STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On May 7, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on May 7, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary




Paul F. Cramer, Jr.




Bruce Josephy




Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director




Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  
COMMUNICATIONS
Report of Property Acquisitions.  Mr. Babiarz reported that the Board has been provided with a copy of a memorandum from Richard C. Allen, Rights-of-Way Administrator, dated May 4, 2009, which provides a list of land payment vouchers, not in excess of $5,000.00, processed during the month of April 2009 (See Attachment A). 

State Bond Commission Meetings.  Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a copy of a memorandum addressed to All Agency Heads from Robert L. Genuario, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management (OPM), dated December 24, 2008, regarding State Bond Commission meetings during 2009 and OPM’s policy regarding agency requests to be considered at Bond Commission meetings.  Mr. Babiarz directed the Board’s attention to paragraphs circled on Pages 2, 4 and 5 (See Attachment B).  
Mr. Babiarz stated that Section 4b-23(h) of the Connecticut General Statutes indicates:
(h) Approval by the Properties Review Board shall not be required prior to State Bond Commission authorization of funds (1) for planning costs and other preliminary expenses for any construction or acquisition project, or (2) for any construction or acquisition project for which an architect was selected prior to July 1, 1975.
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He said that the paragraph circled on page 2 of OPM’s memorandum is in conflict with the Board’s statute.  Mr. Babiarz indicated that he has contacted Steven Kitowicz at OPM, but he is out of the office until May 11, 2009.
File No. 661 (Senate Bill No. 1155) – An Act Concerning Certain Consultant Selections By The Department of Public Works.  Mr. Babiarz reported that this proposed legislation has been moved to the foot of the Senate calendar on May 6, 2009.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS

PRB #
09
-
091
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Sale
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
035-065-074B
Grantee:
Town of Darien

Property:
S/S Ledge Road and NW/S of Boston Post Road (U.S. Route 1),



DARIEN  CT

Project Purpose:
DOT, Sale of Excess Property, Darien
Item Purpose:
Release of two parcels of land (Parcel 1 = 6,104+/- sq. ft./Parcel 2 = 345+/- sq. 


ft.) totaling 6,449+/- sq. ft. to the Town for 
highway purposes only; with 


reversion to the State if used otherwise.
Ms. Goodhouse reported that the Department of Transportation (DOT) proposes to release two parcels of land totaling 6,449+/- sq. ft. of land to the Town of Darien for highway purposes for the widening of Route, I-95 Southbound off-ramp at Exit 11 at Ledge Road, Darien, as part of a requirement for a State Traffic Commission permit to be issued to Whole Foods Market.
Ms. Goodhouse stated that the Town of Darien has received an application to redevelop the former site of the Howard Johnson Motor Inn at Exit 11 into a Whole Foods Market and auto dealership.  Mr. Greenberg said that he familiar with this location.  He noted the Whole Foods Market will be located on the corner of Ledge Road and Route 1 (Boston Post Road) and located behind it is a BMW Auto Dealership.  

Ms. Goodhouse said that the State Traffic Commission is requiring intersectional improvements to Route 1 and Ledge Road before issuing its permit.  Ledge Road is a town road and its approach to Route 1 will be widened.  She indicated that Route 1 will be widened to provide for a separate northbound turn lane at Ledge Road, and Ledge Road will be widened to provide a separate left turn 
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lane at the Whole Foods Market site drive.  The applicant is responsible for making the required improvements as part of its redevelopment of the site.  

Ms. Goodhouse said that the subject project impacts two parcels of DOT land.  Release Parcel 1 is a strip of land containing 6,104 sq. ft. located along the southwesterly side of Ledge Road, and Release Parcel 2 is 345 sq. ft. situated at the intersection of Route 1 and Ledge Road.  She commented that DOT acquired these parcels, which are portions of two acquisitions in 1951, for which the State paid a total of $29,500 for 2.17 acres.  There is no monetary consideration for the subject release.
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
09
-
087
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Task Letter
On Call #:
OC-DPW-VEH-0010, Engineering
Project No.:
BI-RC-359
Origin/Client
DPW / CCSU         Task #2
Consultant:
Macchi Engineers, LLC 

Property:
 Central Connecticut State University, NEW BRITAIN  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Environmental Storm Water Management Plan and Athletic Fields 

 Feasibility Study

Item Purpose:
Further revisions to the hydraulic analyses; eliminate all proposed



new storm water drainage outfalls into Bass Brook per CTDEP; and 


reroute piping as appropriate to perform another analysis for the 2, 10, 


25 & 100 year storms.

Mr. Cramer reported that Macchi Engineers, LLC, has been working on the subject Environmental Storm Water Management Plan and Athletic Fields Feasibility Study at Central Connecticut State University (CCSU), New Britain, since 2006.  He said that the storm water management plan for the entire campus was based on the Master Plan prepared by Maguire which called for a significant number of new buildings.  Macchi’s analysis indicated there would be a substantial amount of detention required beneath the campus parking lots based on the above Master Plan.  CCSU did not want to commit to the amount of rework in the parking lots and therefore, requested the analysis be redone based on CCSU’s 2020 program instead of the Master Plan.  The 2020 plan anticipated significantly fewer buildings.  Time to complete these revisions was 36 hours 

Further, Mr. Cramer said the general layout of the proposed storm water drainage system was agreed to by all parties including new outfalls into Bass Brook prior to the completion of the analysis for 2, 10, 25 and 100 year storms.  After completion of the above analyses, the Department of Environmental 
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Protection required all new outfalls into Bass Brook be eliminated.  CCSU directed the Engineer to eliminate the new outfalls, reroute the piping and complete another analysis for 2, 10, 25 and 100 year storms.  Time to complete the above revisions was 24 hours.
The proposed fee under the subject Task Letter is $7,500 ($125 per hour x 60 hours = $7,500).

Mr. Cramer said that he recommends suspension of the subject Task Letter pending receipt of additional information/documentation from the Department of Public Works that the Master Plan developed by Maguire will not be implemented.
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:

PRB FILE #09-087 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to suspend PRB File #09-087 pending receipt of additional information from the Department of Public Works.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-091 – Mr. Pepe moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-091.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
