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Hartford - The State Elections Enforcement Commission officially launched the 
Citizens’ Election Program for the 2008 General Election today. 
 
“Today marks a new era for the financing of campaigns for statewide and legislative offices in 
Connecticut.” said Jeffrey B. Garfield, Executive Director, State Elections Enforcement Commission. 
 
“Campaign finance reform provides new and exciting opportunities for participation in the election 
process.  It allows candidates with strong visions but limited means to participate.  It affords average 
citizens with a voice by elevating the importance of small contributions.  It affords candidates a 
meaningful opportunity to interact with constituents by requiring a threshold of in district contributions.  
It provides controls on the manner and amount of campaign spending. The financial support of lobbyists, 
contractors and their PACs are no longer a measure of electability. 
 
As we embark on this journey, we have already seen some positive signs of The Citizens’ Election 
Program.  Candidates tell us they are enjoying the experience of going into their districts and collecting 
small donations from plain folks.  There is a new energy; a reinvention and reinvigoration of our election 
campaign process, and I feel fortunate to be the agency’s Director during this groundbreaking time.” 
 
A Landmark Approach to Public Campaign Financing 
“CT has adopted what is known as a “Clean Money” system of financing elections.” Jeffrey Garfield, said.   
In December 2005, the Connecticut General Assembly enacted, and Governor M. Jodi Rell signed, the 
most sweeping reform of the State’s campaign finance laws since the post Watergate era.  This campaign 
reform legislation has been heralded as a model for the U.S. 
 
The 2008 elections for the Connecticut General Assembly will be the first regular election in which 
legislative candidates may participate in the Citizens’ Election Program.  
 
The Citizens’ Election Program is a voluntary program which allows qualifying candidates for statewide 
offices and the General Assembly to receive full public financing.  To qualify for the Program, a candidate 
must forego PAC money, raise small contributions from individuals and adhere to campaign spending 
limits and other restrictions.  The Program, financed by the Citizens’ Election Fund, does not rely on tax 
revenue.   
 
“We have worked hard to build the statewide infrastructure to administer this innovative public financing 
program, and the Commission is very proud to announce that the Program is now up and running.” said 
Beth Rotman, Director of Connecticut’s Public Financing Program for the State Elections Enforcement 
Commission, the Citizens’ Election Program.    
 
“We are eager to begin the 2008 election season, and we anticipate an excellent participation rate among 
General Assembly candidates.  Turnout for our Program training sessions has been strong, and 
candidates continue to join the Program on a daily basis.  To date, 145 candidates have elected to 
participate in the voluntary Program.  For the first year of a voluntary program, this level of enthusiasm 
among candidates is unprecedented and very exciting.” Rotman said. 
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"Raising public confidence in government and our election process is an ongoing 
challenge," said Speaker of the House Jim Amann (D-Milford). "The support of this 
landmark campaign finance legislation on an overwhelming bipartisan basis sends a 
strong message that Democrats and Republicans can work together on critical issues 
of public trust."      
Speaker of the House Jim Amann (D-Milford) 
 
“This is an exiting and historic election season in Connecticut because we enter it with 
one of the best campaign finance systems in the nation. Public financing of campaigns 
takes power away from the lobbyists and special interests, and gives government back 
to the people.  Public financing also levels the playing field between incumbent and 
challenger, which should make for better campaigns – more focused on ideas and 
issues instead of endless fundraisers.” 
Senate President Pro Tem Donald Williams, Jr. (D-Brooklyn) 
 
"We are witnessing a historic shift from interests with big checkbooks to our 
constituents, friends, and neighbors – the people we serve. Individuals donating to 
campaigns this year are invested in our state and know that their contribution counts.  
Even a five-dollar contribution plays a role in the future of good government." 
House Majority Leader Christopher G. Donovan (D-Meriden) 
 
“I have been fighting to limit the influence of money in politics for at least 14 years in 
Connecticut.  This is a great day and one we deserve to celebrate.  Public financing is 
the only way to have truly clean elections and make our public office holders beholden 
to their constituents and not the special interests.  I believe this will open up the doors 
for a whole new generation of our citizens to get involved in the political process.” 
Secretary of the State - Susan Bysiewicz 
 
“I congratulate Executive Director Garfield and commend my staff and Core-CT for 
helping build the technology that supports the Citizen’s Election Program.  This was 
truly a cooperative effort that will benefit both the election process and our 
taxpayers.”  
Comptroller – Nancy Wyman 
 
“I have been an early and enthusiastic supporter of the Citizens’ Election Program and 
believe the timing of its enactment coincides with a renewed interest in citizens’ 
participation in the electoral process. The national presidential primaries have 
elicited a great deal of excitement about a citizen’s right to vote and run for public 
office. Public financing of campaigns makes the fundraising process more equitable 
and because a candidate’s financial support comes from a broader base, it is more 
representative of the wishes of the communities elected officials serve.”  
Connecticut State Treasurer - Denise L. Nappier 
 
“As a long-standing supporter of campaign finance reform, I am continuing the 
vigorous fight to defend this landmark legislation,” Attorney General Richard 
Blumenthal said. “Connecticut’s Citizen’s Election Program is solidly grounded in 
constitutional law and should be a national model.” 
Attorney General Richard Blumenthal 
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