STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On May 5, 2008
State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on May 5, 2008 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman




Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.




Bruce Josephy




Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director




Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF APRIL 17, 2008.  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to accept the minutes of April 17, 2008.  The motion passed unanimously.    
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF APRIL 21, 2008.  Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to accept the minutes of April 21, 2008.  The motion passed unanimously.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF APRIL 24, 2008.  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to accept the minutes of April 24, 2008.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
Department of Public Works (DPW) Fee Increase 2006.  Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with an updated DPW Percent of Construction Fee Guide for Budget Purposes (See Attachment A).  
Billboard Appeal Hearings.  Ms. Goodhouse reported that after the adjournment of the May 1, 2008 Board meeting, the Board received 28 letters requesting that the Board hold a public hearing on the proposed regulations regarding “Appeals from Owners of Outdoor Advertising Structures”.  Further, seven (7) additional letters were received on May 2, 2008.  She said that the total number of requests received to date since the April 1, 2008 publication in the Connecticut Law Journal is forty-two (42).  Therefore, Ms. Goodhouse indicated that she will arrange for a public hearing to be held in one of the 
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Legislative Office Building’s hearing rooms.  She said that the Board will need to notify the Secretary of the State of the hearing once a date and time frame have been established. 
PRB File #08-131 – Department of Agriculture – Conveyance of State Land (pursuant to Special Act 07-11, Section 5), Newtown – Grantee:  The Geckle Conservation Foundation, Robert A. Geckle, Trustee; represented by William F. L. Rodgers of Sugarbrook Law Center.  Mr. Babiarz reported that after the adjournment of the May 1, 2008 Board meeting, the Board received, by facsimile, a letter, dated May 1, 2008, from William F. L. Rodgers of Sugarbrook Law Center, the proposed Grantee’s attorney, regarding the proposed conveyance of State land located at the rear of Queen Street (former Fairfield Hills Hospital property).  Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a copy of Attorney Rodgers letter (See Attachment B), his May 2, 2008 response to Attorney Rodgers (See Attachment C) and subsequent letters, dated May 4, 2008 (received May 5, 2008), from Attorney Rodgers (See Attachments D and E, respectively).  He said that in the event the General Assembly does not act to amend the Special Act, the arrangement outlined in Attorney Rodger’s letter of May 4, 2008 (See Attachment D) may be a satisfactory alternative to consider.
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS

EXECUTIVE SESSION
PRB #
08
-
133
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease
Origin/Client:
DPW / DDS
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion relative to the subject Lease Proposal at 10:07 a.m. and concluded at 10:10 a.m.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
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OPEN SESSION  
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS

PRB #
08
-
132
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Commission Letter
Contract No.:
BI-CTC-409-CAd
Project No.
BI-CTC-409
Origin/Client
DPW / CTC            CL #2
Consultant:
Gilbane Building Company / Construction Admin.
Property:
 Downtown Gateway Community College, Church St., “Macy's/Malley's 


 Block”, NEW HAVEN  CT  

Project Purpose:
 Downtown Gateway Community College, New Haven 

Item Purpose:
Compensation for expanded scope to provide "Schematic Redesign" 


construction administration services; also adds administrative language.

Mr. Babiarz reported that the subject Commission Letter #2 has been withdrawn by the Department of Public Works pending resolution of the following:
1. Connecticut General Statutes 4b-23(l) requires the Commissioner of Public Works to monitor the costs of all proposed and approved facility projects and advise the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) and the Governor when forecast costs to complete the project exceed the approved costs by 10% or more.  The approvals of OPM, the Board, Bond Commission and Governor are required to continue the project.

Based on the probability that a budget decrease in excess of 12.7% (current total budget increase 22.7% - 10.0% threshold) is unlikely in the absence of significant project downsizing, the submittal should document that the Commissioner of Public Works, OPM, Bond Commission and the Governor are cognizant of the projected increase in Total Project Budget and have approved the continuation of this project.

2. The submittal should allocate the budgeted cost of “New Construction” ($143,383,193) between the new 358,500+/- GSF building and new 600 vehicle parking garage.  This will promote an understanding of current and future changes in project cost and scope.
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3. Article II B of the Construction Administration contract proscribes any reimbursements for travel expenses unless specifically noted by the Commissioner of Public Works as a reimbursable expense.  Therefore, the amount of Commission Letter #2 should be revised from $46,600 to $46,450, a decrease of $150, to exclude the Consultant’s estimate of the cost of travel which is incorporated in the Commission Letter.

OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #08-133 – Mr. Pepe moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #08-133.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
