STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On April 16, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on April 16, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary




Paul F. Cramer, Jr.




Bruce Josephy




Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director




Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  

COMMUNICATIONS
Reimbursement of Expenses.  Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to approve reimbursement of meeting and mileage fees to Mr. Josephy for his inspection of property in Portland on April 14, 2009 (PRB File #09-072).  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Babiarz reported on File No. 661 (Senate Bill No. 1155) – An Act Concerning Certain Consultant Selections By The Department of Public Works.  Mr. Babiarz said that this bill raises, from $100,000 to $300,000, the threshold value of consultant services on non-higher education projects, thereby establishing a uniform threshold of over $300,000 on all consultant contracts requiring the State Properties Review Board’s (SPRB) approval.  
Under current law, the public works commissioner must get SPRB’s approval before hiring consultants to perform services estimated at over (1) $300,000 on higher education projects and (2) $100,000 on all other projects.  By law, if the board fails to act within 30 days after receiving the contract, it is deemed to have approved it.

After further discussion, the Board requested Mr. Babiarz to draft a letter to Senator Gayle Slossberg outlining the Board’s opposition to this bill.
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REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

PRB #
09
-
066
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / License Agreement
Origin/Client:
DPW / JUD
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion concerning the subject License Agreement at 10:02 a.m. and concluded at 10:05 a.m.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION
PRB #
09
-
072
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Sale
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
112-000(MISC)-51A
Grantee:
Smith, Walter J., et al

Property:
S/S Freestone Avenue at High Street, PORTLAND  CT
Project Purpose:
DOT, Sale of Excess Property, Portland
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Item Purpose:
Release of 1.20+/- acres of conforming, vacant land, to Grantee, by public


bid, for assemblage.

Mr. Josephy reported on his site inspection of the 1.20+/- acre parcel which the Department of Transportation (DOT) proposes to convey to Walter and Lenore Smith, the high bidder, for $173,101.  He said that the subject is a rectangular-shaped parcel of vacant land located on the corner Freestone and High Street, Portland.  
Mr. Josephy indicated that in December 2005, The Nichols Bus Company requested that DOT release the property to them for use as a bus depot.  In March 2006, DOT notified the Departments of Public Works, Environmental Protection, Mental Retardation (now Developmental Services), Economic and Community Development and the Office of Policy and Management that the parcel was excess to its needs.  These agencies either did not respond or indicated the parcel was not required.  In accordance with Connecticut General Statutes 3-14b, the municipality and its State Legislators were notified of the sale.  The Town of Portland indicated that it was not interested in the property in October 2008.
Mr. Josephy said that DOT appraised the property for $177,500 and advertised for bids to purchase the property to be received by August 14, 2008.  A total of five bids were received ($173,101; $131,301.90; $50,000; $35,000; and $10,000). 

After discussion, Mr. Josephy recommended Board approval of the subject release.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-066 –  Mr. Pepe moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-066.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-072 – Mr. Josephy moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-072.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
