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Testimony of Brendan Campbell, MD, Director of Pediatric Trauma at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center to the Transportation Committee regarding HB 5043: An Act Concerning Teen Drivers
February 20, 2008
My name is Brendan Campbell, I am a pediatric surgeon, the Director of Pediatric Trauma at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, and a member of Governor Rell’s Task Force on Teen Driving.  I am here today to urge you to support House Bill 5043, An Act Concerning Teen Drivers .

Car crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers in Connecticut.  As a trauma surgeon I treat the injuries teenagers suffer in car crashes.  My charge as a research scientist is to study how car crash-related injuries can be prevented.    I can tell you from my experience as both a surgeon and researcher that it is easier to prevent these injuries than it is to treat them.  

Graduated Driver Licensing systems are the only proven way to reduce teenage automobile crashes and to prevent teenagers from killing themselves on Connecticut’s roads.  Graduated driver licensing allows novice teen drivers to gain knowledge, skills and experience under conditions of minimal risk.  Research in the United States and Canada has demonstrated conclusively that Graduated Driver Licensing reduces teenage driver crashes and fatalities.  The stronger we make our graduated driver licensing system the greater the reduction in teenage car crashes that we will observe.  The three fundamental elements of Graduated Driver Licensing which makes it effective are:         1) Extended learner periods 2) Nighttime driving restrictions 3) Passenger restrictions.  All three of these elements are a part of House Bill 5043.  
This committee is certain to hear a lot of what people think is good and bad about House Bill 5043.  Please remember that the only proven way to prevent teenage car crashes, and more importantly the injuries and deaths they cause, is to strengthen Connecticut’s graduated driver licensing system.  House Bill 5043 does just that.  As a surgeon, a scientist, and most importantly as a parent – I urge you to find a way to make this bill law.
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