STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On July 9, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on July 9, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  
COMMUNICATIONS
Mr. Pepe left the meeting at 9:38 a.m.

Ms. Musumeci joined the meeting at 9:40 a.m.

Governor Rell’s Executive Order No. 28: Monthly Allotment Plan.  Governor Rell declared that a fiscal emergency exists because no State budget is in place as of July 1, 2009. The order directs agency chiefs to limit all purchases to only those items essential to continued operations, and provides a one month allotment for each agency.  On July 8, 2009, staff submitted a monthly allotment plan for FY2010 to the Office of Policy and Management.  It is assumed that the plan will be used to determined future monthly allotments needed until a State budget is adopted.
State Properties Review Board Annual Statistical Summary – FY 2009.   The annual statistical summary shows that 363 agency proposals were reviewed in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009.  The average Board review time for each proposal was 12.61 days (See Attachment A).  The savings generated by the Board’s review of agency proposals for the period of July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 was $7,211,075.00.
Vetoes of Public Act (PA) 09-186 and PA 09-203.  Governor Rell has vetoed two bills affecting Board review of real property.  PA 09-186, Section 9 required the Board to conduct a property transfer mediation process between the Department of Transportation (DOT) and certain eligible owners.  PA 09-203, the Conveyance Bill, concerned disposition of specific State real estate, with most of the transfers requiring Board approval.  In her veto message, the Governor said that while “certain of the arrangements may well be ultimately in the best interest of Connecticut’s citizens, each must be given particular scrutiny to ensure 
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that they are providing the most value to Connecticut – whether in monetary revenue, preservation of open space or economic development.” (See Attachment B).
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
09
-
139
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Grant of Easement

Origin/Client:
DPW / DOC

Project Number:
BI-JA-460

Grantee:
Town of East Lyme

Property:
North Bride Brook Road, EAST LYME  CT

Project Purpose:
Grant of Sanitary Radius Easement, Gates Correctional/York Correctional 



Institutions, East Lyme 

Item Purpose:
To grant a 25,536.74+/- sq. ft. easement area, to provide a 200-ft. sanitary 



radius for the protection of the water supply of Well 2A; together with a 



non-exclusive and perpetual right-of-way across said easement area for the 



purpose of ingress and egress.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that the Town of East Lyme has dug two public water supply wells (Well 2 and new Well 2A) on town land at 123 North Bride Brook Road, obtained in 1975 from the Department of Corrections.  Each well requires a 200 foot protective radius.  

Ms. Goodhouse stated that the subject proposal grants the Town of East Lyme a permanent easement over two parcels of land shown on the survey map provided.  When combined with the existing radius easement for Well 2, the easement for Well 2A provides a 200-foot radial buffer that public health regulations require around the well for its protection from pollutants.  The easement is described as 7,323.04 sq. ft. (North section) and 18,213.70 sq. ft. (South section).

Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the proposal.  She noted that Connecticut General Statutes Section 4b-22a authorizes the Department of Public Works (DPW) to grant easements to a municipal water authority if connected to a DPW project, in this case DPW Project No. BI-JA-460.  The legal description in Schedule A of the permanent easement is consistent with the survey map provided.  The easement includes restrictions that prohibit placement, storage or maintenance of any polluting material, the installation of any septic system or sewer pipe, and any excavation, addition or removal or topsoil or earth materials.

PRB #
09
-
147
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Release of Easement

Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT

Project Number:
131-116-55A

Grantee:
Ridgeview Estates, LLC

Representative:
Richard A. Case, Esq. 
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Property:
W/S of Connecticut Route 229 (present West Street), SOUTHINGTON  CT

Project Purpose:
DOT, Grant/Release of Easements, Southington 

Item Purpose:
Release of full and perpetual easements to slope for drainage of the highway 



and to construct catch basins and install 15" R.C. pipes under, over and across



portions of land owned by Grantee; purpose and intent of deed is to extinguish 



said easements.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that in 1976, the Department of Transportation (DOT) acquired the subject easements ($0.00 paid) to slope for the drainage of the highway and to construct catch basins and install 15” RC pipes, under, over and across two slope areas containing a total of .32 acres.  She said that DOT has confirmed that the easements acquired were never used, and are now not required due to other highway improvements completed on the Route 229.

Ms. Goodhouse indicated that the release price is based on a real estate appraisal by DOT Staff Appraiser Anthony John DeLucco, who determined the highest and best use as commercial development in accordance with the commercial zone regulations.  A unit value of $4.00 per sq. ft. was determined by the appraiser.


Easement to Slope Area .32 Acres, or 13,939 SF X $4.00 X 10% = 

$5,575.60


Easement for Catch Basins, Lump Sum:




$1,000.00


DOT Administrative Fee






$   500.00


Total, $7,075.60, rounded:






$7,100.00

Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the subject proposal.
PRB #
09
-
148
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Grant of Easement

Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT

Project Number:
15-147-2A

Grantee:
Southern New England Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Connecticut

Property:
40-44 Crescent Avenue, BRIDGEPORT  CT

Project Purpose:
DOT, Grant of Easement, Bridgeport

Item Purpose:
To grant a full and perpetual easement area of 2,285+/- sq. ft. to enable 



Grantee to relocate its submarine cable/communications facilities from 



Congress Street Bridge/Pequonnock River.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that because of planned construction at the Congress Street Bridge, AT&T must relocate a telephone equipment cabinet with electric hub to the subject site.  The easement granted is to construct, reconstruct, operate, repair, replace, upgrade, and maintain (telephone/cable) communications equipment, with all underground transmission equipment, under over and across 2,285 sq. ft. of land, together with ingress to and egress from the site.  Because the location is along the Metro-North commuter 
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line, the Department of Transportation (DOT) notified AT&T that railroad flagging and protective services may be required during construction. AT&T will contact the Railroad about its requirements.

Ms. Goodhouse said that the consideration to be paid is supported by an appraisal by DOT Staff Appraiser Anthony John DeLucco, who determined a unit value of $4.50 per sq. ft. based on a comparison to four (4) vacant land sales.  The highest and best use of the land is for a public park, open space, or basic utilities/essential public services.  The release area is a portion of a non-conforming 7,000 sq. ft. parcel having an irregular configuration making development of the parcel extremely difficult.  The zone is CR commercial/residential.


Release area of 2,285 SF x $4.50/SF x 50% = $5,141.25, say
 
 $5,000


Administrative Fee:





  
 $   500

Total








 $5,500

Ms. Goodhouse  recommended that  the Board  approve the subject proposal.   It complies with Section 13a-80 of State Statutes governing the release of excess property by the Commissioner of Transportation.  The release map and the Quit-Claim deed are consistent.  The State is forever indemnified and held harmless from all actions, suits, costs, damages, and claims.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS

OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-139 – Mr. Josephy moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-139.  The motion passed unanimously.

PRB FILE #09-147 – Mr. Josephy moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to suspend PRB File #09-147.  The motion passed unanimously.

PRB FILE #09-148 – Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-148.  The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned.

MG/ALC 

