45)
	(N=58)
	(N=282)

	Factors
	%*
	%*
	%*
	%*
	%*
	%*

	none reported
	9.0%
	9.8%
	23.0%
	24.4%
	31.0%
	19.1%

	one or more factors reported
	91.0%
	90.2%
	77.0%
	75.6%
	69.0%
	80.9%

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	Top Factors
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Driving too fast…
	58.2%
	49.0%
	39.3%
	53.3%
	34.5%
	46.8%

	Inattentive
	1.5%
	0.0%
	1.6%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.7%

	Erratic, reckless manner
	4.5%
	7.8%
	3.3%
	6.7%
	6.9%
	5.7%

	Failure to keep in proper lane
	16.4%
	5.9%
	24.6%
	8.9%
	17.2%
	15.2%

	Failure to yield right of way
	7.5%
	0.0%
	4.9%
	2.2%
	3.4%
	3.9%

	*Driver may have multiple factors reported
	
	
	
	
	


In the period 2002-2006 in Connecticut, 81% of young drivers involved in fatal crashes had at least one driver-related factor reported. “Driving too fast for conditions of in excess of posted speed” was the most common factor reported, followed by “Failure to keep in proper lane” (reported in 47% and 15% of the crashes, respectively). Of the five years presented, the year 2006 had the lowest rate of “one or more factor reported” (69%). 

Table 4. Previous Speeding Convictions: Young Drivers vs. All Drivers in Fatal Crashes
Five-Year Total: 2002-2006

 TC "Table 46. Previous Speeding Convictions: Young Drivers vs. All Drivers in Fatal Crashes Five-Year Total: 2002-2006" \f C \l "3" 
	 
	Connecticut
	Region
	U.S.

	Driving History
	Young drivers
	All drivers
	Young drivers
	All drivers
	Young drivers
	All drivers

	 
	(N=282)
	%
	(N=2,068)
	%
	(N=1185)
	(N=8485)
	(N=38,247)
	(N=291,940)

	Previous Speeding
	61
	21.6%
	371
	17.9%
	25.8%
	20.4%
	21.7%
	19.7%

	* Convictions recorded within three years prior to the fatal crash
	
	
	


Compared to all drivers, a higher percentage of young drivers involved in fatal crashes have previous speeding convictions. This was observed in Connecticut (22% for young drivers, 18% for all), the New England Region (26% for young drivers, 20% for all), and the U.S. as a whole (22% for young drivers, 20% for all). 

Table 5. Fatalities in Young Drivers Related Crashes 
Young Drivers, Passengers of Young Drivers, and Other Road Users

 TC "Table 47. Fatalities in Young Drivers Related Crashes" \f C \l "3" 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	CT
	Region
	US

	 
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2002-06
	2002-06
	2002-06

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	%
	%
	%

	Victims
	(N=80)
	(N=60)
	(N=65)
	(N=50)
	(N=65)
	(N=320)
	(N=1,341)
	(N=44,149)

	Young Drivers
	28
	29
	29
	23
	34
	44.7%
	43.4%
	40.0%

	Passengers
	27
	21
	18
	14
	12
	28.8%
	28.6%
	25.6%

	Other Road Users
	25
	10
	18
	13
	19
	26.6%
	28.0%
	34.4%


Over the period 2002-2006, young drivers themselves accounted for 45% of fatalities involving young drivers. This percentage was higher than the rate for the New England Region (43%) and the U.S. (40%). Passengers of young drivers represented 29% of fatalities in Connecticut, compared to 29% and 26% in the Region and the U.S, respectively. Other road users made up 27% of fatalities in Connecticut, whereas they accounted for 28% and 34% of fatally injured persons in crashes involving young drivers in the Region and the U.S., respectively. 

