STATE OF CONNECTICUT
STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION

MINUTES ‘
STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
5t Floor Conference Room
November 18, 2014
9:00 A.M.

L Call to Order

Commissioner Castagno was present and called the meeting to order at 9:07 A.M.
Commissioners Salvatore Bramante, Stephen Penny and Michael Ajello were also
present. Agency staff was also present.

1L Approval of the Minutes
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of October 14, 2014
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of October 16, 2014
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of October 17, 2014

It was moved by Commissioner Bramante and seconded by Commissioner Penny to
approve the Minutes of the October 14, 2014, October 16, 2014 and October 17,
2014 minutes of the meetings were approved by a vote 4-0.

Commissioner Castagno added to Section V., Executive Session item number 16.
The matter is identified as In the Matter of a Complaint by Ronald Smith, New
Haven, File No. 2013-149.

III.  Administrative Reports

Mr. Brandi reported that Commission staff is preparing information for the
legislature related to the budget for the 16-17 fiscal years. SEEC is compiling that
information now through the OGA and will be submitting our budget request
shortly. Most of it is on current services basis and SEEC will also be looking at
adding certain staff positions over the next two years as it relates to the municipal
pilot program which we will be proposed again.

Mr. Brandi reported that the total number of grants for the 2014 election cycle is 287
which surpasses the number in 2012. Participation in the program continues to
increase with SEEC expended over 33 million dollars in campaign finance grants.

V.  Pending Complaints and Investigations
A. Public Session

1. Inthe Matter of a Complaint by Matthew Gaynor, Milford
File No. 2014-089
Proposed Findings & Conclusions
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Respondent: Gayle Slossberg
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern
Lead Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso

Attorney Ahern summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed
Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-089. He recommended adoption of
the Proposed Findings & Conclusions.

It was moved by Commissioner Bramante and seconded by Commissioner
Penny to adopt the Proposed Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-089.
So voted by a vote 4-0. The Findings & Conclusions are available on our
website under Commission Decisions.

. In the Matter of a Complaint by Marie Friess-McSparran, New London
File No. 2014-098
Proposed Findings & Conclusions

Respondents: Mark K. Minton
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

Attorney Ahern summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed
Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-098. He recommended adoption of
the Proposed Findings & Conclusions.

It was moved by Commissioner Ajello and seconded by Commissioner
Penny to adopt the Proposed Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-098.
So voted by a vote 4-0. The Findings & Conclusions are available on our
website under Commission Decisions.

. In the Matter of a Complaint by Morna Murray, Glastonbury
File No. 2014-078

Proposed Consent Order & Agreement

Respondent: Morna Murray
Attorney: William B. Smith

Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed
Consent Order & Agreement in File No. 2014-078. He recommended
adoption of the Proposed Consent Order & Agreement.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner
Bramante to adopt the Proposed Consent Order & Agreement in File No.
2014-078. So voted by a vote 4-0. The Proposed Consent Order &
Agreement are available on our website under Commission Decisions.



4. In the Matter of a Complaint by Colleen O’ Connor, West Haven
File No. 2014-022

Proposed Consent Order & Agreement

Respondent: Timothy M. Wrightington
Attorney: Patrick J. Lamb
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

Attorney Lamb summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed
Consent Order & Agreement in File No. 2014-022. He recommended
adoption of the Proposed Consent Order & Agreement.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner
Bramante to adopt the Proposed Consent Order & Agreement in File No.
2014-022. So voted by a vote 4-0. The Proposed Consent Order &
Agreement are available on our website under Commission Decisions.

5. In the Matter of a Complaint by John Q. Gale, ef al, Hartford
File No. 2014-080
Proposed Findings & Conclusions

Respondent: Eric Coleman
Attorney: James Talbert-Slagle
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

Attorney Talbert-Slagle summarized the above referenced complaint and
Proposed Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-080. He recommended
adoption of the Proposed Findings & Conclusions.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner
Bramante to adopt the Proposed Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-
080. So voted by a vote 4-0. The Findings & Conclusions are available on
our website under Commission Decisions.

Executive Session per General Statutes §§ 1-200(6)(B) and (E), and 1-
210(b)(1),(3),(4),(10) and General Statutes §9-7a, as amended by Public Act 11-48
§300

(Preliminary draft and agency consideration of enforcement action and
exempt records relative thereto)

It was moved by Commissioner Bramante and seconded by Commissioner Penny at
9:32 A.M. to enter into executive session. So voted.

Commissioners Castagno, Bramante, Ajello and Penny were present. Staff members
present were James Talbert-Slagle, Patrick Lamb, Kevin Ahern, William Smith,
Gilberto Oyola, Lindsey Leung, Ryan Burns, Scott Branfuhr, Marianne Sadowski,
Linda Waterman, Michael Brandi, Evelyn Gratacos and Sheri-Lyn Lagueux.
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It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Bramante at
12:27 A.M. to return to public session. So voted.

Following a short recess the Commission took the following action:

1.

In re: Referral by the Trumbull Registrars of Voters, Trumbull
File No. 2014-065

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

The matter is continued.

Pursuant to Section 9-7b-35 of The Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies, a Request for a Finding of Reason to Believe a Violation of General
Statutes § 9-608 Has Been Committed

Attorney: Patrick J. Lamb

Pursuant to Section 9-7b-35 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies,
the Commission finds that is has reason to believe that the named respondents
violated the election laws as described.

For the July 10, 2014 filing: File No. 2014-103NF, Respondent Frank W.
McKane, Treasurer of Abbate For State 2014; File No. 2014-104NF,
Respondent Jason Walsh, Treasurer of Citizens For Lee Whitnum; File No.
2014-105NF, Respondent Jason W. Bartlett, Treasurer of Connecticut Black
Caucus; File No. 2014-106NF, Respondent Regina V. Roundtree, Treasurer of
CT Black Republicans And Conservatives and File No. 2014-109NF,
Respondent Rosanna L. Carabelas, Treasurer of East Lyme Democratic Town
Committee.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner
Bramante to find that it has reason to believe that the above named
respondents violated the election laws as described. So voted by a vote 4-0.

In the Matter of a Complaint by Lisa Labella, Trumbull
File No. 2014-047

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: Patrick J. Lamb
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

The matter is continued.



4. In the Matter of a Complaint by Adam Grippo, Cheshire
File No. 2014-059
Proposed Findings & Conclusions
Attorney: Patrick J. Lamb
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

Attorney Lamb summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed
Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-059. He recommended adoption of
the Proposed Findings & Conclusions.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to adopt the Proposed Findings & Conclusions in File No. 2014-059. So
voted by a vote 4-0. The Findings & Conclusions are available on our website
under Commission Decisions.

5. In the Matter of a Complaint by Leo Canty, Windsor
File No. 2012-077
Recommendation of Counsel
Attorney: James Talbert-Slagle
Lead Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso

The matter is continued.

6. Inthe Matter of a Complaint by Leo Canty, Windsor
File No. 2012-141
Recommendation of Counsel
Attorney: James Talbert-Slagle
Lead Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso

The matter is continued.

7. Inre: Request to Initiate Investigation Based Upon Grant Application
Validation for Luna 3™ District, 2014
Recommendation of Counsel
Attorney: James Talbert-Slagle

Attorney Talbert-Slagle summarized the above referenced Recommendation
of Counsel in the above matter. He recommended an Initiation of
Investigation.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to Initiate Investigation Based Upon Grant Application Validation for Luna 3™
District, 2014. So voted by a vote 4-0.



8.

10.

11.

In the Matter of a Complaint by Patrick S. Dwyer, Bridgewater

File No. 2014-049

Reconsideration of Proposed Findings & Conclusions/Consent Order
Attorney: William B. Smith

Lead Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola

The matter is continued.

In re: Request to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding
Contributions by Employees of “Matt Smith”

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: William B. Smith

Lead Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso

Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced Recommendation of
Counsel in the above matter. He recommended an Initiation of Investigation.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding Contributions by
Employees of “Matt Smith”. So voted by a vote 4-0.

In re: Request to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding
Contributions by Employees of “Star Distributors”

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: William B. Smith

Lead Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso

Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced Recommendation of
Counsel in the above matter. He recommended an Initiation of Investigation.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding Contributions by
Employees of “Star Distributors”. So voted by a vote 4-0.

In the Matter of a Complaint by Julie Beman, Hartford
File No. 2013-158

Proposed Findings & Conclusions

Attorney: William B. Smith
Lead Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola

The matter is continued.



12.

13.

14.

15.

In the Matter of a Complaint by Paul C. Gianesini, et al, Terryville
File No. 2013-162

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: William B. Smith

Lead Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola

The matter is continued.

In the Matter of a Complaint by Karen A. Murphy & Michael J. Telesca
File No. 2013-127

Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: William B. Smith

Lead Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola

The matter is continued.

In re: Request to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding
Possible Straw Contributions to “Thompson-Daniel 2014”
Recommendation of Counsel

Attorney: William B. Smith

Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr

Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced Recommendation of
Counsel in the above matter. He recommended an Initiation of Investigation.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner
Bramante to Initiate Investigations Based Upon Findings Regarding Possible
Straw Contributions to “Thompson-Daniel 2014, So voted by a vote 4-0.

Recommendation of Counsel: Necessary to Investigate Determination
pursuant to General Statutes §9-7a, as amended by Public Act 11-48 §300

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and Seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to make a determination that it is necessary to investigate violations relating to
thirty-three (33) complaints in File Nos.: 2014-123, 2014-124, 2014-125,
2014-126, 2014-127, 2014-128, 2014-129, 2014-130, 2014-131, 2014-132,
2014-133, 2014-134, 2014-135, 2014-136, 2014-137, 2014-138, 2014-139,
2014-140, 2014-141, 2014-142, 2014-143,2014-144, 2014-145, 2014-146,
2014-147, 2014-148, 2014-149, 2014-150, 2014-151, 2014-152, 2014-153,
2014-154, and 2014-155. So voted by a vote 4-0.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and Seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to make a determination that it is necessary to investigate violations relating to



one (1) complaint in File No.: 2014-156. So voted by a 3-0-1 vote with
Commissioner Bramante abstaining.

16. In the Matter of a Complaint by Ronald Smith, New Haven
File No. 2013-149
Request for Investigatory Subpoena Authorization
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern
Lead Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola

Attorney Ahern summarized the above referenced Recommendation of
Counsel in the above matter. He recommended the Commission authorize a
request for an Investigatory Subpoena.

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello
to authorize the issuance of an Investigatory Subpoena”. So voted by a vote
4-0.

VI.  Consideration of Matters Discussed in Executive Session
VII. Adjournment

It was moved by Commissioner Penny and seconded by Commissioner Ajello at 12:34
P.M. to adjourn the meeting. So voted. Unless otherwise indicated, all votes of the
Commission were unanimous.

Respectfully Submitted,

Clerk of the Commission

Adopted this 16" day of December, 2014 at Hartford, Connecticut.

Wm/

' IAnthonyJ\ Ca agno(/
By Order of e Commission

The next regular scheduled meeting is December 16, 2014 at 9:00 A.M. in the 5th Floor
Conference room.



