STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On August 27, 2007

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on August 27, 2007 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Pasquale A. Pepe, Chairman
Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Edwin S. Greenberg, Secretary




Paul F. Cramer, Jr.




Bruce Josephy





Bennett Millstein
Staff Present:

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary
Staff Absent:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director
David L. Labossiere, Temporary Worker Retiree

Chairman Pepe called the meeting to order.
Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2007.  Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to accept the minutes of August 16, 2007.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
State Bond Commission.  Ms. Candelario informed the Board that the State Bond Commission meeting scheduled for August 31, 2007 has been cancelled.  The next scheduled meeting is September 28, 2007.
Inventory to be Processed.  Ms. Candelario advised the Board that a Department of Correction License Agreement was received and processed on August 24, 2007.  This item is being given to the Board for review and will be on Thursday’s agenda (August 30, 2007) for discussion.  At this time, there are no proposals in inventory to be processed.

J.M. Wright Technical School, Stamford.  Mr. Greenberg commented that he read a newspaper article regarding the legality of a lease with Trailblazers for space at J.M. Wright Technical School, which is slated for a renovation project.  He requested that Board staff research its files to determine if the Board had approved a lease for Trailblazers.
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REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
07
-
242
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0010, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
Diversified Technology Consultants, Inc. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing Engineer 

 Contract

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase fee; adds Executive Order 


Nos. 7C and 14 as Section EE; references the Summary of State Ethics 


Laws, Annual Certification, and Campaign Contribution Restriction Provision.

PRB #
07
-
243
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0012, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
BVH Integrated Services, Inc. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing Engineer 

 Contract

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase fee; adds Executive Order 


Nos. 7C and 14 as Section EE; references the Summary of State Ethics 


Laws, Annual Certification, and Campaign Contribution Restriction Provision.

PRB #
07
-
244
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0013, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
LMG Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
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Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing Engineer 

 Contract

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase fee; adds Executive Order 


Nos. 7C and 14 as Section EE; references the Summary of State Ethics 


Laws, Annual Certification, and Campaign Contribution Restriction Provision.

PRB #
07
-
245
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
On Call #:
OC-DPW-MEP-0014, Engineer/MEP
Project No.:
Origin/Client
DPW / DPW          Amendment #1
Consultant:
Consulting Engineering Services, Inc. 

Property:
 Various Sites, STATEWIDE  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Amendment One to "On-Call" Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing Engineer 

 Contract

Item Purpose:
Amends Section E of Contract to increase fee; adds Executive Order 


Nos. 7C and 14 as Section EE; references the Summary of State Ethics 


Laws, Annual Certification, and Campaign Contribution Restriction Provision.

Ms. Candelario reported that PRB Files #07-242 through #07-245 are First Amendments to “on-call” Contracts OC-DPW-MEP-0010, OC-DPW-MEP-0012, OC-DPW-MEP-0013 and OC-DPW-MEP-0014.  The purpose of the Amendments is to amend Section E of the Contract to increase the fee from $300,000 to $500,000.  Reportedly, the Department of Public Works (DPW) had intended for these Contracts to be advertised with a value of $500,000, but the advertisement mistakenly was written for $300,000.
Mr. Cramer expressed concern in approving these Contract Amendments because he believes other consultants would have been interested in bidding for the work if the advertisement had been initially written for $500,000.

Bruce Bockstael, Chief Architect and Roberta Avery, Attorney III, Department of Public Works, joined the meeting at 10:19 a.m.

Mr. Cramer indicated that he is not inclined to approve the Contract Amendments for “On-Call” Contracts OC-DPW-MEP-0010, OC-DPW-MEP-0012, OC-DPW-MEP-0013 and OC-DPW-MEP-0014, which proposes to increase the dollar value of the Contracts from $300,000 to $500,000, because he believes other consultants may have been precluded from bidding for the work.
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Mr. Bockstael stated that DPW made a decision to spread the selection process of “On-Call” Contracts over a two-year rotation basis in an attempt to avoid additional costs resulting from a yearly selection process and to avoid unnecessary delays.

Mr. Bockstael indicated that the advertisement for the subject MEP contracts had already been published for $300,000.  The DPW decided to leave the advertisement “as is” with the intent and understanding that the Contracts would be amended to increase the dollar value to $500,000.  He noted that from this point forward, DPW will be writing “On-Call” Contracts for $500,000.  Mr. Bockstael also commented that DPW’s request to amend the dollar value on the subject MEP contracts is because four of the six MEP consultants are close to reaching the maximum dollar limit.

Ms. Avery informed the Board that DPW will be advertising for new MEP contracts in September 2007 in order to have new Contracts in place by Spring 2008, when the subject MEP contracts expire.  She said that even if DPW were to advertise for new MEP’s today, the earliest possible date for contracts to be in place would be December 2007, noting that this is an overly optimistic time schedule.  Ms. Avery commented that the maximum cumulative fee is an availability cap and not an obligated amount.
Mr. Josephy asked if there is an immediate need for the MEP discipline.  Mr. Bockstael said that the MEP discipline is one of the most active and in great demand.

Ms. Musumeci asked how many firms applied to the original advertisement.  Mr. Bockstael stated that approximately 30 firms responded, not all of which have MEP services as its primary discipline.

Mr. Bockstael and Ms. Avery left the meeting at 10:27 a.m.

Mr. Millstein expressed concern that if the subject MEP contracts run out of funds and DPW has an immediate need for “on-call” MEP services prior to having new contracts in place, it could potentially hold up projects.

After further discussion, the Board agreed that the subject “on-call” Contract Amendments should be approved with the following note:

Notwithstanding the Board’s approval of the Amendments to increase the maximum cumulative not-to-exceed fee from $300,000 to $500,000, in the future, such Amendments should be avoided by anticipating the Department’s consulting needs.
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
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The Board took the following vote in Open Session:

PRB FILES #07-242 THROUGH #07-245 – Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB Files #07-242, #07-243, #07-244 and #07-245 with the following comment:
Notwithstanding the Board’s approval of the Amendments to increase the maximum cumulative not-to-exceed fee from $300,000 to $500,000, in the future, such Amendments should be avoided by anticipating the Department’s consulting needs.
The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
