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Draft Minutes 
6BSTATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

5th Floor Conference Room 
August 21, 2013 

9:00 A.M. 
 

I. Call to Order 
Chairman Anthony Castagno was present and called the meeting to order at 9:05 
A.M.  Commissioners Stephen Cashman, Patricia Stankevicius, and Stephen Penny 
were present, agency staff was also present. 
 
Commissioner Castagno swore in Stephen Penny as a Commissioner of SEEC. 

 
II. Approval of the Minutes 

Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of July 17, 2013 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner  
Stankevicius to approve the Minutes of the July 17, 2013 Regular Meeting.  So 
voted.  Commissioner Penny abstained from voting. 
 

 
III. Administrative Reports 

Mr. Brandi reported that all SEEC positions have been filled.  Linda Waterman will 
be the next Director of Campaign Disclosure & Audit, and Henry Herschkorn will be 
the next Fiscal Administrative Officer. 

SEEC is cutting costs with office equipment contracts and Westlaw use.  Staff is 
keeping up with training and staying current with new technologies and 
developments. 

Regarding operations, municipal campaigns are coming up and many calls are 
coming in about the new election law. 

 
IV. Pending Complaints and Investigations 

A.  Consideration of Hearing Officer’s Reports 
 

1. In the Matter of a Referral by the Campaign Disclosure and Audit Unit of 
the State Elections Enforcement Commission 
File No. 2013-022NF 

http://www.ct.gov/seec
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Hearing Officer: Michael J. Brandi 
Respondent: Greg Williams 
Prosecutors: Patrick J. Lamb 
 
Attorney Patrick Lamb summarized the above referenced report in File No. 
2013-022NF.  He recommended an amendment to the report.  He also 
recommended adoption of the Final Decision.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the amendment in File No. 2013-022NF.  So voted. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Final Decision as amended in File No. 2013-
022NF.  So voted.  The Final Decision is available on our website under 
Commission Decisions. 

 
2. In the Matter of a Referral by the Campaign Disclosure and Audit Unit of 

the State Elections Enforcement Commission 
File No. 2013-023NF 
Hearing Officer: Michael J. Brandi 
Respondent: Walter J. Moriarty 
Prosecutors: Patrick J. Lamb 
 
Attorney Patrick Lamb summarized the above referenced report in File No. 
2013-023NF.  He recommended an amendment to the report.  He also 
recommended adoption of the Final Decision.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Final Decision as amended in File No. 2013-
023NF.  So voted.  The Final Decision is available on our website under 
Commission Decisions. 

 
3. In the Matter of a Referral by the Campaign Disclosure and Audit Unit of 

the State Elections Enforcement Commission 
File No. 2013-030NF 
Hearing Officer: Michael J. Brandi 
Respondent: Jonathan C. Fornwalt 
Prosecutors: Patrick J. Lamb 

 
Attorney Patrick Lamb summarized the above referenced report in File No. 
2013-30NF.  He recommended an amendment to the report.  He also 
recommended adoption of the Final Decision.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Final Decision as amended in File No. 2013-
30NF.  So voted.  The Final Decision is available on our website under 
Commission Decisions. 
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4. In the Matter of a Referral by the Campaign Disclosure and Audit Unit of 

the State Elections Enforcement Commission 
File No. 2013-032NF 
Hearing Officer: Michael J. Brandi 
Respondent: Ralph A. Lewis 
Prosecutors: Patrick J. Lamb 
 
Attorney Patrick Lamb summarized the above referenced report in File No. 
2013-30NF.  He recommended an amendment to the report.  He also 
recommended adoption of the Final Decision.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Final Decision as amended in File No. 2013-
30NF.  So voted.  The Final Decision is available on our website under 
Commission Decisions. 
 

B. Public Session  
 

1. In the Matter of a Complaint by Ralph A. Ford, Bridgeport 
File No. 2012-160 
Proposed Findings and Conclusions  
Respondent: Lydia Martinez 
Attorney: William B. Smith 
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 
 
Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Findings and Conclusions in File No. 2012-160.  He recommended adoption 
of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File No. 
2012-160.  So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions are available 
on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

2. In the Matter of a Complaint by Paul Krell, Bristol 
File No. 2013-004   
Proposed Findings and Conclusions  
Respondent:   Jon P. Fitzgerald 
Attorney:    William B. Smith 
Legal Investigator:  Gilberto Oyola 
 
Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Findings and Conclusions in File No. 2013-004.  He recommended adoption 
of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
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It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Penny to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File No. 2013-004.  
So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions are available on our 
website under Commission Decisions. 
 

3. In the Matter of a Complaint by Wilm Donath and Carola Cammann, 
Stamford 
File No. 2013-008 
Proposed Consent Agreement and Order 
Respondent:   Daniel M. McCabe 
Attorney:    William B. Smith 
Legal Investigator:  Gilberto Oyola 
 
Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Consent Agreement and Order in File No. 2013-008.  He recommended 
adoption of the Proposed Consent Agreement and Order. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Consent Agreement and Order in File No. 
2013-008.  So voted.  The Proposed Consent Agreement and Order is 
available on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

4. In the Matter of a Complaint by Ronald C. Eleveld, Windsor   
File No. 2013-078 
Proposed Findings and Conclusions  
Respondent: Dr. Jeffrey Villar 
Attorney: William B. Smith  
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr 
 
Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Findings and Conclusions and Order in File No. 2013-078.  He recommended 
adoption of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions, as amended in 
File No. 2013-078.  So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions are 
available on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

5. In the Matter of Complaints by George Gallo, East Hampton, File No. 
2013-082 and Allison M. Tokarz & William E. Tokarz, East Hampton, File 
No. 2013-090 
Proposed Findings and Conclusions  
Respondent: Mark L. Winzler 
Attorney: William B. Smith  
Legal Investigator: Scott Branfuhr 
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Attorney Smith summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Consent Agreement and Order in File Nos. 2013-082 and 2013-090.  He 
recommended adoption of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File Nos. 
2013-082 and 2013-090.  So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions 
are available on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

6. In the Matter of a Referral by the Waterbury Clerk and Registrar of 
Voters, Waterbury 
File No. 2011-131 
Proposed Findings & Conclusions  
Respondents: Luis Lopez, et al 
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern  
Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola 
 
Attorney Ahern summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Findings and Conclusions in File No. 2011-131.  He recommended adoption 
of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File No. 
2011-131.  So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions are available 
on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

7. In the Matter of a Referral by Town Clerk, Joyce Mascena, Glastonbury 
File No. 2012-153B  
Proposed Consent Order 
Respondent: Linda DeGroff 
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern 
 
Attorney Ahern summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Consent Agreement and Order in File No. 2012-153B.  He recommended 
adoption of the Proposed Consent Order. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Consent Order in File No. 2012-153B.   
So voted.  The Proposed Consent Order is available on our website under 
Commission Decisions. 

 
8. In the Matter of a Complaint by Myrna Watanabe, Harwinton 

File No. 2012-161 
Proposed Findings & Conclusions 
Attorney: James M. Talbert-Slagle 
Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso 
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Attorney Talbert-Slagle summarized the above referenced complaint and 
Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File No. 2012-153.  He recommended 
adoption of the Proposed Findings and Conclusions. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Findings and Conclusions in File No. 
2012-143.  So voted.  The Proposed Findings and Conclusions are available 
on our website under Commission Decisions. 
 

9. It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to add an item to the Executive Session, File No. 2010-002.  So 
voted. 
 

V. Executive Session per General Statutes §§ 1-200(6)(B) and (E), and 1-
210(b)(1),(3),(4),(10) and General Statutes §9-7a, as amended by Public 
Act 11-48 §300   (Preliminary draft and agency consideration of 
enforcement action and exempt records relative thereto) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius at 10:25 A.M. to proceed into Executive Session pursuant to C.G.S.§§ 
1-200(6)(B) and (E), and 1-210(b)(1),(3),(4) and (10) to discuss strategy and 
negotiations with respect to pending claims and exempt records. So voted.  
 
Commissioners Castagno, Cashman, Stankevicius and Penny were present. Staff 
members present were, Nancy Staniewicz, Kevin Ahern, Michael Brandi, Shannon 
Kief, Evelyn Gratacos, William Smith, James Talbert-Slagle, Patrick Lamb, 
Marianne Sadowski, Josh Foley, Lisa Nightingale, Scott Branfuhr, Charlie Urso, 
Sarah Steinberg, Matt Pribula, Mann Hasen, and Sheri-Lyn Lagueux. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius at 12:12 P.M. to return to public session. So voted. 
 

1. In the Matter of a Complaint by Tina Gardner and Carole Young- 
Kleinfeld, 

 Wilton, File No. 2012-175 
 Proposed Recommendation of Counsel  
 Attorney: William B. Smith  
 Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola 
 
 This matter is continued. 
 
2.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Jonathan Pelto, Storrs, File 

No. 2012-190 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel  
Attorney: William B. Smith  
Legal Investigator: Gilberto Oyola 
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This matter is continued. 
 

3.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Stanley Heller and Lou Ann Villani, West 
Haven, File No. 2013-017 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: William B. Smith 
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 
 
This matter is continued. 

 
4.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Hector L. Lopez and David A. Bedell, New 

Canaan, File No. 2013-018 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: William B. Smith 
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 
 
This matter is continued. 

 
5.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Stephen S. Stambaugh-Walter, 

Seymour, File No. 2013-019 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: William B. Smith 
Legal Investigators:    Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 
 
This matter is continued. 

 
6.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Cora M. Santaguida, et al., 

Stamford, File No. 2013-020 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: William B. Smith 
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 

 
This matter is continued. 

 
7.   In the Matter of a Referral by a SEEC Elections Officer, Hartford 

File No. 2013-079NT 
Proposed Consent Agreement and Order 
Attorney: Patrick J. Lamb 
 

Attorney Lamb summarized the above referenced complaint and Proposed 
Consent Agreement and Order in File No. 2013-079NT.  He recommended 
adoption of the Proposed Consent Agreement and Order. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the Proposed Consent Agreement and Order in File No. 
2013-079NT.  So voted.  The Proposed Consent Agreement and Order is 
available on our website under Commission Decisions. 
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8.   In the Matter of a Complaint by Dana Ozimek, Mansfield Center 

File No. 2013-009 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern 
Legal Investigators: Scott Branfuhr and Gilberto Oyola 
 
This matter is continued. 

 
9.   In re: SEEC Initiated “Aldarondo 2010,” Hartford 

File No. 2012-025 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel  
Attorney:  James M. Talbert-Slagle  
Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso 

 
This matter is continued. 

 
10.  In re: SEEC Initiated “Jim Miron for Senate,” Hartford 

File No. 2012-051 
Proposed Recommendation of Counsel 
Attorney: James M. Talbert-Slagle 
Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso 

 
This matter is continued. 

 
11.  In re: SEEC Initiated “East End Political Action Committee,” Hartford 

File No. 2013-003 
Request for Subpoena 
Attorney: James M. Talbert-Slagle 
Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso 

 
Attorney Talbert-Slagle summarized the above referenced complaint and 
Request for an Investigatory Subpoena in File No. 2013-003 
  
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to authorize the Request for Investigatory Subpoena in File No. 
2013-003.   So voted.   
 

12.  In the Matter of a Complaint by Anthony Santino, Hamden 
File No. 2013-042 
Informational Memorandum to Commission 
Attorney: Kevin M. Ahern  
Legal Investigator: Charlie Urso 

 
This matter is informational only and no action is required. 
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13. Recommendation of Counsel: Necessary to Investigate Determination 
pursuant to General Statutes §9-7b (a) (1) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner  
Stankevicius to move to make a determination that it is necessary to 
investigate violations relating to six complaints in File Nos.: 2013-103, 2013-
104, 2013-105, 2013-106, 2013-107 and 2013-108.  So voted. 
 

14. Request for Permission to Draft Two Declaratory Rulings 
 
This matter is continued.   
 

15. In the Matter of a Complaint by Caleb Kleppner, New Haven 
File No. 2010-002 
Request for Reason to Believe 
Attorney:    James M. Talbert-Slagle 
 
Attorney Talbert-Slagle summarized the above request for reason to believe in 
File No. 2010-002.  He recommended adoption as to 4 defendants. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to adopt the proposed Reason to Believe in File No. 2010-002.  
So voted.   

 
1) As to Hector Rivera it was moved by Commissioner Cashman and 

seconded by Commissioner Stankevicius to adopt the proposed Reason 
to Believe, and designate a hearing officer for a preliminary hearing 
date of October 23, 2013 in File No. 2010-002. Appointment of a 
hearing officer will be designated when the matter is scheduled for a 
hearing.    So voted.  
 

2) As to Debra Hauser it was moved by Commissioner Cashman and 
seconded by Commissioner Stankevicius to adopt the proposed Reason 
to Believe, and designate a hearing officer for a preliminary hearing 
date of October 23, 2013 in File No. 2010-002. Appointment of a 
hearing officer will be designated when the matter is scheduled for a 
hearing.    So voted.  

 
 

3) As to John DeStefano it was moved by Commissioner Cashman and 
seconded by Commissioner Stankevicius to adopt the proposed Reason 
to Believe, and designate a hearing officer for a preliminary hearing 
date of October 23, 2013 in File No. 2010-002. Appointment of a 
hearing officer will be designated when the matter is scheduled for a 
hearing.  So voted.  
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4) As to Sean Matteson it was moved by Commissioner Cashman and 
seconded by Commissioner Stankevicius to adopt the proposed Reason 
to Believe, and designate a hearing officer for a preliminary hearing 
date of October 23, 2013 in File No. 2010-002. Appointment of a 
hearing officer will be designated when the matter is scheduled for a 
hearing.  So voted.   

 
Consideration of Draft Audit Reports 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius to approve the issuance of the aforementioned committee draft 
Audit Reports 1-7 as Final Audit Reports.   So voted. 
 

1. “Mike France 2012,” Mike France 
Examiner: Dinorah Collado 
 

2.  “Committee to Re-Elect Orange 2012,” Linda Orange 
Examiner: Kristina Corbett 
 

3.  “Stan Soby for State Representative,” Stan Soby 
  Examiner: Kristina Corbett 
 

4.   “Re-Elect Wadsworth 2012,” William Wadsworth 
  Examiner: Dinorah Collado 
 

5.   “Friends of Russ,” Russ Morin 
   Examiner: Kristina Corbett 
 

6.   “Doug2012,” Doug Bendetto 
   Examiner: Kristina Corbett 
 

7.   “Frantz for State Senate,” L. Scott Frantz 
  Examiner: Salman Munir 

 
VI. Adjournment  

It was moved by Commissioner Cashman and seconded by Commissioner 
Stankevicius at 12:21 P.M. to adjourn the meeting. So voted. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all votes of the Commission were unanimous. 

 

The next regular scheduled meeting is September 18, 2013 in the 5th Floor Conference 
room.  
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