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I.
INTRODUCTION

· Resident of West Hartford

· Attorney

· Member of Governor's Teen Safe Driving Task Force, as a parent:  17 year-old-son died in one car accident on Interstate 84 in Plainville in December 2006

· Co-chair of Task Force subcommittee whose January 25, 2008 recommendations were accepted by full Task Force and then Governor Rell, and became H.B. 5043
· Want to explain briefly basis of these recommendations

II.
TASK FORCE'S CHARGE AND PROCESS


A.
Task Force formed in November 2007; first meeting December 7, 2007

B.
Charge from Governor:

1.
Make recommendations by end of January that could be considered by legislature's 2008 session
2.
Formulate all other recommendations for final report due May 2008
3.
Thus, H.B. 5043 is Task Force's SHORT TERM recommendations – the obvious statutory amendments and easiest to implement
4.
At this time, subcommittees are looking at LONG-TERM issues, including:

· parent education and involvement

· driver training curriculum

· technology to monitor teen driving

· high school checkpoints

· teen vehicle identification

· reporting and enforcement coordination among police, DOT, DMV, Courts, and parents
III.
SHORT TERM RECOMMENDATIONS / BASIS FOR H.B. 5043

A.
Overall, for teen driving



1.
Mountains of research



2.
Clear, identifiable causes of accidents and deaths


3.
Clear, compelling data regarding scope of problem in Connecticut; and



4.
Clear direction about how we can improve

B.
Causes of teen driver accidents and fatalities:



1.
Inadequate hours of training



2.
Speeding



3.
Alcohol and drug use



4.
Passengers



5.
Cell phones / I-Pods / technological distractions


6.
Non-use of seat belts



7.
Inexperience with night driving and bad weather conditions

8.
Slower teenage mental development / lower perception of risk and danger

C.
Connecticut's public health and safety problem with teen driving:


1.
Driving is leading cause of teen injuries and deaths


2.
Connecticut 2006:  50 fatalities:

· 24 teen drivers

· 14 teen passengers

· 12 other operators

3.
Connecticut 2006:  teen injury and crash rate 39 percent higher than 
35-49 year olds
4.
First three months of unsupervised driving are riskiest
5.
At 20 required hours of learner's permit instruction, Connecticut is among LOWEST IN U.S.

6.
Teens using cell phones have crash rates 4 times 35-49 year olds
7.
Most dangerous hours for teens are 2:00 – 7:00 p.m. for crashes, 
10:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. for fatalities
IV.
H.B. 5043 – TAKES DIRECT AIM AT WEAKEST PARTS OF CONNECTICUT'S TEEN DRIVER LAWS

A.
Closes loophole regarding seatbelts

B.
Lengthens and strengthens passenger restrictions
C.
Provides suspensions instead of just fines for moving violations, including speeding and cell phone use

D.
Increases training hours from 20 to 50 – at 50, equal to national average
E.
Puts curfew back from midnight to 11:00 p.m., subject to same exceptions as in current law:
· bona fide school activity or employment

· medical

· religious

· "Safe Rides"

V.
TWO OBSERVATIONS ABOUT PASSENGER RESTRICTIONS, CELL PHONES, CURFEWS, AND SEAT BELTS:

A.
Some will argue:  police can't enforce effectively, so we should not impose


1.
A false argument
2.
Data clearly show public health and safety problem:  teens crash and teens die

· when they have passengers

· when out after 10:00 – 11:00 p.m.

· when using cell phones

· when they don't wear seat belts
3.
Parents have a role in compliance, but State needs to identify what safe standard is, regardless of whether it can be thoroughly enforced
4.
Ask Committee to stick with clear data here about what safety standard should be
B.
H.B. 5043 does not impose new types of restrictions – only longer restrictions and greater penalties for violations
Thank you.
498852

PAGE  
- 3 -

