STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On June 7, 2010

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on June 7, 2010 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman 





Bennett Millstein, Vice Chairman





Bruce Josephy, Secretary

Mark A. Norman





Pasquale A. Pepe

Members Absent: 
Paul F. Cramer, Jr. 


Staff Present:

Mary Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF JUNE 1, 2010.  Mr. Norman moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to accept the minutes of June 1, 2010.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
Letter from Martin W. Anderson, Ph.D., Commissioner of the Department of Administrative Services.  The Chairman received a letter on June 4, 2010 from DAS Commissioner Anderson, expressing his interest in making sure that the transition in the DAS Commissioner’s office was as easy and seamless as it could be for the Board (See Attachment A).
Meeting with Public Works Commissioner Raeanne Curtis.  Mr. Greenberg reported that he, Mr. Pepe and Ms. Goodhouse met on June 3, 2010 with Commissioner Curtis and her Chief of Staff Doug Moore to discuss leasing matters.  Also present were representatives from the Office of the Attorney General.  The Commissioner aired her concerns about the Board’s process for reviewing lease proposals. She also commented on budgetary difficulties with regard to obtaining independent fee appraisal reports requested by the Board.  Mr. Pepe suggested that the Board request a formal opinion from the Attorney General regarding an interpretation of the C.G.S. Section 4b-27 with respect to the Board’s review process.
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Communication from Doug Moore, Chief of Staff, Department of Public Works (DPW).  In response to an e-mail Ms. Goodhouse sent to DPW Chief of Staff regarding the cancelled proposal to lease a car dealership for the use of the DAS fleet, Ms. Goodhouse received an e-mail on June 4, 2010 from Mr. Moore that concerned the lease rates and the November 28, 2008 cancellation of the DAS proposal to lease space for its fleet (PRB #08-230).  Mr. Moore questioned the Board’s conclusion as to a market rental rate, saying that DPW had prepared a detailed response as to why the proposed lease was the best option for the State, and he found it interesting that the Board would claim that it saved the State of Connecticut $4.2 million when it was Commissioner Sisco who cancelled the proposed lease transaction.  The Board discussed their 2008 review of the DPW/DAS proposal, and concluded that as with all the Board’s reported savings, the Auditors of Public Accounts would be the final arbiters as to whether or not the Board’s actions prevented a ten year lease commitment which had received prior approvals from DAS, DPW, and the Office of Policy and Management.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
10
-
106
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / License Agreement
Origin/Client:
DPW / JUD
Licensee:
Garde Arts Center, Inc.
Representative:
Steven M. Sigel, its Executive Director 

Property:
70 Huntington Street, New London Superior Court Parking Lot,   

NEW LONDON  CT  

Project Purpose:
License Agreement (Parking)

Item Purpose:
To provide the use of 94 parking spaces in the "ungated parking lot" for 


visitors attending events at the Garde Arts Center during evenings, weekends 


and State of Connecticut observed holidays, as specified in the Agreement.

Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the subject License Agreement which provides 94 spaces for guests of the Garde Arts Center on nights, weekends and State holidays when the Arts Center sponsors events.  The parking lot is unfenced and on the premises of the New London Courthouse. The Public Works Commissioner has authority under Section 4b-38 to enter into this agreement if she deems it to be in the public interest.
The fee for the five year term is $1.00.  The agreement provides for one five-year term renewal.  The Arts Center will maintain comprehensive general liability insurance, including contractual liability coverage, in an amount not less than $1,000,000 for each occurrence, and a total limit of $2,000,000 all personal injury or property damage claims.  The Licensee will hold the State harmless against all 
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claims in connection with its use of the area.  A recent affidavit acknowledges that the Licensee has a policy in place that complies with the non-discrimination agreements and warranties of Connecticut General Statutes, Sections 4a-60(a)(1) and 4a-60a(a)(1).

Mr. Josephy requested that staff inquire of Public Works why six months elapsed between the time the Executive Director of the Garde Arts Center, Inc. executed the License Agreement until it was approved by the Commissioner of Public Works.

PRB #
10
-
109
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / License Agreement
Origin/Client:
DPW / DPW
Licensee:
The Horace Bushnell Memorial Hall Corporation
Representative:
Michael Fresher, its Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Finance
Property:
State-owned parking lots located at 165 Capitol Avenue [Lot C], 10 Clinton 


Street [Lot B], and the parking lot situated between Trinity and Clinton Streets 


(18-20 & 30 Trinity Street) [Lot A], HARTFORD  CT  

Project Purpose:
License Agreement (Parking)

Item Purpose:
A non-exclusive license agreement to provide the use of an undesignated 


number of parking spaces in three State-owned parking lots during events 


sponsored by Horace Bushnell Memorial Hall Corporation.

Ms. Goodhouse recommended that the Board approve the subject License Agreement which provides parking in three lots for events sponsored by the Licensee.  The lots are located at 165 Capitol Avenue, 10 Clinton Street, and between Trinity Street and Clinton Street.  The Public Works Commissioner has authority under Section 4b-38 to enter into this agreement if she deems it to be in the public interest.

The fee for the five year term is $15,000 per year, commencing November 1, 2009.  In addition, the Licensee shall assume the electric bill retroactive to November 1, 2009 for the lighting of the parking lot at 165 Capitol Avenue.  The agreement provides for ten, three-year term renewals, and may be terminated be either party at anytime with 30 days prior notice.  The Licensee will maintain comprehensive general liability insurance, including contractual liability coverage, in an amount not less than $1,000,000 for each occurrence, and a total limit of $2,000,000 all personal injury or property damage claims.  The Licensee will hold the State harmless against all claims in connection with its use of the area.

A recent affidavit acknowledges that the Licensee has a policy in place that complies with the non-discrimination agreements and warranties of Connecticut General Statutes, Sections 4a-60(a)(1) and 4a-60a(a)(1).
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Noting that the prior agenda item was also for a parking license agreement, Mr. Josephy asked staff to inquire of Public Works as to the policy governing when a license fee is charged, as in this instance, and when no fee is charged, as in the agreement with the Garde Art Center, Inc.

Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
PRB #
10
-
119 - A
Transaction/Contract Type:
AG / Purchase of Develop. Rights 

Origin/Client:
DOA / DOA
Statutory Disclosure Exemptions:  1-200(6) & 1-210(b)(7)

The Board commenced its discussion concerning the subject acquisition at 10:38 a.m. and concluded at 10:40 a.m.
Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #10-106 – Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to approve PRB File #10-106.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #10-109 – Mr. Josephy moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to approve PRB File #10-106.  The motion passed unanimously.
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PRB FILE #10-119-A – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Norman seconded a motion to suspend PRB File #10-119-A subject, but not limited to, the results of a site inspection.  The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned.
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