STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On May 19, 2008

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on May 19, 2008 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman





Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy





Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director





Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF MAY 1, 2008.  Ms. Musumeci moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to accept the minutes of May 1, 2008.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
PRB File #00-228 – Department of Environmental Protection – Sixth Amendment (dated May 26, 2000) to “Purchase and Sale Agreement” for property known as The Shakespeare Theatre (pursuant to Public Act 00-168, Section 2(b) (February Session)) – 1880 Elm Street, Stratford.  Mr. Babiarz reported that it was brought to his attention that the Town of Stratford has leased the Shakespeare Theatre to a company who is putting on a series of plays.  He said that under the Sixth Amendment to “Purchase and Sale Agreement” for the subject property, which was approved by the Board, the property was to be sold to the Stratford Festival Theatre, Inc., acting by Louis Burke, President.  
Mr. Babiarz said that he telephoned Elizabeth Brothers, Assistant Director of Land Acquisition and Management, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), to inquire about the status of the subject property.  He said that Ms. Brothers advised that the Sixth Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement was never executed.  Subsequently, DEP Deputy Commissioner Leff, and the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) transferred to the property to the Town of Stratford in January 2005.  This transaction should have been submitted to the Board as a “Revised” Sixth 
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Amendment, but it never received Board approval.  Also, Mr. Babiarz noted that subsequent legislation removed the provision that made a transfer of the property to the Town of Stratford automatic.
Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a copy of an article that appeared in the Connecticut Post which indicates that the Town of Stratford, Town Council, has “short-listed” the number of candidates to revive the Shakespeare Theatre to five finalists (See Attachment A).  

Mr. Greenberg said that given the above events, he believes this matter should be referred to the Auditors of Public Accounts to determine if, by law, this property transfer is valid.  He requested Staff to draft a letter to the State Auditors for review by the Board at its next meeting.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
08
-
142
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Conveyance of Property
Origin/Client:
DPW / CSA
Grantee:
Town of Rocky Hill

Property:
Vicinity West Street and Interstate Route 91, ROCKY HILL  CT

Project Purpose:
Conveyance of State Land (pursuant to Special Act No. 07-11, Section 33), 


Rocky Hill
Item Purpose:
To convey 15,239+/- sq. ft. (0.350+/- acre) of land, with all improvements 


thereon and any appurtenances thereto, to the Town for economic development 


purposes; with reversion to State, as stipulated in the deed, if used otherwise.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that the subject proposal involves a conveyance of a 15,239 sq. ft. site, a portion of 4.35+/- acres improved with 50,000 sq. ft. of office space purchased by the State under a lease purchase agreement approved by the Board under PRB File #94-404.  The property is located at 300 Corporate Place, the offices of the Chief State’s Attorney, Division of Criminal Justice.  The purchase price in November 1995 was $2,750,000.  Ms. Goodhouse stated that the 15,239 sq. ft. parcel is rectangular, measuring approximately 80 feet by 190 feet, and is to the north and west of the current terminus of Corporate Place.  This conveyance to the Town of Rocky Hill is pursuant to Special Act 07-11, Section 33.  The fiscal note for Special Act 07-11 indicated a value of $60,000 for the parcel.
Ms. Goodhouse indicated that the Department of Public Works (DPW) was contacted by a representative of Virginia Industries, asking for the right to build a road across this parcel for an extension to Corporate Place that would give them a new access for redevelopment of their site, which was formerly a foundry.  She said that the proposal being discussed is remediation of the site for the 
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development of a COSTCO, with easy access to Interstate 91, via West Street and Corporate Place.  The new access would give them better visibility than their existing access from Elm Street (Route 160).  Ms. Goodhouse said that DPW informed Virginia Industries that they did not have custody and control of the property.  She said that according to the Town of Rocky Hill, Town Manager, Virginia Industries sought the assistance of Senator Doyle to take title to the parcel through the Special Act.  The Town of Rocky Hill will provide a resolution stating that it is willing to accept title to the property.
Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval of the subject conveyance for the following reasons:

1. The grant is made pursuant to Section 33 of Special Act 07-11.

2. The Quitclaim Deed was signed by the Treasurer April 16, 2008.

3. The property must remain entirely in Town ownership, and will revert to State ownership if the town conveys or leases out any or all of the premises.

4. The Deed recites that the reversion can be carried out solely by the State as the result of recording a document in the Rocky Hill Land Records, stating that the fee title reverts to the State as a result of the occurrence of a “reversionary event.”

PRB #
08
-
143
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Voucher
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
134-141-009
Grantor:
Jablonski, Steven C., et al

Property:
Two Fox Hill Drive at the N/S of Orcuttville Road (Connecticut Route 319),



STAFFORD  CT

Project Purpose:
Realignment of Route 319 Beginning at Gail Drive, Stafford  
Item Purpose:
To acquire 4,677+/- sq. ft. of land, in fee, a 9,244 sq. ft. easement to slope for 


safety of the highway; with contributory value for landscaping and stone walls.

Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval to expend the sum of $25,300 to acquire 4,677 sq. ft. of land, in fee, at a unit value of $1.68 per sq. ft., a 9,244 sq. ft. slope easement, and site improvements (landscaping and stone walls) in connection with the Department of Transportation’s project to realign Route 319, Orcuttville Road, Stafford.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
PRB #
08
-
149
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease
Origin/Client:
DPW / JUD
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion concerning the subject Lease Proposal at 9:59 a.m. and concluded at 10:02 a.m.
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #08-142 – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to  approve PRB File  #08-142.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #08-143 – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to  approve PRB File  #08-143.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #08-149 – Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to  approve PRB File #08-149.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
