STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On March 9, 2009

State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on March 9, 2009 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman





Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary




Paul F. Cramer, Jr.




Bruce Josephy




Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director

Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner





Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary 
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION  

COMMUNICATIONS
Reimbursement of Expenses.  Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve reimbursement of meeting and mileage fees to Mr. Greenberg for his inspection of property in North Branford on March 6, 2009 (PRB File #09-034).  The motion passed unanimously.

Legislative Bills.  Mr. Babiarz reported that since the Board’s last meeting, no new legislative proposals have been introduced that directly or indirectly affect the Board.

Cancellation of Vacant Positions.  Mr. Babiarz provided the Board with a copy of a memorandum he received from Robert Genuario, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management (OPM), dated March 6, 2009, which indicates that effectively immediately, all vacant, classified and unclassified positions are cancelled.  All vacant positions are to be cancelled regardless of funding.  Bona fide commitments made on or after March 1, 2009 will be honored.  Positions that have been approved for refill but where no commitment has been made are to be cancelled and deemed abolished as of March 6, 2009.  Further, as filled positions become vacant, they will also be deemed abolished.  Agencies will need to seek and obtain OPM approval to establish a new position prior to hiring anyone after March 1, 2009. 

A/E Contracts.  Mr. Babiarz stated that two Architect-Engineer Contracts (PRB Files #09-020 & #09-021) were suspended by the Board and put on hold at the request of the Department of Public Works to 
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determine the probability of the design portion of the project going forward in light of the Governor’s one year freeze on new building projects.  He said that he received a telephone call from Deputy Commissioner David O’Hearn this morning who indicated funding is available for projects BI-RD-226 and BI-RS-258 and they are ready to go forward.  Therefore, PRB Files #09-020 and #09-021 will be placed on the Board’s agenda on Thursday, March 12, 2009.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
09
-
034
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Voucher
Origin/Client:
DOT / DOT
Project Number:
098-093-029
Grantor:
Price, Phillip A., et al

Property:
4 Church Street at Foxon Road (Connecticut Route 80), 


NORTH BRANFORD

Project Purpose:
Reconstruction of Route 80, North Branford 
Item Purpose:
Acquisition of 5,011+/- sq. ft. of land, in fee, and building, a "total" take.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that the subject proposal involves the acquisition of the 5,011+/- sq. ft. parcel of land and improvements thereon, a “total” take.  This acquisition is in connection with the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) project to reconstruct Route 80 (Foxon Road) in North Branford, Connecticut.  She said that the subject property is located on the northwest side of Church Street near its intersection with Route 80, Foxon Road.  The DOT staff appraiser determined a land value of $80,000 and a contributory value of $20,000 for the building, a total of $100,000.  Using the Sales Comparison Approach, three sales were analyzed to arrive at the land value conclusion of $16.00 per sq. ft.
Mr. Greenberg stated that the building located on the property is an 1850’s era wood-frame carriage house consisting of 384 sq. ft., which is presently used as a fireworks store.  The zone is residential, and the current use is a legal, non-conforming use.  Mr. Greenberg said that although the site is zoned residential, its use as commercial is grandfathered as it predates zoning.  He questioned if the building was demolished or if it burned down, would the property still be grandfathered for commercial use.  Mr. Babiarz indicated that the commercial use of the building is grandfathered.  He said if something should happen to this structure, a variance would need to be granted in order to continue the commercial use of the property.
After discussion, Mr. Greenberg recommended Board approval of the subject voucher.
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PRB #
09
-
035 -
A
Transaction/Contract Type:
AG / Purchase of Develop. Rights 
Origin/Client:
DOA / DOA
Owner:
Weigold, Sherman and Weigold, Grover

Property:
Westerly and Easterly sides of Weigold Road (bordered to the west by the 


John A. Minetto State Park), TORRINGTON  CT
Project Purpose:
Acquisition of Agricultural Development Rights, Torrington 
Item Purpose:
To acquire the development rights to approximately 149.82+/- acres 


(consisting of two parcels) of farm property known as the "Weigold Farm".

Mr. Babiarz recommended that the subject acquisition of agricultural development rights to a total of 149.82+/- acres of farm property, known as “The Weigold Farm” be suspended pending, but not limited to, the results of a site inspection.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
PRB #
09
-
030
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Task Letter
On Call #:
OC-DPW-ARC-0030, Architectural
Project No.: 
BI-RC-331
Origin/Client
DPW / CCSU         Task #4
Consultant:
BL Companies Connecticut, Inc. 

Property:
 North of the newly constructed Coccomo Circle (formerly Lester Street), 


 and bounded by the Coccomo Circle Cul-De-Sac, NEW BRITAIN  CT  

Project Purpose:
Maintenance, Recycling and Salt Shed Facility, Central Connecticut State 


University, New Britain 
Item Purpose:
Design and construction administration services in conformance with the 


Department of Public Works Consultants Procedure Manual (5 Oct 08) for 


the proposed Maintenance, Recycling, and De-icing facility at Central 


Connecticut State University.
Mr. Cramer reported that the subject Task Letter, for a fixed fee of $158,500, is to compensate the Architect for design and construction administration services for the following new improvements:

· Maintenance Building consisting of a seven to eight bay single-story building to house vehicles for the Facilities Department.  The facility will include a locker room, restroom, 
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storage, custodial and telecommunication rooms.  Minor maintenance of vehicles will occur within the building.

· Recycling Facility consisting of an open structure (no walls, roof only) that will be designed for the deployment of recycling dumpsters (glass, paper, plastic and metal) and compactors (cardboard and refuse).
· Salt Shed entailing the construction of a stand-alone unheated building and brine generator and storage tank on a pad.  The facility will include a rack storage structure.

· Site work will include high intensity lighting, security fencing and cameras and card access through the gate and at all buildings.

The total construction and project budgets are $2,019,000 and $2,503,000, respectively.

Mr. Babiarz commented that previously, informal contracts had been awarded for this project, but all had been terminated with the exception of a task letter engaging the services of Purcell Associates to provide A-2 and T-3 surveys and stormwater design and permitting ($31,400 in February 2004).  Site surveys, partial design and permitting work already completed by prior consultants (total dollars spent unknown) will be used by BL Companies to the extent feasible.  The BL Companies proposal is predicated on the availability of this existing information.
After review, Mr. Cramer recommended Board approval of the subject Task Letter #4.
PRB #
09
-
038
Transaction/Contract Type:
AE / Amendment
Contract No.:
BI-RC-311-ARC
Project No.:
BI-RC-311
Origin/Client
DPW / CCSU         Amendment #1
Consultant:
Perkins + Will CT, Inc.

Property:
 Central Connecticut State University, Intersection of East St. (Rte. 175)



 and Wells St. Extension, NEW BRITAIN  CT  

Project Purpose:
 New Public Safety Building, Central Connecticut State University, New 

 Britain 

Item Purpose:
To compensate Architect for program changes resulting in redesign of the 


Contract Documents Phase documents as well as additional construction 


administration services; also adds administrative language to the "terms and 


conditions" of the Contract.

Mr. Cramer reported that the subject project involves the construction of a new state-of-the-art public 
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safety communications center that will provide 24 hour monitoring of campus activities.  On April 10, 2003, the Board approved the selection of Ellstreet CT, Inc. (now known as Perkins + Will CT, Inc.), as project architect for the design and administration of an 11,500 GSF facility.  The Architect’s total fee was $219,800 based on a $2,200,000 construction budget (PRB #03-102).  Following the third commission letter, the Architect’s total fee had increased to $342,720 and building GSF and construction budget revised to 14,145 sq. ft. and $3,515,621, respectively.
Mr. Cramer stated that the Perkins + Will CT, Inc. proposal letter that accompanies the subject First Amendment notes 100% construction documents were submitted in March 2005 and thereafter, Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) program changes were incorporated through March 2008.  He said that the subject First Amendment will compensate the Architect $223,446 for the re-design of the public safety building in response to the following CCSU program modifications:

I.  Re-design Fee $137,651

· Revise building area from 16,095 to 13,434 GSF, a decrease of 2,661 GSF;

· Delete the sallyport, generator room bulk storage, and interview and storage rooms;

· The generator will be placed on an exterior concrete pad protected by a pre-fabricated enclosure;

· The prisoner processing area (629 sq. ft.) will be reduced in area (483 sq. ft.) and located in the Roll Call Room;
· Relocate the Roll Call function to the Student/Motor Pool and Laundry Room with an area of 411 sq. ft.;

· Delete the Student/Motor Pool and Laundry Room;

· Delete the physical training and unassigned basement space.  The space will be slab on grade;

· Add a secure prisoner entry vestibule (80 sq. ft.);

· Provide an enclosed (fence and gate) asphalt drive to the prisoner processing area;

· Provide supplemental bids for a copper roof design (in lieu of standing seam metal) front walk extension and carpeting; and

· Revise specifications to the six digit format and latest version of DPW standards.
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II.  Additional Bid and Basic Construction Administration Services Fee $85,795

The First Amendment revises the Architect’s total fee from $342,720 to $566,166, an increase of $223,446.  Additionally, construction budget is revised from $3,700,000 to $4,264,835, an increase of $564,835.

After review, Mr. Cramer recommended Board approval of the subject First Amendment.
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #09-030 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-030.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-034 – Mr. Greenberg moved and Mr. Pepe seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-034.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #09-035-A – Mr. Pepe moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to suspend PRB File #09-035-A pending, but not limited to, the results of a site inspection.  The motion passed unanimously.

PRB FILE #09-038 – Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to approve PRB File #09-038.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.
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