STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On August 24, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on August 24, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Pasquale A. Pepe


Members Absent: 
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman


Staff Present:

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 

Vice Chairman Musumeci called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 13, 2009.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to accept the minutes of August 13, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 17, 2009.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to accept the minutes of August 17, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNICATIONS

State Bond Commission.   Ms. Goodhouse reported that the State Bond Commission Meeting scheduled for August 28, 2009 has been cancelled.

West Haven Railroad Station.  As follow up to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) transaction to acquire an easement to construct and maintain a platform and canopy in connection with the construction of a train station in West Haven, which was approved by the Board on August 20, 2009 (PRB File #09-184), Ms. Goodhouse reported that DOT informed her that the construction of the new West Haven Railroad Station will be accomplished with State funding.  She said that bond authorization for the construction has not yet been received; however, funding is in place for land acquisition.
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REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
Jennifer Ponte, Project Manager, Office of Housing Development and Finance, Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), and Michael J. Brett, Executive Director, Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (HAHFH), joined the meeting at 9:47 a.m.
PRB #
09
-
186
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director 

Property:
68 (N/S) Marguerite Avenue at Joyce Street, BLOOMFIELD  CT  

Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 0.16+/- acre of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.

PRB #
09
-
187
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director 

Property:
72 (N/S) Marguerite Avenue, BLOOMFIELD  CT  

Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 0.14+/- acre of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.

PRB #
09
-
188
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director 

Property:
75 (S/S) Marguerite Avenue, BLOOMFIELD  CT  
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Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 0.23+/- acre of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.
PRB #
09
-
189
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property 
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director

Property:
N/S Cottage Grove Rd. (Conn. Rte. 218) a/k/a 91 Marguerite Avenue, 

BLOOMFIELD  CT  

Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 16,600+/- sq. ft. of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.

PRB #
09
-
190
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director 

Property:
6 (E/S) Packard Street, BLOOMFIELD  CT  

Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 0.11+/- acre of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.

PRB #
09
-
191
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DECD / DECD
Grantee:
Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
Representative:
Michael J. Brett, Executive Director 
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Property:
9 (W/S) Packard Street, BLOOMFIELD  CT  

Project Purpose:
Department of Economic and Community Development, Conveyance of 

State Land (pursuant to C.G.S., Sec. 8-37y)

Item Purpose:
Release of 0.16+/- acre of vacant land, to a non-profit organization for low 



or moderate-income housing, with reversion to State if not developed for 



affordable housing purposes within 2 years of transfer, as stipulated.

The six proposals referenced above were discussed with Ms. Ponte of DECD and Mr. Brett of HAHFH.  The DECD will convey to HAHFH six properties for the construction of single-family residences, subject to the compliance with regulations adopted under C.G.S. Section 8-37y which specifies procedures for transferring property to qualified buyers for rehabilitation or construction of affordable housing.

Mr. Brett described the Habitat model for creating and maintaining affordable housing.  The homes are built almost entirely by Habitat families and volunteers.  Construction materials are donated or purchased with contributed funds.  The completed homes are sold at no profit.    He said that the qualified homebuyers are wage earners whose incomes are 50% of the area median family income (for Bloomfield, qualified applicants would earn ½ of $85,100).  These are families who do not qualify for conventional bank financing.  Mr. Brett said that families must be willing to make a 1/5 down payment of the construction cost of their home (1% of $108,000), and contribute 150 hours per adult of “sweat equity” to the construction of the home.  In addition, families must attend financial management classes and workshops on home repair.  He indicated that The monthly mortgage payments (to HAHFH at 0% interest) include tax and insurance escrows, as well as a reserve for maintenance of the homes.  Habitat has a Family Services Director who assists the homeowners with support and problem-solving.

Mr. Brett noted that since its founding in 1989, HAHFH has completed 172 homes.

VOTES ON PRB FILES #09-186 THROUGH #09-191.  Ms. Musumeci called for a motion to approve the six transfers to HAHFH.  Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB Files #09-186, #09-187, #09-188, #09-189, #09-190, and #09-191.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Ponte and Mr. Brett left the meeting at 10:10 a.m.
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
PRB #
09
-
182
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease
Origin/Client:
DPW / DCF
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27

The Board commenced its discussion relative to the subject lease proposal at 10:11 a.m. and concluded at 10:13 a.m.
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER – UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following vote in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-182 – Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-182.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

MG/ALC
