STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On October 22, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on October 22, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman 





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  
[ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS]
PRB #
09
-
240
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0017, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
Consulting Engineering Services, Inc. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Engineer - Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

 Services

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase maximum fee from $500,000 to 



$700,000; an increase of $200,000.

PRB #
09
-
241
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0018, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
Clough, Harbour & Associates LLP 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Engineer - Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

 Services
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Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase maximum fee from $500,000 to 



$700,000; an increase of $200,000.

PRB #
09
-
242
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0020, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
BL Companies Connecticut, Inc.

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Engineer - Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

 Services

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase maximum fee from $500,000 to 



$700,000; an increase of $200,000.

PRB #
09
-
250
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0016, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
Lindgren & Sharples, P.C. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Engineer - Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

 Services

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase maximum fee from $500,000 to 



$700,000; an increase of $200,000.

PRB #
09
-
251
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0019, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW           Amendment #1
Consultant:
Fuss & O'Neill, Inc. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT 

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Engineer - Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing 

 Services

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase maximum fee from $500,000 to 



$700,000; an increase of $200,000.

Bruce Bockstael, Administrator of Client Teams, Department of Public Works, joined the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  
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The subject On-Calls are the 7th in a series of Mechanical, Electrical, & Plumbing Engineering Support Services Contracts (MEP) awarded by the Department of Public Works (DPW) since 1996 to augment State personnel in the preparation of design plans, specifications, estimates and studies for various projects throughout the State.

In response to questions from Mr. Cramer, Mr. Bockstael noted that the request for the Amendment to increase the maximum total cumulative fee from $500,000 to $700,000 was unusual.  Public Works responds to agency requests for MEP services, and had not anticipated the increase in the number of requests for MEP services that came from the Connecticut State University System (CSU).  Under the “CSU 2020 Program” approved last year by the General Assembly, CSU would receive $95 million each year for five years for improvements to the state university system.  Consequently, CSU’s needs were exhausting the fees available through the current MEP on-call contracts.
In response to questions about other funding for these tasks, Mr. Bockstael said that most tasks are funded by state agencies’ budgeted amounts for operational costs.

Mr. Cramer noted several tasks for MEP services over $100,000, and said that these did not represent minor projects, but major projects that should be put out to competitive bid.  There followed a general discussion of the on-call contract process and its principal benefit in allowing DPW to respond in a timely manner to agency needs for engineering and architectural services.  Mr. Bockstael said that it would take six months to advertise and receive approval for a formal contract.  Ms. Musumeci asked if DPW intended to propose the future MEP on-call contracts have a cumulative fee of $700,000, and Mr. Bockstael responded in the negative.
Mr. Bockstael left the meeting at 9:52 a.m.
COMMUNICATIONS

Meeting concerning Central Connecticut State University.  Ms. Goodhouse notified the Board members that the meeting planned for today’s agenda with representatives of the Connecticut State University system, Central Connecticut State University, and Department of Public Works, has been postponed to a future meeting date due to unforeseen events.  The purpose is to discuss the next phase of improvements at Central Connecticut State University.

Meeting concerning Concession Agreement between DOT and Project Service LLC.  Ms. Goodhouse notified the Board that representatives from DOT will attend the Board’s October 29, 2009 meeting to discuss the executed agreement regarding the service plazas along the State highway system.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
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PRB #
09
-
239
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Voucher
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
112-112-4
Grantor:
Ginter, Lucia K., et al

Property:
505 Main Street (Route 17A), PORTLAND  CT

Project Purpose:
Agreement for Just Compensation, Culvert Replacement on Route 17A,


Portland

Item Purpose:
To acquire a 2,975+/- sq. ft. temporary work area easement and right to 


install rock weirs, riprap and re-grade channel; with contributory value 


for loss of natural vegetation.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that for the replacement of an existing culvert on the southerly side of Route 17A, Main Street, Portland, the Department of Transportation (DOT) will acquire an easement for a temporary  work  area  of  2,975 sq. ft.   The easement will automatically  terminate upon completion of 5’ x 4’ concrete box culvert, end walls and associated channel grading.  DOT will also install rock weirs and riprap.  The subject parcel is a .2256-acre parcel improved with a single-family dwelling.  The zone is R-15, a residential zone.  As shown in the photograph provided, mature trees and privacy screening vegetation located in the temporary work area will be removed, except for a blue spruce and a ginkgo tree.

Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval of this DOT proposal because the conveyance complies with Section 13a-73(c) which governs the acquisition of property by the commissioner of transportation for highway purposes; and the estimate of compensation justifies the cost of the acquisition.  The negotiated settlement of $8,200, which is 6.5% above the appraised value of $7,700, is based on DOT Property Agent Raymond Boucher analysis of 22 residential land sales that occurred in Portland between July 2006 and June 2009.

Ms. Goodhouse stated that approximately 80% of the subject's aforementioned frontage contains an ornamental and natural landscaped privacy screening and noise abatement barrier that is mature and dense and effectively obscures and secludes the subject's house from the traveling public.  However, in order to construct Transportation’s proposed improvement project the aforementioned landscaping, except for a blue spruce and ginkgo tree, will be removed.  In an attempt to mitigate this "opening up" of the subject property CTDOT will re-plant a portion of the area with "young" and less dense plantings.  Mr. Boucher determined that lost ornamental and natural landscaped privacy screening and noise abatement barrier contributed five percent to the subject property's land value.
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
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OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:

PRB FILE #09-239  – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-239.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILES #09-240 THROUGH #09-242 and #09-250 THROUGH #09-251 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB Files #09-240 through #09-242 and #09-250 through #09-251, with the requirement that future series of “on-call” contracts for mechanical/electrical/plumbing services will not have a cumulative fee in excess of $500,000.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.
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