STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On June 8, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on June 8, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary




Bruce Josephy




Pasquale A. Pepe

Members Absent:
Paul F. Cramer, Jr.

Staff Present:

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 

Staff Absent:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Pepe seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF MAY 28, 2009.  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to accept the minutes of May 28, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
Reimbursement of Expenses.  Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to approve reimbursement of meeting and mileage fees to Mr. Pepe for his inspection of property in Newtown on June 5, 2009 (PRB File #09-119).  The motion passed unanimously.

Report of Property Acquisitions.  Ms. Goodhouse reported that the Board has been provided with a copy of a memorandum from Richard C. Allen, Rights-of-Way Administrator, dated June 2, 2009, which provides a list of land payment vouchers, not in excess of $5,000.00, processed during the month of May 2009 (See Attachment A). 

REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
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PRB #
09
-
111 -
A
Transaction/Contract Type:
AG / Purchase of Develop. Rights
Origin/Client:
DOA / DOA
Owner:
(Farm 1:  The Estate of Royal Knowlton, et al and Thomas Knowlton, 


(Executor)) AND (Farm 2:  The Estate of Royal Knowlton, et al and



Thomas Knowlton (Executor) and Dorothy Andersen, and Nancy Booth) 

Property:
Farm 1:  E/S Howard Rd., Westerly & Easterly sides of Knowlton Hill Rd., 


and S/S of Route 44 (a/k/a Squaw Hollow Rd.), ASHFORD  CT



Farm 2:  Westerly & Easterly sides of Wormwood Hill Rd., Westerly & 


Easterly sides of Upton Rd., and Northerly & Southerly sides of Route 44, 



ASHFORD  CT
Project Purpose:
Acquisition of Agricultural Development Rights, Ashford 
Item Purpose:
To acquire the development rights to approximately 423.24+/- acres, 


(consisting of two farm properties [Farm 1:  190.79+/- acres and 



Farm 2:  232.45+/- acres]) of farm land known as Knowlton Farms.
Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the subject acquisition of agricultural development rights to a total of 423.24+/- acres of farm property, known as Knowlton Farms be suspended pending, but not limited to, the results of a site inspection.

PRB #
09
-
116
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Grant of Easement
Origin/Client:
DEP / DEP
Grantee:
Forgione Management Group, LLC
Representative:
David A. Forgione, General Partner in the Forgione Family Limited 


Partnership, the sole member of the Forgione Management Group, LLC
Property:
South of Summer Street and East of Atwater Street, SOUTHINGTON  CT

Project Purpose:
DEP, Grant of Permanent Access Easement (pursuant to Special Act 08-8, 


Section 10), Southington (Plantsville section) 
Item Purpose:
Grant of a permanent 40-foot wide access easement (0.045 acre) to provide 


Grantee and its Lessee access to and from their property abutting both sides 


of the "State land", the former Boston & Maine Corporation Canal Branch 


Railroad right-of-way.
Ms. Goodhouse reported that the Department of Transportation (DOT) proposes to grant a permanent 40-foot wide access easement (0.045 acre) to the Grantee pursuant to Section 10 of Special Act 08-8.
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Ms. Goodhouse said that the Grantee owns land on either side of the former Boston & Maine Corporation Canal Branch railroad and has been crossing the railroad to transport materials and products between its abutting properties.  The easement gives the Grantee the right to construct, use and maintain a driveway access across the railroad.  The driveway construction will accommodate future use of the crossing area as a recreation trail as well as any utility and communications easements located within the crossing.  

Ms. Goodhouse stated that the former Boston & Maine Canal Branch is being converted to a rail trail for recreational use.  The Special Act requires, and the easement specifies, that the Grantee will be responsible for the cost of installing “STOP” and other warning signs and the costs of constructing four bollards, two at the northeasterly and two at the southwesterly boundaries of the easement.  The State has reserved the right to use the easement area for any use and purpose and for other recreational uses for the benefit of the general public.
Based upon her review, Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval of PRB File #09-116. 

PRB #
09
-
118
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DPW / DOC
Grantee:
Town of East Lyme

Property:
Land located on Roxbury Road, vicinity of State land located at 149 Roxbury 


Road/York Correctional Institution, EAST LYME  CT

Project Purpose:
DPW (on behalf of Dept. of Correction), Conveyance of Surplus State Land 


(pursuant to Special Act 07-11, Section 24), East Lyme 
Item Purpose:
Release of 25.52 acres of land, a portion of Lot 2, East Lyme Tax Assessor's 


Map 10, to the Town for open space and recreational purposes only; with 


reversion to the State if used otherwise.
Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval to release 25.52 acres of land, a portion of Lot 2, to the Town of East Lyme for open space and recreational purposes only, pursuant to Section 24 of Special Act 07-11.  Special Act 07-11, Section 24, states:

…….the Commissioner of Correction shall convey to the town of East Lyme a parcel of land located in the town of East Lyme, at a cost equal to the administrative costs of making such conveyance. Said parcel of land has an area of approximately twenty acres and is identified as a portion of the property on Lot 2, on town of East Lyme Tax Assessor's Map 10 on Roxbury Road. The conveyance shall be subject to the approval of the State Properties Review Board. 
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A survey of the release parcel was required, because Lot 2 on the East Lyme tax maps includes the entire prison campus of York Correctional Institute.

The Special Act requires, and the Quitclaim deed specifies, that the town of East Lyme shall use said parcel of land for open space and recreational purposes. If the town of East Lyme: 
(1) Does not use said parcel for said purposes; 
(2) Does not retain ownership of all of said parcel; or
(3) Leases all or any portion of said parcel,
the parcel shall revert to the state of Connecticut. 
PRB #
09
-
119
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Voucher
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
(96)034-308-001
Grantor:
Renzulli, Carmine V.

Property:
30A Berkshire Road (Connecticut Route 34) at Mile Hill Road (SSR 490), 



NEWTOWN  CT

Project Purpose:
Interstate 84 Interchange 11 Improvements, Newtown 
Item Purpose:
To acquire 2.066+/- acres of land, in fee, "a total take".

Mr. Pepe reported on his site inspection of the subject 2.066+/- acres of land, which the Department of Transportation (DOT) proposes to acquire for $435,000 in connection with Interstate 84 Interchange 11 Improvements.  He said the subject is vacant with 733 feet of contiguous frontage along Berkshire Road (Route 34) and Mile Hill Road.  The property abuts Newtown High School.  Mr. Pepe indicated that there is a wetland area in the northwest corner of the property and storm water from Berkshire Road and Mile Hill Road drains into this area, by virtue of easements held by the State of Connecticut.  He said that the property located at the southwest corner of Route 34 and Mile Hill Road is a traffic light controlled intersection, 600 feet from the full ramp system for Interstate 84.  He noted that this is a very heavily traveled area.
Mr. Pepe indicated that the proposed acquisition cost is well supported by an independent fee appraisal.
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PRB #
09
-
124
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Transfer
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
63-602-2A
Grantee:
Office of Policy and Management

Property:
Parcel A (5,206+/- sq. ft.) situated Easterly of Columbus Boulevard & 


Northerly of Grove Street AND Parcel B (272+/- sq. ft.) situated Westerly of 


Columbus Boulevard & Northerly of Grove Street, HARTFORD  CT

Project Purpose:
Transfer of Custody and Control 
Item Purpose:
Transfer of custody and control of two parcels of land totaling 5,478+/- sq. ft. 


by the Department of Transportation to the Office of Policy and Management 


(OPM) to facilitate lease between OPM and the Connecticut Science Center.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that in 2004, the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) conveyed the custody and control of the subject properties, which are 2 parcels of 5,206 sq. ft. and 272 sq. ft., respectively, to the Department of Transportation (DOT) in conjunction with DOT Project No. 63-602 for the widening of Columbus Boulevard.  

Ms. Goodhouse indicated that OPM has requested, and DOT has consented to transfer the custody and control of these parcels back to OPM.  A portion of the public sidewalks are included in these parcels, and under a lease agreement for the operation of the Connecticut Science Center.  The Capital City Economic Development Authority (CCEDA) will be operating the public garage beneath the Science Center and will be responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalks to allow for safe pedestrian access along Grove Street. 

She said that approval by the Board is recommended:
· Section 13a-80 of the General Statutes requires the approval of SPRB and the Attorney General for this transfer.

· The DOT roadway work/construction project has been completed.

· DOT does not need to retain custody and control of the properties because they abut City of Hartford streets and not State roads.

· The legal description in the deed of transfer is consistent with the referenced survey map.
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
09
-
110
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Commission Letter
Contract No.:
BI-CTC-406-ARC
Project No.:
BI-CTC-406
Origin/Client
DPW / CTC            CL #2
Consultant:
Mitchell/Giurgola Architects, LLP 

Property:
 Norwalk Community College (West Campus), 188 Richards Avenue, 

 NORWALK  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Phase II West Campus Development, Norwalk Community College, 

 Norwalk 

Item Purpose:
Expanded scope involving the modification of architectural, plumbing, 


mechanical, electrical, telecommunications and audio-visual drawings and 


specifications to include telecommunications upgrades and technological/audio-


visual changes to the Health Services Building.
Ms. Musumeci recommended that the Board approve the subject Commission Letter #2 for a fee of $49,400.  She said that this fee will compensate the Architect for the following scope change that are attributable to client re-programming of audio-visual and telecommunications systems following the completion of associated contract documents:

· Create a power riser serving the telecom rooms fed through the UPS system that the college will acquire through its telecom contractor (Elert & Associates).
· Add two 2-ton split package cooling units so that equipment in all telecom rooms in the new building addition are cooled year round.

· Revise the audio-visual (AV) drawings and ceiling plan drawings, where possible, to accommodate projectors using a 16:9 aspect ratio.

· Add numerous telecom/data drops and AV pathways.

· Provide a telecom pathway from the A-Wing t the new building addition.

· Create a headend location for the simulation manikin equipment used by the nursing students.

· Add an additional location for a simulation manikin and revise the requirements for electrical and data connections for this equipment.
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· Add AV equipment including projectors, racks, flatscreen panels and other devices for the Wellness and Nursing programs.

· Revise Contract Documents to include split style floor boxes.
· Revise architectural and electrical drawings to include owner supplied loud speakers.

· Coordinate the projector screen specification with the college’s consultants’ aspect ratio and control requests.

· Add phones and intercom devices to the drawings to satisfy updated System Office security standards.

· Provide interface and schematic diagrams and specify interconnectivity between the Creston System, wall switch and teacher’s station CPU for projector screen operation.




Subtotal (increase to contract documents phase)………………
$43,000

· Provide construction administration services during construction phase …….
    6,400
TOTAL







$49,400

OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-110 – Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-110.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-111-A – Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to suspend PRB File #09-111-A pending, but not limited to, the results of a site inspection, which has been scheduled for Tuesday, June 23, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-116 – Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-116.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-118  –  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-118.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-119  –  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-119.  The motion passed unanimously.
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PRB FILE #09-124 – Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-124.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
