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Ref:RequestfordeclaratoryrulingPresenceofGirlScoutswithin75'ofpollingplaceallowedunderConnecticutLaw(CGSSec.9-236)ornotandotherrequestedrulingsincluded
DearMr.Bandi,UndertheauthorityofCGSChapter54,Icomeforthwiththisrequestforadeclaratoryrulingfromyouragency.Tomyknowledge,thequestionspresentedhavenotbeenaddressedbythisagencyoranycourtsothisrequestismeanttoclarifyCGSSec.9-236forvariouselectionof?cials(election"judges",registrars,etc.).Sothisissueisripeforadeclaratoryruling.Onthelastelectionday,Inotedtheprivateorganizationcommonlyreferredtoas"GirlScouts"peddlingtheircookiesattwopollingplacesinEastLyme,CT.Iobjectedtotheirpresencewhichwaswithin75'ofthepollingplaces’entrances.
CGSSec.9-236states,inpart:Sec.9-236.Activitiesprohibitedinandnearpollingplace;distancemarkers;entryrestricted;exceptions.(a)0nthedayofanyprimary,referendumorelection,nopersonshallsolicitonbehalfoforinoppositiontothecandidacyofanotherorhimselforonbehalfoforinoppositiontoanyquestionbeingsubmittedattheelectionorreferendum,orloiterorpeddleoro?eranyadvertisingmatter,ballotorcirculartoanotherpersonwithinaradiusofseventy-?vefeetofanyoutsideentranceinuseasanentrytoanypollingplaceorinanycorridor,passagewayorotherapproachleadingfromanysuchoutsideentrancetosuchpollingplaceorinanyroomopeninguponanysuchcorridor,passagewayorapproach.Nothingcontainedinthissectionshallbeconstruedtoprohibit(1)parent-teacherassociationsorparent—teacherorganizationsfromholdingbakesalesorotherfund-raisingactivitiesonthedayofanyprimary,referendumorelectioninanyschoolusedasapollingplace,providedsuchsalesoractivitiesshallnotbeheldintheroominwhichtheelectionboothsarelocated,(2)theregistrarsofvotersfromdirectingtheofficialsataprimary,referendumorelectiontodistribute,withintherestrictedarea,adhesivelabelsonwhichareimprintedthewords“IVotedToday”,or(3)theregistrarsofvotersinaprimary,electionorreferendumfromjointlypermittingnonpartisanactivitiestobeconductedinaroomotherthantheroominwhichtheelectionboothsarelocated.Theregistrarsmayjointlyimposesuchconditionsandlimitationsonsuchnonpartisanactivityasdeemednecessarytoensuretheorderlyprocessofvoting.Themoderatorshallevictanypersonwhoinanywayinterfereswiththeorderlyprocessofvoting....(a)Anypersonwhoviolatesanyprovisionofthissectionor,whilethepollsareopenforvoting,removesorinjuresanysuchdistancemarker,shallbeguiltyofaclassCmisdemeanor.
ItisclearthatCGSSec.9-236prohibits"peddling"within75feetofthepollingplaceswiththeonlyexceptionsbeing"parent-teacherassociations"and"parent-teacherassociationsfromholdingbakesalesorotherfundraisingactivities".



Isupporttheexceptionsoftheparent-teacherassociations’activitiesastheydirectlybene?ttheschool(s)andIbelievethatthiswastheintentofthelegislatureincodifyingthesetwoexceptions.However,itisclearthattheorganizationoftheGirlScoutsisnotaparent-teacherorganization.Itisaprivateinstitutionwhoseactivitiesdonotbene?tanyschoollikeaparent-teacherorganizationdoes.
IhavebothpoliticalandreligiousobjectionstotheGirlScouts;theyarenotthebenignorganizationthatisgenerallythoughtoffrompeopleoutsidetheorganization.TheyareevenclearlydistinctanddifferentthantheorganizationknownasBoyScouts.WhenIcomplainedaboutthepresenceoftheGirlScoutstotheregistrar,theregistrarstatedthatsheallowedandgrantedthemauthoritytobewithinthe75footradiusofthepollingplaces’entrances.However,registrarsarenotgrantedtheauthoritybythelegislaturetocreatenewexceptionsorexemptionstothis75footradiusagainstpeddlingnotedinthestatue.TheSEECshouldtakejudicialnoticethatagenciesandpersonsworkingforagenciescanonlydowhatthelegislatureauthorizesthemtodoandforaregistrartograntanexceptionorexemptiontoCGSSec.9-236thatisnotwithinthestatueisoutsidethescopeoftheirauthority.ItiswellknownthattheGirlScoutorganizationsupportsPlannedParenthoodandteachestheirmemberstouseasrolemodelsknownMarxistsandcommunists.TheSEECshouldnotconsiderthattheGirlScoutsaresomeorganizationthatstrivestoimprovethefreedomsofthepeopleofthisnation.
Therulingsputforthinthisrequestforadeclaratoryrulingincludearequestforthefollowing?ndings:1)registrarscannotgrantexceptionsand/orexemptionsbeyondthosealreadyprovidedbythelegislatureofthisstate
2)theorganizationoftheGirlScoutsprohibitedfrompeddlingwithin75feetofthepollingplaces’entrancesonelectionday3)theonlypeddlersallowedthosespeci?callynotedwithinthestatueCGSSec.9-236tobeoftrueandactualteacher-parentorganizationsCGSSec.9-236'stextshouldguidetheSEECtocometoapprovethisdeclaratoryrulingasthelawisquiteclearastowhocanandcannotpeddletheirwaresonelectiondayattheelectionpollingplaces.AndregistrarswhowishtograntexemptionsandexceptionstothisstatuebeyondthoseauthorizedbyourGeneralAssemblyaregoingbeyondtheirauthority.What'snext?HitlerYouthorganizationsbeingallowedtoselltheirwaresonelectionday?GiventhecriminalprovisionsofthestatueitbehoovestheSEECtogive



furtherclari?cationoftheeffectofCGSSec.9-236toallthepublicanditspublicof?cials.
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