STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On October 25, 2007

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on October 25, 2007 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Edwin S. Greenberg, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Bennett Millstein

Members Absent:
Pasquale A. Pepe, Chairman

Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Vice Chairman Musumeci called the meeting to order.

Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

COMMUNICATIONS
Midterm Adjustments to the FY 2009 Budget – Reduction Adjustment.  Mr. Babiarz advised the Board that he received notification from the Department of Administrative Services, Business Office, that the Office of Policy and Management contacted them and indicated that the Board must submit a 5% reduction option for its budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.  He said that the Board’s total budget for FY 2009 is $515,046 and 5% of that amount is $25,752.  Since it is not feasible to reduce the Personal Services budget, the $25,752 would have to be deducted from Other Expenses, should it be necessary to do so.  The Other Expenses budget for FY 2009 would be reduced from $189,244 to $163,492.
Billboard Hearings.  Ms. Goodhouse said that given the possibility that the Board may have to hold hearings relative to billboard appeals in accordance with Public Act 07-141 and Public Act 07-5 (June special session), she has discussed with Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Robert Clark the Board’s need to draft regulations.  After reading the legislation, she said that AAG Clark believes the Board would have to afford an owner (the aggrieved party) and the Department of Transportation a high level of due process (i.e., formal hearing, testimony, etc.).  She said that if the Board receives an appeal and has to conduct formal hearings, there would definitely be a fiscal impact to the Agency, which is unknown at this time.  However, Ms. Goodhouse said that DOT contends that it does not acquire billboards because they view them as personal property.
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State Project No. 106-116 – West Haven Railroad project.  Ms. Goodhouse provided the Board with additional information she has received from Derrick Ireland, DOT Project Manager for the West Haven Railroad Station (See Attachment A).  
DOT – Voucher – Middletown.  Ms. Goodhouse advised the Board that the Department of Transportation (DOT) submitted a voucher to acquire easements to a property located on Route 66, Middletown.  During a cursory review, an error was found in the manner in which the “takings” were calculated.  She said that an easement for drainage right-of-way consisted of an area of 4,831 sq. ft. but it was calculated only at 483 sq. ft., which would result in paying the owner far less than the negotiated unit value of $7.75 per sq. ft. (based on an Estimate of Compensation).  Mr. Babiarz said that if the easement area was calculated at 4,831 sq. ft., the value would be over $26,000 for the “takings”, which would require an appraisal.  
Ms. Goodhouse and Mr. Babiarz said that given the magnitude of the error, it is recommended that the file be returned to DOT, to which the Board concurred.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS

PRB #
07
-
290
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Sale
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
61-132-3B
Grantee:
Town of Hamden

Property:
Northerly and Southerly sides of Present Putnam Avenue (vicinity of


Dixwell Avenue), HAMDEN  CT

Project Purpose:
DOT, Sale of Excess Property, Hamden

Item Purpose:
Release of 4,573+/- sq. ft. of land and associated full & perpetual easements


to slope for safety of the highway (1,288+/- sq. ft); to slope for the support



of the highway (3,072+/- sq. ft.); for drainage right-of-way (340+/- sq. ft.);



and to construct a bus shelter (200+/- sq. ft.), as well as 3 full & perpetual



easements (two to install a metal beam rail [30 linear feet each] and one to 



slope for support of the highway [1,664+/- sq. ft.]), to the Town for highway 



purposes.
Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the release of 4,573+/- sq. ft. of land and associated easements as described above to the Town of Hamden for highway purposes.  She noted that there is no monetary consideration for the release.
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Ms. Goodhouse indicated that the Town of Hamden and the Department of Transportation (DOT) entered into an agreement (August 1995) under which DOT acquired land for the realignment of the intersection of Route 10 (Dixwell Avenue) and Putnam Avenue.  Upon completion of construction, DOT agreed to release all properties and rights acquired to the Town of Hamden for highway purposes.
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

PRB #
07
-
254
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
Contract No.:
BI-RT-836-ARC
Project No.:
BI-RT-836
Origin/Client
DPW / DOE           Amendment #1
Consultant:
Antinozzi Associates, P.C.  

Property:
 School for Aviation Maintenance, Brainard Airport, adjacent to existing



 East-West Runway/South of Control Tower, HARTFORD  CT  06120

Project Purpose:
 New School for Aviation Maintenance Technicians 

Item Purpose:
Compensates Architect for contract documents revision resulting from 



increased construction budget; providing an A-2 survey; traffic study and 



related work; construction phase geotechnical special inspection services; 



and expanded construction administration services.

Mr. Babiarz reported that at its meeting on October 22, 2007, the Board voted to suspend the subject Contract Amendment pending receipt of information from the Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aviation and Ports, concerning the future of Brainard Airport.  Mr. Babiarz said that Mr. Cramer raised a question about Brainard Airport’s future because he heard there could be a possibility that Brainard Airport might be sold for development.  

Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a sketch of Brainard Airport that he received from Richard Jaworski, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Aviation and Ports, which shows the location where the new aviation school will be constructed (See Attachment B).   He said that according to Mr. Jaworski, the DOT has no plans to sell the airport.  Mr. Babiarz did note, however, that there appears to be some dispute concerning the square footage of the building and land to be leased. 
Based upon the information received, Mr. Babiarz recommended Board approval of Amendment #1.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
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PRB #
07
-
296
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Commission Letter
Contract No.:
BI-EE-85
Project No.:
BI-EE-85/Subproject BI-EE-85B  Origin/Client:  DPW / DOC     CL #18
Consultant:
The S/L/A/M Collaborative, Inc. 

Property:
Connecticut Correctional Center, CHESHIRE  CT
Project Purpose:
Renovations to the North Block and 300-Cell Addition, Connecticut


Correctional Center, Cheshire
Item Purpose:
Final negotiated payment for an additional 500 man-hour days of extended 



construction administration services encompassing the time period from 



11/15/2003 to 4/4/2004, relating to the interior renovations of the last phase 



of construction.

Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a copy of his memorandum, dated October 23, 2007, concerning his in-depth review of the history of the subject project starting with the Board’s approval of the Contract in 1988 and subsequent Commission Letters, in addition to the proposed Commission Letter #18 (See Attachment C).
Mr. Babiarz said that Board approval is recommended as follows:

Notwithstanding that the Architect’s additional compensation for Construction Administration (CA) services appears defensible and overdue, Public Works should disclose why the Architect billed a total of $433,565 for additional CA services from 1992 through 1996 when the Board is advised that Phase 1 of the Cheshire Correctional construction project commenced on June 21, 1999.

Additionally, Public Works should consider abandoning the practice of posting all consultant fees (re-design, contract document revisions, special consultant services, sub-consultant fees, etc.) to Construction Administration during the construction phase.  In the event of a claim, this practice exposes Public Works to excess Claims Analyst fees and is difficult to defend on the basis of cost accounting principles and practices.

He said that additional information, which has been placed in storage, is forthcoming from the Department of Public relative to the General Contractor, Vinco, Inc.
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER

STATE PROPERTIES REVIEW BOARD

Minutes of Meeting, October 25, 2007

Page 5

The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #07-254 – Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-254.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #07-290 – Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-290.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #07-296 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #07-296.  The Board requested that the approval memo be held pending receipt of additional information from the Department of Public Works concerning the General Contractor.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
