STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On November 6, 2007

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on November 6, 2007 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Pasquale A. Pepe, Chairman




Edwin S. Greenberg, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Bennett Millstein
Members Absent:
Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director



Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Pepe called the meeting to order.

Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 9, 2007.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to accept the minutes of October 9, 2007.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
Reimbursement of Expenses.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve reimbursement of meeting and mileage fees to Mr. Pepe for his inspection of property in Danbury on November 4, 2007 (PRB File #07-287).  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to approve reimbursement of meeting and mileage fees to Mr. Pepe for his attendance at a meeting with Assistant Attorney General Robert Clark at the State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut, on November 5, 2007 to discuss the billboard appeal process under Public Act 07-141 and Public Act 07-5 (June special session).  The motion passed unanimously.
State Bond Commission.  Mr. Babiarz reported that a special meeting of the State Bond Commission will be held on Friday, November 9, 2007 at 10:30 a.m. in Room #1-E of the Legislative Office Building.  He noted that items on the Bond Agenda were to provide funds for the Asnuntuck Community-Technical College and other school building projects.
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Assignment and Assumption of “On-Call” Contract OC-DPW-HAZ-0005.  Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with an e-mail he received from Denise Gumpper, Attorney, Department of Public Works, dated November 5, 2007, concerning the assignment and assumption of an “on-call” contract for hazardous materials abatement design consultant (See Attachment A).  The “on-call” contract OC-DPW-HAZ-0005 expires in September 22, 2008.  This contract was approved by the Board on September 18, 2006 and $494,754 remains on the contract.  He said that on April 2, 2007, EnviroScience Consultants, Inc. (to whom the contract was assigned) was assumed by Fuss & O’Neill EnviroScience, LLC.  Mr. Babiarz said that Attorney Gumpper inquired as to whether or not the assignment and assumption required Board approval.  He indicated that this type of transaction does not require Board approval and so advised Attorney Gumpper.
Billboards.  Ms. Goodhouse stated that she, Mr. Pepe and Mr. Babiarz met with Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Robert Clark on Monday, November 5, 2007 to discuss the billboard appeal and hearing process pursuant to Public Act 07-141 and Public Act 07-5 (June special session).  She said that AAG Clark provided them with a “sample” of the Department of Environmental Protection regulations relative to revocation of licenses.  Ms. Goodhouse said that a discussion ensued about adopting regulations and the statutory provision(s) that would give the Board the authority to adopt regulations.  She provided the Board with a copy of the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act (UAPA) together with a list of the Connecticut General Assembly Regulations Review Committee members.  Ms. Goodhouse noted that UAPA is very detailed as to how to conduct hearings.  She said that UAPA indicates that an Agency must publish its mission and regulations within five (5) months from the passage of the Act.  Ms. Goodhouse noted that AAG Clark reviewed the legislative transcript regarding the billboard appeal process and could not find any discussion or information concerning this issue.  She said that AAG Clark indicated that he would research this matter further.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
07
-
287
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Release of Easement
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
34-000(MISC)-23A
Grantee:
Wallin, Wesley A., Jr., et al

Property:
NW/S of Federal Road (State Road 805), DANBURY  CT
Project Purpose:
DOT, Release of Easement, Danbury
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Item Purpose:
Release of a full and perpetual easement, within an area of 5,201+/- sq. ft., 


together with any rights, title or interest the State has or may have in the 


portion of the former Danbury-New Milford Road contained within, to 


Grantee for assemblage.

Mr. Pepe reported on his site inspection of the subject 5,201+/- sq. ft. full and perpetual easement area that the Department of Transportation (DOT) proposes to release to the sole abutter for a total sales price of $111,500 (includes an administrative fee of $1,000).  He said that the easement area is located within what formerly was a right-of-way for the Danbury-New Milford Road (old Route 7), now re-named Federal Road (Route 805).  The DOT will release the easement along with any rights, title, or interests the State has or may have in this parcel, except for any easements for existing utilities reserved in favor of the State or its assigns.
Mr. Pepe stated that the entire site is 2.00 acres, but only 30,000 sq. ft. of the area is usable.  He said that Appraiser Walter Kloss valued the release of easement at $21.25 per sq. ft. ($21.25 per sq. ft. x 5,201 sq. ft. = $110,521.50, say $110,500.  
Based upon his review, Mr. Pepe recommended Board approval.

PRB #
07
-
306
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Voucher
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
090-095-003
Grantor:
Farias, Frank R., et al

Property:
13 Musket Ridge Road, NEW FAIRFIELD  CT
Project Purpose:
Agreement for Just Compensation, Replacement of Bridge No. 05106,


Musket Ridge Road over Ball Pond Brook, New Fairfield

Item Purpose:
Acquisition of 901+/- sq. ft. of land, in fee; easements to install riprap; to 


install temporary turbidity control curtain; to install temporary cofferdam; 


to slope for support of highway; and for temporary work area, and rights.

Ms. Goodhouse that the subject Agreement for Just Compensation, valued at $10,000, is for the acquisition of easements and rights required by the Department of Transportation (DOT) in connection with the replacement of Musket Ridge Road over Ball Pond Brook, New Fairfield.  Compensation is as follows:
Description of Taking
Value
Total
Take in fee simple
901 SF X $5.00/SF
$  4,505.00

Trees & Vegetation

$  2,200.00
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Slope Easement
176 SF X 10% X $5.00
$       88.00

Temporary Construction Easement
1,225 SF X 2 years X 20% X $5.00
$  2,450.00

Temporary Construction Easement
128 SF X 2 years X 10% X $5.00
$     128.00

Easements to install rip rap, etc.
43 SF X 10% X $5.00
$       21.50
Total, Original DOT Estimate

$  9,392.50

Total, Rounded

$  9,400.00

Loss of screening, privacy
Agreed through negotiation
$     600.00

Total

$10,000.00

Ms. Goodhouse said that Board approval is recommended for the following reasons:

1. The acquisition complies with Section 13a-73(c) of the CGS which governs the acquisition of property by the commissioner of transportation for highway purposes.

2. The settlement seems reasonable and in the best interest of the State and its approval will enable the State to avoid the expenses and inconveniences of the litigation process which could possibly result in a more costly judgment.

PRB #
07
-
307
Transaction/Contract Type: 
RE / Sale
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
(56)180-14-11A
Grantee:
Town of Greenwich

Property:
S/S of Connecticut Route 15 (Merritt Parkway) and W/S of Lake Avenue,


GREENWICH  CT

Project Purpose:
DOT, Sale of Excess Property, Greenwich (pursuant to Special Act 07-11, 


Section 30)
Item Purpose:
Release of 4.35+/- acres of conforming, vacant land for use by the Town 


for open space and passive recreational purposes only; with reversion to 


the State if not used for the purposes intended.

Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the subject Quitclaim to the Town of Greenwich, which is consistent with the provisions of Special Act No. 07-11, Section 30, for the following reasons:

1. The Quit Claim Deed complies with Section 30 of Special Act No. 07-11 wherein the commissioner of transportation is required to convey the subject property to the Town of Greenwich.  The Act specifies that administrative costs are allowed, which are recited in the deed as $1,000.
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2. The legal description in the Quit Claim Deed agrees with the release map.

3. The Treasurer approved the Deed on October 10, 2007.

4. The property reverts to the State if the town does not retain ownership, leases the property, or does not use the property for open space and passive recreational purposes.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #07-287 – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-287.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #07-306 – Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-306.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #07-307 – Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-307.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
