
STATE PROPERTIES REVIEW BOARD 
  

Minutes of Meeting Held On August 6, 2015 
State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut 

  
The State Properties Review Board held its regular meeting on August 6, 2015 in the State Office 
Building. 
 
   Members Present: Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman 

Bennett Millstein, Vice Chairman  
Bruce Josephy, Secretary 
Mark A. Norman 
Pasquale A. Pepe 
John P. Valengavich 
 

Staff Present:    Brian A. Dillon, Director 
Mary Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner    

 
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.  
  
Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF JULY 30, 2015.   Mr. Norman moved and Mr. Valengavich 
seconded a motion to approve the minutes of July 30, 2015.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
REAL ESTATE- UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
REAL ESTATE – NEW BUSINESS 
 
 PRB #  15-163 Transaction/Contract Type: RE / Voucher 
 Origin/Client:  DOT / DOT 
 Project Number:  14-174-2A 
 Grantor:  The Southern New England Telephone Company 
 Property:  Brushy Plain Road, Branford 
 Project Purpose:  Realignment of State Route 740 Project 
          Item Purpose: Acquisition for highway purposes of 3,856 ±SF of land and a 29,700 ±SF 

temporary construction easement. 
 
Staff reported that this DOT project is for the realignment of State Route 740, Bushy Hill Road, from 
Brookwood Drive in Branford to Williams Road in North Branford.  To improve sight lines and road 
safety, horizontal and vertical geometry will be revised to upgrade substandard curves and adjust steep 
grades.  Drainage will be improved.  The length of the project is 0.74 miles. 
 
The affected property is 2.38 acres of vacant land in the Residential R-5 Zone.  DOT will acquire a 
portion of the property, and use a temporary construction easement for storing construction material. As 
re-configured, the parcel will have frontage on the re-aligned Route 740; and frontage on a newly 
constructed cul-de-sac road. Consistent with DOT’s agreement with FHWA an estimate of compensation 
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(EOC) worksheet has been prepared for the subject taking.  This process is used when for simple 
acquisitions related to minor site improvements where the total cost is typically less than $10,000.  The 
EOC recommended compensation based on a value of $1.00/SF for a total of $6,900. 
  
Staff recommended approval of the item. The acquisition complies with Section 13a-73(c) of the CGS 
which governs the acquisition of property   by the commissioner of transportation required for highway 
purposes. The acquisition value is supported by the DOT estimate of compensation. 
 
 PRB #  15-164 Transaction/Contract Type: RE / Voucher 
 Origin/Client:  DOT / DOT 
 Project Number:  158-201-005 
 Grantor:  Harish Kumar et al 
 Property:  468 Main Street, Westport 
 Project Purpose:   Route 57 and Route 136 Intersection Improvements Project 
          Item Purpose: Administrative Settlement for the acquisition for highway purposes of a 1,792 

±SF temporary construction easement and additional compensation for the 
contributory value of site improvements. 

 
The purpose of the project is to improve the safety of the intersection of Route 57 (Main Street), Route 
136 (Compo Road North) and Clinton Avenue. From 2007 to 2011, there were 93 vehicular accidents, 25 
of which involved injuries. The existing geometry of the offset intersection creates conflicting left 
turns between the two Route 57 (Main Street) approaches. The interlocking left turns have resulted in 
various types of accidents. 
 
The subject at 468 Main Street, Westport consists of 1.07 acres of residentially zoned land, the site of a 
single family residence.  The grantor will be compensated for the effects of DOT temporary use of 1,792 
SF located along the property’s Main Street frontage. The trees and shrubs located on a berm in the 
easement area will be removed, the berm lowered, and the stone wall reset. Independent fee appraiser 
Michael Fazio, MAI completed a before value of $875,000.  The DOT review appraiser concurred with 
the before value, but determined that the taking would affect more trees than indicated on the taking map, 
which was then revised.  The final estimate of damages was $8,150, including $6,000 for lost trees and 
plantings. A negotiation followed. The project will widen the road, resulting in the entire stone wall being 
lowered and reset; and all of the plantings along the almost 200 feet of frontage will be removed in order 
to create an adequate sightline along the roadway. The Grantor provided a quote of $19,065.36 from a 
local landscaper to replace the lost screening along the property frontage. The negotiation resulted in an 
agreement to compensate the Grantor $11,376. 
 
Staff recommended approval of the item.  The acquisition complies with Section 13a-73(c) of the CGS 
which governs the acquisition of property by the commissioner of transportation required for highway 
purposes.  The Administrative Settlement is reasonable, based on the opinion of the review appraiser and 
the cost to replant the vegetative buffer that now provides privacy from Main Street, Route 57.   
 
 PRB #  15-165 Transaction/Contract Type: RE / Voucher 
 Origin/Client:  DOT / DOT 
 Project Number:  158-201-003 
 Grantor:  Ruth Kathleen Rowland 
 Property:  2 Clinton Avenue, Westport 
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 Project Purpose:  Route 57 and Route 136 Intersection Improvements Project 
          Item Purpose: Acquisition for highway purposes of 460 ±SF of land, a 1,117 ±SF temporary 

construction easement and additional compensation for the contributory value 
of site improvements. 

 
The subject at 2 Clinton Avenue, Westport consists of 0.32 acres of residentially zoned land, the site of a 
single family residence.  The Grantor will be compensated for the effects of DOT taking 460 SF of land 
located at the corner of Routes 57 & 136 (Main Street) and Clinton Avenue. The project also requires a 
temporary construction easement of 1,117 SF along Main Street, which will include the removal of trees. 
Independent fee appraiser Michael Fazio, MAI (11/2014) completed a before value of $520,000 and after 
value of $501,200, and estimated a total loss in value of $23,000. 
 
The DOT Review Appraiser disagreed with Mr. Fazio regarding his treatment of the temporary 
construction easement estimate, and also the estimate of contributory value for the lost trees, and 
recommended $24,636 in damages. 
 
Staff recommended approval of the item. The acquisition complies with Section 13a-73(c) of the 
CGS which governs the acquisition of property by the commissioner of transportation required 
for highway purposes. The opinion of the review appraiser is reliable and compensates the 
property owner for the loss of the vegetative buffer that now provides privacy from Main Street, 
Route 57. 
 
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER – NEW BUSINESS 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Board took the following vote in Open Session: 
 
PRB FILE #15-163 – Mr. Norman moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File 
#15-163. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
PRB FILE #15-164 – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Valengavich seconded a motion to approve PRB File 
#15-164. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
PRB FILE #15-165 – Mr. Valengavich moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File 
#15-165. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
APPROVED: ________________________________ Date: ________  
                         Bruce Josephy, Secretary 
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