STATE  PROPERTIES  REVIEW  BOARD

Minutes of Meeting Held On March 6, 2008
State Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut
The State Properties Review Board held its regularly scheduled meeting on March 6, 2008 in the State Office Building.


Members Present:
Edwin S. Greenberg, Chairman




Lisa A. Musumeci, Vice Chairman




Bennett Millstein, Secretary





Paul F. Cramer, Jr.





Bruce Josephy

Members Absent:
Pasquale A. Pepe


Staff Present:

Stanley T. Babiarz, Executive Director
Mary E. Goodhouse, Real Estate Examiner

Anna L. Candelario, Executive Secretary

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
OPEN SESSION  
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 28, 2008.  Mr. Cramer moved and Ms. Musumeci seconded a motion to accept the minutes of February 28, 2008.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS
Report of Property Acquisitions.  Mr. Babiarz reported that the Board has been provided with a copy of a memorandum from Richard C. Allen, Rights-of-Way Administrator, dated March 3, 2008, which provides a list of land payment vouchers, not in excess of $5,000.00, processed during the month of February 2008 (See Attachment A). 

Michael Sanders, Transit Administrator, Department of Transportation, joined the meeting at 9:35 a.m.
GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE NEW BRITAIN HARTFORD BUSWAY PROJECT.  Mr. Sanders stated that he is the Transit Administrator for the Department of Transportation, Bureau of Public Transportation.  He said that the Bureau of Public Transportation includes rail (the State owns the rail system in Connecticut), bus (the State owns the Connecticut Transit system), telecommuting, van pooling, and Dial-A-Ride.  In response to a question raised by the Board, Mr. Sanders indicated that the State Pier facilities and ferries are under the Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Aviation and Ports.
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Ms. Goodhouse stated that the Board has received approximately five to six proposals to acquire properties in connection with the Department of Transportation’s project for the New Britain Hartford Busway.  She said that it was her understanding that more than one busway was proposed at one time.  Ms. Goodhouse asked Mr. Sanders if he would give the Board an overview of the Department of Transportation’s plans for the busway.
Mr. Sanders provided the Board with a two-page handout entitled “The New Britain-Hartford Busway Project, www.ctbusway.com, which includes the project history, reasons for a busway, when the busway service is expected to operate, and the current status of the project, including the project schedule (See Attachment B).  
Mr. Josephy joined the meeting at 9:47 a.m.

Mr. Sanders mentioned that the Capitol Regional Council of Governments (CRCOG) also did a regional plan and took a look at expanding the use of the existing rail system from Hartford to Springfield (North/South corridor).  He said that the Department of Transportation (DOT) is negotiating with AMTRAK to add a couple of peak trains.  Also, DOT is negotiating with Congress to have AMTRAK give the State the rail line so it can operate the line.  Mr. Sanders indicated that DOT also has to negotiate a permanent access easement.
Ms. Goodhouse stated that it is her understanding that Mr. Sanders is not involved with billboards.  She said that she has been advised that there are billboards within the New Britain Hartford Busway project area that will need to be taken down and possibly relocated.  Mr. Sanders said that he does not have much knowledge or information concerning billboards.  He understands there are a couple of billboards which are owned by AMTRAK that may have to be moved.  If this is the case, the cost of moving the billboards will also have to be factored in.
Mr. Sanders indicated that there are a total of 92 billboards on State highway land.  These billboards generate approximately $82,000 in revenue per year.  He said it is his understanding that the billboards located on rail property generate approximately $2.5 million in revenue.
Mr. Sanders left the meeting at 10:15 a.m.
REAL ESTATE - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REAL ESTATE - NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Musumeci indicated  that  she would  need  to abstain from discussing and voting on PRB File #08-042.  Therefore, Ms. Musumeci decided to excuse herself and left the Board meeting at 10:17 a.m.
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Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
PRB #
08
-
042
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease
Origin/Client:
DPW / DCF
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion concerning the subject lease proposal at 10:18 a.m. and concluded at 10:35 a.m.
Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Cramer then moved and Mr. Greenberg seconded a motion to approve PRB File #08-042.  Messrs. Greenberg, Millstein, Cramer, and Josephy voted affirmatively.  Ms. Musumeci was not present.

Ms. Musumeci re-joined the Board meeting at 10:36 a.m.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to go out of Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB #
08
-
044
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease
Origin/Client:
DPW / CHRO
Statutory Disclosure Exemption:  4b-27
The Board commenced its discussion relative to the subject lease proposal at 10:37 a.m. and concluded at 10:39 a.m.
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Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to go out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Millstein moved and Mr. Cramer seconded a motion to enter into Open Session.  The motion passed unanimously.

OPEN SESSION
PRB #
08
-
048
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Sale
Origin/Client:
DPW / DCF
Grantee:
City of Middletown

Property:
Land identified as Lot 5 in Block 29-17 on the City of Middletown Tax


Assessor's Map 27, a portion of the former Long Lane School bordered


partially by Pine Street, Wadsworth Street, Long Lane, and Long Hill



Road, MIDDLETOWN  CT

Project Purpose:
DPW/DCF Conveyance of Surplus State Land (pursuant to PA 95-127,


Section 2 (January 1995 Session)), Middletown
Item Purpose:
To convey approximately 40.4 acres of land, a portion of the former Long 


Lane School, to the City of Middletown for passive recreational purposes, 


provided said purposes shall not include any commercial development; 


reversion to State if used otherwise.
Ms. Goodhouse reported that the subject proposal is to convey approximately 40.4+/- acres of land identified as Map 27, Block 29-17, Lot 5 on the City of Middletown’s assessment maps.  She said that the City of Middletown currently assesses the property for $1,872,100 ($46,339 per acre).  The land, which is currently vacant, is zoned R-15 (residential) and has frontage on Long Lane, Pine Street, Long Hill Road, and Wadsworth Street.  The land is to be conveyed to the City of Middletown for passive recreational facilities, pursuant to Section 2 of Public Act No. 95-127.  An administrative fee of $500 will be paid by the City of Middletown.
Ms. Goodhouse said that Section 2 of Public Act No. 95-127 refers to a “restriction which may exist on the State of Connecticut’s conveyance of said parcel of land pursuant to this section”.  She said that research of prior files suggests that this restriction refers to land the State obtained in 1921 for Long Lane Farm (known as Long Lane School) from the Connecticut Industrial School for Girls.  The subject property was not part of this chain of title, but was received from Harriet B. Dow in 1941.
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Ms. Goodhouse recommended Board approval of the subject conveyance for the following reasons:

1. The Quitclaim Deed complies with Section 2 of Public Act 95-127 wherein the Commissioner of Children and Families is required to convey the subject property to the City of Middletown.
2. The legal description in the Quitclaim Deed agrees with the legal description in the deed of the property to the State from Harriet B. Dow, dated September 25, 1941, recorded in the Middletown Land Records, Volume 23, Page 223.

3. The Treasurer approved the Deed on February 1, 2008.

4. The property shall be used exclusively for passive recreational facilities, and shall not under any circumstances be used for commercial development.  The property reverts to the State if the City does not retain ownership of all of said parcel, leases all or any portion of the property, or does not use the property for passive recreational facilities, all as stipulated in the public act.

PRB #
08
-
049
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease-Out
Origin/Client:
DAS / DDS
Lessee:
Hester, Eleanor

Property:
Southbury Training School, 1461 South Britain Road (Route 172),

SOUTHBURY  CT  06488

Project Purpose:
DAS/DPW State Housing Lease-Out, Southbury

Item Purpose:
Lease-out of a one-room "dormitory" apartment known as Crawford Hall, 


Unit MRSCHA204 on a month-to-month basis not-to-exceed 2 years; to 


facilitate hospital employee's ability to fulfill responsibilities as a part-time 


firefighter.

PRB #
08
-
050
Transaction/Contract Type:
RE / Lease-Out
Origin/Client:
DAS / DDS
Lessee:
Kean, Donna

Property:
Southbury Training School, 1461 South Britain Road (Route 172),

SOUTHBURY  CT  06488

Project Purpose:
DAS/DPW State Housing Lease-Out, Southbury

STATE PROPERTIES REVIEW BOARD

Minutes of Meeting, March 6, 2008

Page 6

Item Purpose:
Lease-out of a one-room "dormitory" apartment known as 
Crawford Hall, 


Unit MRSCHA209 on a month-to-month basis not-to-exceed 2 years; to 


facilitate hospital employee's ability to fulfill responsibilities as a part-time 


firefighter.

Ms. Goodhouse reported that PRB Files #08-049 and #08-050 are single-family lease-outs for State employee housing on the grounds of Southbury Training School, Southbury.  In concert with the Governor’s directive, rents are 70% of market value.  The term of the leases are on a month-to-month basis not-to-exceed 2 years and is subject to termination by either party with 30-days prior notice or upon the death of the tenant.

Ms. Goodhouse provided the Board with a spreadsheet outlining the details of the lease-outs (See Attachment C) and recommends approval.

ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ARCHITECT-ENGINEER - NEW BUSINESS
OTHER BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE/ARCHITECT-ENGINEER
The Board took the following votes in Open Session:
PRB FILE #08-044 – Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB File #08-044.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILE #08-048 – Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Josephy seconded a motion to approve PRB File #08-048.  The motion passed unanimously.
PRB FILES #08-049 & #08-050 – Mr. Cramer moved and Mr. Millstein seconded a motion to approve PRB Files #08-049 and #08-050.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned.

ALC
