STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On November 23, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on November 23, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman 





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 16, 2009.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to accept the minutes of November 16, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS

Change in Meeting Schedule.  Staff reported that the changes in the Board’s meeting schedule for the weeks of November 23 (one meeting, this day) and November 30, 2009 (two meetings:  December 1 and December 3) were communicated to the Office of the Secretary of the State.
VISITORS

At 9:45, Andrea Keilty, Staff Counsel & Legislative Liaison, Department of Administrative Services joined the meeting to discuss a legislative proposal sponsored by Public Works.  The proposal was also introduced in the 2009 session as SB 1155.  It would reduce the number of contracts subject to Board review by raising the threshold for fees reviewed from $100,000 to $300,000.  The Board and Attorney Keilty discussed the specifics of the legislative proposal, with the Board expressing their reasons for opposing the change in statute:

● Increasing the threshold for Board review of consultant contracts from $100,000 to $300,000 will eliminate any meaningful oversight of consultant services contracts. For example, in the FY ending 06/30/2009, the Board reviewed and approved 99 design professional contracts (including commission letters, task letters and contract amendments) that had a total value of $76,861,921. If the threshold for 
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review had been $300,000, the number of consultant service agreements reviewed by the Board would have decreased 75.5%; from a total of 99 to a total of 24 contracts, commission letters, task letters and contract amendments.

● In 2007, responding affirmatively to a DPW sponsored bill, the threshold for Board review of consultant contracts was revised by the Legislature from $50,000 to $100,000.  A further threshold increase is not supported by inflation.  Since 2007, the Turner Building Cost Index has decreased 3.87% through the third quarter of 2009.  The Index is determined by movements in labor rates, worker productivity, material prices, and the competitive condition of the marketplace.

● Concerning the fiscal impact of the proposal, in the six (6) fiscal years ending June 2009, the Board’s recommendations to revise consultant contracts saved the State $1,092,377. Therefore, given the magnitude of the decrease in contracts that will be subject to Board review, a significant decrease in direct cash savings to the State must be anticipated.

● The Board’s review time for the 99 consultant contracts processed the past FY was an average of 12.3 days per proposal, including weekends and holidays. Public Works’ average processing time for these same contracts was 263.5 calendar days. Therefore, any savings in time realized by Public Works under the proposal is negligible.

The Board and Attorney Keilty had a general discussion of the Board’s review process and savings to the State as a result of Board actions.
Attorney Keilty left the meeting at 10:55 a.m.

REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion 
passed unanimously.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
Origin/Client:       DPW / DPW
PRB #
09
-
298
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / "On-Call"
On Call #:
OC-DPW-CIV-0021, Engineer-Civil/Survey
Statutory Disclosure Exemptions:  1-210(b)(7) and 4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion concerning the subject “On-Call” Contract at 11:00 a.m. and concluded at 11:05 a.m. 

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-298 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-298.  The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned.
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