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Objectives of the Campaign Objectives of the Campaign 
Finance LawsFinance Laws

Disclosure, 

Fairness and

Accountability
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Composition of CommissionComposition of Commission

BipartisanBipartisan
5 Members5 Members

2 Republicans2 Republicans
2 Democrats2 Democrats
1 Unaffiliated1 Unaffiliated

5 year terms5 year terms
Restrictions on Political ActivitiesRestrictions on Political Activities
Decide Policy and CasesDecide Policy and Cases
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StaffStaff
Restrictions on Political ActivitiesRestrictions on Political Activities

Budget  Budget  -- $1.8 million General Fund$1.8 million General Fund

$2.3 million Citizens Election Fund$2.3 million Citizens Election Fund

29 Full29 Full--time staff (and growing)time staff (and growing)

Civil ServiceCivil Service
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Duties and Responsibilities of Duties and Responsibilities of 
StaffStaff

Fiscal Year 06Fiscal Year 06--0707
288 Investigations 288 Investigations 
$83,113 Fines $83,113 Fines 

AuditsAudits
Advisory OpinionsAdvisory Opinions
Public EducationPublic Education
Legislative RecommendationsLegislative Recommendations
Distinction Between SEEC and SOTSDistinction Between SEEC and SOTS
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Comprehensive Campaign Finance Comprehensive Campaign Finance 
Reform Reform (Public Act 05(Public Act 05--5)5)

Public Financing Program for Statewide and Public Financing Program for Statewide and 
General Assembly Candidates General Assembly Candidates 
State Contractor Contribution and Solicitation State Contractor Contribution and Solicitation 
banban
Lobbyist Contribution and Solicitation banLobbyist Contribution and Solicitation ban
New Contribution Limits for Party, PAC and New Contribution Limits for Party, PAC and 
Candidate CommitteesCandidate Committees
Filing Repository moved to SEEC from SOTS Filing Repository moved to SEEC from SOTS 
Development of New Electronic Campaign Development of New Electronic Campaign 
Finance Reporting SystemFinance Reporting System
Administered and enforced by SEECAdministered and enforced by SEEC
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New SEEC Campaign FinanceNew SEEC Campaign Finance
Registration & Reporting FormsRegistration & Reporting Forms



99

Candidates ResponsibilitiesCandidates Responsibilities

Properly register a committee or file Properly register a committee or file 
and qualify for an exemption.and qualify for an exemption.

Account for their own expenses.Account for their own expenses.

Receive copies of the financial Receive copies of the financial 
statements from their treasurer that statements from their treasurer that 
are filed with the town clerkare filed with the town clerk’’s office, if s office, if 
they have a candidate committee.they have a candidate committee.
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You are a candidate when:You are a candidate when:
•• You solicit or receive contributions, or make You solicit or receive contributions, or make 

expenditures (including personal funds) to expenditures (including personal funds) to 
further your candidacy or authorize another further your candidacy or authorize another 
to do so on your behalf.to do so on your behalf.

•• You receive the party endorsement.You receive the party endorsement.
•• You otherwise have become eligible to You otherwise have become eligible to 

appear on the ballot at a primary or election.appear on the ballot at a primary or election.
•• ANDAND
•• You must file SEEC Form 1 and 1A or 1B You must file SEEC Form 1 and 1A or 1B 

within 10 days of becoming a candidatewithin 10 days of becoming a candidate
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Municipal Candidate ResponsibilitiesMunicipal Candidate Responsibilities

Each candidate is required to file SEEC Form 1, Each candidate is required to file SEEC Form 1, ““Registration by Registration by 
CandidateCandidate”” with the Town Clerk within 10 days of becoming a with the Town Clerk within 10 days of becoming a 
candidate.candidate.
Each candidate must indicate how their campaign will be funded oEach candidate must indicate how their campaign will be funded on n 
the SEEC Form 1, Form 1A or Form 1B (if applicable).the SEEC Form 1, Form 1A or Form 1B (if applicable).
Failure to file SEEC Form 1, Form 1A or Form 1B will result in tFailure to file SEEC Form 1, Form 1A or Form 1B will result in the he 
imposition of a MANDATORY $100 penalty by the Town Clerk.imposition of a MANDATORY $100 penalty by the Town Clerk.
The Town Clerk has no discretion to waive the $100 penalty and iThe Town Clerk has no discretion to waive the $100 penalty and it t 
must be paid by personal funds of the candidate.must be paid by personal funds of the candidate.
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Failure to File Candidate Committee Failure to File Candidate Committee 
Registration or ExemptionRegistration or Exemption

If candidate does not file, Town Clerk If candidate does not file, Town Clerk 
assesses penalty of $100assesses penalty of $100
If candidate does not respond to Town If candidate does not respond to Town 
Clerk notice within seven days, Town Clerk notice within seven days, Town 
Clerk must refer to SEECClerk must refer to SEEC
If referred to SEEC, mandatory If referred to SEEC, mandatory 
minimum fine of $200, and up to minimum fine of $200, and up to 
$2,000$2,000
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EveryEvery
candidate candidate 
must must 
complete complete 
Form 1Form 1
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Registering Registering 
individual individual 
candidate candidate 
committee committee 
requires requires 
completion of completion of 
Form 1AForm 1A
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Candidate Candidate 
& & 

Treasurer Treasurer 
Signature Signature 
requiredrequired
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CAUTIONCAUTION
•• A candidateA candidate is prohibited from serving as is prohibited from serving as 
their own treasurer.their own treasurer.

Candidate funded by a town committee Candidate funded by a town committee 
can not remain treasurer or deputy can not remain treasurer or deputy 
treasurer of the town committee.  treasurer of the town committee.  
Candidate required to resign until no Candidate required to resign until no 
longer a candidate.longer a candidate.
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Town Committee Town Committee 
acting as slateacting as slate

Separate slate Separate slate 
Committee Committee 
formedformed
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Party Committees now have LIMITS on Party Committees now have LIMITS on 
what they can contribute to candidates.what they can contribute to candidates.
Party Committees previously could Party Committees previously could 
contribute UNLIMITED to candidates.contribute UNLIMITED to candidates.

NEW NEW –– Contribution LimitsContribution Limits
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Town Committee Contribution Town Committee Contribution 
LimitsLimits

CEO of Municipality CEO of Municipality -- $3,000$3,000
Other municipal offices Other municipal offices -- $1,500$1,500
Exploratory committee Exploratory committee -- $375$375
Exploratory committee (state rep/Exploratory committee (state rep/unspecunspec) ) -- $250$250
Slate committee Slate committee -- $ 1,500$ 1,500
Legislative Leadership/Caucus Committees Legislative Leadership/Caucus Committees --
$2,000$2,000
Other political committees Other political committees -- $1,500$1,500
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ORGANIZATION EXPENDITUREORGANIZATION EXPENDITURE

Large Large exemptionexemption from the definition of from the definition of 
contribution and expenditurecontribution and expenditure
Used only by party, legislative leadership Used only by party, legislative leadership 
and caucus committeesand caucus committees
Still reported, but DOES NOT COUNT Still reported, but DOES NOT COUNT 
TOWARDS CONTRIBUTION LIMITTOWARDS CONTRIBUTION LIMIT
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ORGANIZATION EXPENDITUREORGANIZATION EXPENDITURE

PARTY CANDIDATE LISTINGPARTY CANDIDATE LISTING
Lists Lists name(sname(s) of candidates) of candidates
Treatment of all candidates similarTreatment of all candidates similar
Content limited to:Content limited to:

Identifying information for each candidateIdentifying information for each candidate
(photographs, office sought, office held, party affiliation, bri(photographs, office sought, office held, party affiliation, brief ef 
position statement, philosophy, goals, accomplishments of position statement, philosophy, goals, accomplishments of 
candidate(scandidate(s) or party)) or party)

Encouragement to vote for each such candidateEncouragement to vote for each such candidate
Information concerning voting Information concerning voting (hours and locations)(hours and locations)

Can be disseminated in any mediumCan be disseminated in any medium
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ORGANIZATION EXPENDITUREORGANIZATION EXPENDITURE
Document in Printed or Electronic FormatDocument in Printed or Electronic Format

Voter ListVoter List

List of registered votersList of registered voters
Copy of an issue paper or party platformCopy of an issue paper or party platform
Information on compliance with election Information on compliance with election 
law requirementslaw requirements

Provided to a candidate who is a member of Provided to a candidate who is a member of 
the partythe party
Created or maintained by party, LLC or LCC Created or maintained by party, LLC or LCC 
for party or caucus buildingfor party or caucus building
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ORGANIZATION ORGANIZATION 
EXPENDITUREEXPENDITURE

A campaign event at which a A campaign event at which a 
candidate or candidates are presentcandidate or candidates are present
Payment of a single advisor to provide Payment of a single advisor to provide 
assistance relating to campaign assistance relating to campaign 
organization, financing, accounting, organization, financing, accounting, 
strategy, law or mediastrategy, law or media
Use of offices, telephones, and Use of offices, telephones, and 
equipment that does not result in an equipment that does not result in an 
additional cost to the partyadditional cost to the party
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AD BOOKSAD BOOKS
(Program Booklet for Fundraising Affairs)(Program Booklet for Fundraising Affairs)

Exemption DOES NOT EXIST ON THE Exemption DOES NOT EXIST ON THE 
STATE LEVEL anymore (no business or STATE LEVEL anymore (no business or 
union treasury fund purchase of ads)union treasury fund purchase of ads)
ONLY for Municipal Candidates and Town ONLY for Municipal Candidates and Town 
CommitteesCommittees
Lobbyists, contractors and their families Lobbyists, contractors and their families 
cannot purchase ads from Town cannot purchase ads from Town 
CommitteesCommittees
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Party Committee SupplementParty Committee Supplement

FOR PARTY COMMITTEES ONLY:FOR PARTY COMMITTEES ONLY:
Handout in packet explaining the new Handout in packet explaining the new 
Lobbyist and State Contractor Contribution Lobbyist and State Contractor Contribution 
and Solicitation bansand Solicitation bans
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TreasurerTreasurer’’s Responsibilitiess Responsibilities

Receive, Deposit and Receive, Deposit and 
Expend FundsExpend Funds
File ReportsFile Reports
Appoints SolicitorsAppoints Solicitors
Maintain Detailed Maintain Detailed 
Financial RecordsFinancial Records
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Filing DatesFiling Dates

September 4September 4thth ((Candidates participating in September 11Candidates participating in September 11thth primary)primary)

October 11October 11thth (Losing Primary Candidate Committees only)(Losing Primary Candidate Committees only)

October 10October 10thth (Quarterly)(Quarterly)

October 31October 31stst (7 days before the election)(7 days before the election)

December 10December 10thth (Losing Primary Candidates reporting deficits)(Losing Primary Candidates reporting deficits)

December 17December 17thth (Losing Primary Candidates which had surplus)(Losing Primary Candidates which had surplus)

Post Election Filing Dates will be covered in the last sectionPost Election Filing Dates will be covered in the last section
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Form EDForm ED--4646

$1,000 & UNDER ONLY$1,000 & UNDER ONLY

Form EDForm ED--4545

OVER $1,000OVER $1,000

TreasurerTreasurer’’s Statementss Statements

aka Short Formaka Short Form aka Long Formaka Long Form
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$1,000 and UNDER ONLY$1,000 and UNDER ONLY

aka Short Formaka Short Form

SEEC FORM 21SEEC FORM 21

Replaces Form ED-46 

Who can file it?
Committees that received 
or expended less than 
$1000 from the creation 
of the committee to the 
last day of the reporting 
period. 

Who can’t?
Town Committee’s for 
the January 10th and 7th

day preceding the 
election filings.

Short Form Campaign 
Finance Disclosure 
Statement
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$1,000 & UNDER ONLY$1,000 & UNDER ONLY

SEEC FORM 20SEEC FORM 20

• Replaces Form ED- 45

Must Use This When:

The committee has received 
or spent over $1000.

aka Long Formaka Long Form

OVER $1,000OVER $1,000

Itemized Campaign Finance 
Disclosure Statement
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Where do you file these forms?Where do you file these forms?

Candidate, Slate and Candidate, Slate and 
Exploratory CommitteesExploratory Committees

FilingsFilings Town ClerkTown Clerk

Town CommitteesTown Committees
OriginalsOriginals SEECSEEC

CopiesCopies Town ClerkTown Clerk
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File in PersonFile in Person

Must be filed by 4:30 Must be filed by 4:30 
p.m. on the day that p.m. on the day that 
they are duethey are due
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File by MailFile by Mail

Filings must be Postmark Filings must be Postmark 
by Midnight of Due Dateby Midnight of Due Date
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Mandatory Late Fee $100Mandatory Late Fee $100
Personal liability of treasurerPersonal liability of treasurer
CannotCannot be paid from committee fundsbe paid from committee funds
CannotCannot be waived by the Town Clerk.be waived by the Town Clerk.
If you donIf you don’’t pay this penalty in the time prescribed by the t pay this penalty in the time prescribed by the 
town clerk in a delinquency notice she has to refer it to the town clerk in a delinquency notice she has to refer it to the 
SEECSEEC

October 12, 2007

City of New Haven
One hundred 

100.00

Personal Fine Alfred T. Butler
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$200 Mandatory Minimum Late Fee $200 Mandatory Minimum Late Fee 
if Referred to the SEECif Referred to the SEEC

And up to $2,000And up to $2,000
No discretion to go below $200No discretion to go below $200

State Elections Enforcement Comm. $200

Two hundred

November 7, 2007

Alfred T. Butler
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Treasurers May Appoint Treasurers May Appoint 

SolicitorsSolicitors

Are individuals who can receive but not spend funds
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Solicitors ResponsibilitiesSolicitors Responsibilities

A solicitor must turn over receipts 
to the treasurer:

In the form received 
DO NOT add all of the money up and turn over 1 
check!

Within 7 days of receipt
With a list of contributors (name & address of donor, 

amount, etc.)
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Municipal Solicitation Ban Municipal Solicitation Ban 

A Municipal employee mayA Municipal employee may NOTNOT

solicit a contribution from an individual solicit a contribution from an individual 
under their supervisionunder their supervision

OROR
the spouse or dependent child of that the spouse or dependent child of that 
individual under their supervisionindividual under their supervision

ALSOALSO
Your Your bossboss cannot solicit you or your family!cannot solicit you or your family!
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ReceiptsReceipts
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A Contribution is:A Contribution is:
Monetary Gift from an IndividualMonetary Gift from an Individual

cash, check, bank instrument or credit cardcash, check, bank instrument or credit card

Transfer of assets from one committee to anotherTransfer of assets from one committee to another
ABC PAC ABC PAC $ or anything of value $ or anything of value Mary Smith for Mayor Mary Smith for Mayor 
CommitteeCommittee

Loan made by individual or entity other than a Loan made by individual or entity other than a 
bankbank

Written contract, promise, or agreement to make Written contract, promise, or agreement to make 
contributioncontribution

ANDAND……..



4242

Goods, services or anything or value given to the Goods, services or anything or value given to the 
committee for free or at a discount price.committee for free or at a discount price.

Examples:   Stamps, computers, office suppliesExamples:   Stamps, computers, office supplies……etc.etc.

a.k.a.a.k.a.
““InIn--Kind ContributionsKind Contributions””
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Prohibited Sources of ContributionsProhibited Sources of Contributions

Candidate CommitteesCandidate Committees
MAY NOT ACCEPTMAY NOT ACCEPT contributions fromcontributions from

Another candidate committeeAnother candidate committee

A business entity or labor unionA business entity or labor union

National committee of a political National committee of a political 
partyparty

Any unregistered committeeAny unregistered committee
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What is a Business Entity?What is a Business Entity?

CorporationsCorporations

PartnershipsPartnerships

Trade or Professional Trade or Professional 
AssociationsAssociations

Other for profit entitiesOther for profit entities
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Who is an Individual?Who is an Individual?

Human BeingHuman Being

Sole ProprietorSole Proprietor

Solely Owned Professional CorporationSolely Owned Professional Corporation
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Watch Out For Watch Out For 
Anonymous ContributorsAnonymous Contributors

Anonymous ContributionAnonymous Contribution
$ (Cash)$ (Cash) given without the contributor present and no infogiven without the contributor present and no info

about the contributor known to treasurerabout the contributor known to treasurer

Can only accept them if $15 or lessCan only accept them if $15 or less

If not If not Forward to State TreasurerForward to State Treasurer
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Report Monetary Contributions In Section IReport Monetary Contributions In Section I

Sub Sub --Section A Section A –– Small Contributor ContributionsSmall Contributor Contributions

An individual whoAn individual who’’s total contributions = $50 or less.s total contributions = $50 or less.

Can add them all up and report total here.Can add them all up and report total here.

Keep records of each small contributor in case they contribute mKeep records of each small contributor in case they contribute more ore 
than $50.than $50.
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Itemize All Contributions from Individuals Itemize All Contributions from Individuals 
that exceed $50 in Subthat exceed $50 in Sub--Section BSection B

July 28,  2007 

Elect Mary Smith Alderman 80.00
Eighty -------------------------------------------------------

Lobbyist John Brown

July 28,   2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman

Two hundred ----------------------------------------------

Plumber/Jones Plumbing Jack Smith

Jack Smith
25 Oak St.

200.00
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Monetary Contributions from CommitteesMonetary Contributions from Committees

Report in Subsection CReport in Subsection C

Identify treasurer and Identify treasurer and 
whether contribution is whether contribution is 
associated with a associated with a 
fundraiser.fundraiser.

July 28,  2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman 100

John Smith

One hundred ----------------------------------------

July 28,  2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman 100.00

One hundred -------------------------------------------------

Lisa Baker
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Report NonReport Non--Monetary Contributions in Section IIIMonetary Contributions in Section III
““InIn--Kind ContributionsKind Contributions””
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600

July 28,   2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman 

Six hundred ----------------------------------------------

donation to committee Mary Smith

400

July 28, 2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman

Four hundred  ------------------------------
-----------

loan to committee Mary Smith

Report in Section DReport in Section D
Candidates can loan any amount to their own candidate Candidates can loan any amount to their own candidate 
committee.committee.
CanCan’’t t recharacterizerecharacterize the donation once itthe donation once it’’s mades made
Keep detailed records of the transaction (i.e., term, coKeep detailed records of the transaction (i.e., term, co--signer  signer  
infoinfo……etc.)etc.)
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What isnWhat isn’’t considered a t considered a ““ContributionContribution””??
Volunteer services of an individual to a Volunteer services of an individual to a 

committeecommittee

Payment of $ by candidate to Payment of $ by candidate to 

candidatecandidate’’s committees committee

Loan made by bank in ordinary course Loan made by bank in ordinary course 

of businessof business

Interest paid by committeeInterest paid by committee’’s banks bank

Advance of security deposit by Advance of security deposit by 

individual to telephone companyindividual to telephone company

Certain donations that occur at Certain donations that occur at 

““fundraising affairsfundraising affairs””

Value of these donations Value of these donations 
areare NOT COUNTEDNOT COUNTED

towards contribution towards contribution 
limitslimits

BUTBUT……
STILL REPORTED STILL REPORTED 

just not as a contributionjust not as a contribution
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What is a Fundraising Affair?What is a Fundraising Affair?

Political gathering sponsored by committee Political gathering sponsored by committee 
for which it charges an attendance feefor which it charges an attendance fee

i.e.i.e. Cocktail Party, DinnerCocktail Party, Dinner

Tag Sale or AuctionTag Sale or Auction

Joint FundraiserJoint Fundraiser
Two or more candidates join together, but must establish a Two or more candidates join together, but must establish a 
separate committeeseparate committee
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Fundraising Affair ExceptionsFundraising Affair Exceptions

Purchase of advertising space in a program bookPurchase of advertising space in a program book

Ad book must:Ad book must:

be for a bona fide fundraising affairbe for a bona fide fundraising affair
of a of a towntown or or municipal candidate committeemunicipal candidate committee and and 
must be distributed there.must be distributed there.

Business entityBusiness entity can purchase a total of can purchase a total of $250$250 worth of ad spaceworth of ad space
Everyone elseEveryone else can purchase a total of can purchase a total of $50$50 worth of ad spaceworth of ad space

Tag Sale or Auction donations or purchasesTag Sale or Auction donations or purchases

Business entityBusiness entity can donate can donate $100$100 worth of goods or services that worth of goods or services that 
itit’’s in the business of selling; s in the business of selling; 

GolferGolfer’’s Warehouse donates $100 worth of golf clubs = Not a contributios Warehouse donates $100 worth of golf clubs = Not a contributionn
GolferGolfer’’s Warehouse donates $100 worth of pizza = Impermissible businesss Warehouse donates $100 worth of pizza = Impermissible business entity entity 
contribution.contribution.

IndividualsIndividuals can donate or purchase can donate or purchase $50$50 worth of worth of goods.goods.

Remember:  These are Remember:  These are NOTNOT contributions!contributions!
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More Fundraising ExceptionsMore Fundraising Exceptions

Home Fundraiser expenses for invitations, food, or Home Fundraiser expenses for invitations, food, or 
beveragesbeverages

$200 per $200 per candidate committeecandidate committee per electionper election
$400 per $400 per party committeeparty committee per calendar yearper calendar year

Town CommitteeTown Committee sales of food and beverage at fair or sales of food and beverage at fair or 
similar mass gatheringsimilar mass gathering

Value of items purchased from T.C. is $50 or less = NOT Value of items purchased from T.C. is $50 or less = NOT 
CONTRIBUTIONCONTRIBUTION

Ex.  At the county fair, you buy a lemonade and a hot dog Ex.  At the county fair, you buy a lemonade and a hot dog 
for $5.00 from the for $5.00 from the TCTC’’ss booth = NOT CONTRIBUTIONbooth = NOT CONTRIBUTION
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How do you report these donations?How do you report these donations?
Report general information about the  event in section L1.Report general information about the  event in section L1.

Assign an event number to it.Assign an event number to it.
Describe it (date, type, location) Describe it (date, type, location) 

Elect Mary Smith Elect Mary Smith 
AldermanAlderman

Program BookProgram Book

Golf OutingGolf Outing
September 15, September 15, 

20072007
22:00 P.M.:00 P.M.
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Report Specific Ad Book Purchases in Section L3Report Specific Ad Book Purchases in Section L3

This only applies to the purchases that are NOT CONTRIBUTIONS!This only applies to the purchases that are NOT CONTRIBUTIONS!

Business Entity Purchases of $250 or lessBusiness Entity Purchases of $250 or less

Purchases from anyone else for $50 or lessPurchases from anyone else for $50 or less
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Reporting Other Fundraising NonReporting Other Fundraising Non--ContributionsContributions
Home Fundraising ExpensesHome Fundraising Expenses

Food, beverages or invitationsFood, beverages or invitations
$200 if event benefits the $200 if event benefits the 
candidate committeecandidate committee;;
$400 if event benefits the $400 if event benefits the 
party committeeparty committee..

Tag Sale/Auction Donations or Tag Sale/Auction Donations or 
Purchases Purchases 

$100 Business Entity$100 Business Entity
$50 from individuals$50 from individuals
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CEO Candidates*CEO Candidates*
Individual  Individual  

$1,000$1,000
Town CommitteeTown Committee

$3,000$3,000
Ongoing Political Ongoing Political 
Committees:Committees:

2 or more individuals2 or more individuals
$1,500$1,500

Business EntityBusiness Entity PAC PAC 
$1,500$1,500

Organization PAC  Organization PAC  
$1,500$1,500

All other Municipal Candidates*All other Municipal Candidates*
Individual   Individual   

$250$250
Party CommitteeParty Committee

$1,500$1,500
Ongoing Political Committees:Ongoing Political Committees:

2 or more individuals2 or more individuals
$375$375

Business Entity PACBusiness Entity PAC
$375$375

Organization  PACOrganization  PAC
$375$375

Contribution Limits
to Candidate Committees

*Limits apply separately to primaries and elections
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Contribution Limits for Other Contribution Limits for Other 
Types of CommitteesTypes of Committees

Town Committees*Town Committees*
Individual   Individual   

$1,000$1,000
Party Committee  Party Committee  

UnlimitedUnlimited
Ongoing Political Committees:Ongoing Political Committees:

2 or more individuals2 or more individuals

$1,500$1,500

Business EntityBusiness Entity PAC PAC 

$1,500$1,500

Organization  PACOrganization  PAC

$1,500$1,500

Slate Committees**Slate Committees**
IndividualIndividual

$750$750
Town CommitteeTown Committee

$1,500$1,500
Ongoing Political Committees:Ongoing Political Committees:

2 or more individuals2 or more individuals

$2,000$2,000

Business EntityBusiness Entity PACPAC

$2,000$2,000

Organization  PACOrganization  PAC

$2,000$2,000

*Limits apply per calendar year **Limits apply per life of campaign
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Contribution Limit for MinorsContribution Limit for Minors

Individuals less than 18 years of ageIndividuals less than 18 years of age
Cannot contribute in excess of $30Cannot contribute in excess of $30
(used to be age 16)(used to be age 16)

Extended by Public Act 07Extended by Public Act 07--11
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Same Contribution Limits ApplySame Contribution Limits Apply

Family Member Candidate For CEOFamily Member Candidate For CEO

18 or older18 or older can make up to: can make up to: 
$1000 in contributions to the $1000 in contributions to the 
candidate committee;  andcandidate committee;  and

YoungerYounger than than 18 18 can make up up can make up up 
to $30 in contributions. to $30 in contributions. 

CandidateCandidate can give an unlimited can give an unlimited 
amount to own candidate committee.amount to own candidate committee.

Does NOT apply if Does NOT apply if 
funded by town or slate funded by town or slate 
committee!committee!

MaryMary

$30 

$30 

FamilyFamily
ContributionsContributions
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Form of Contribution Matters!Form of Contribution Matters!

Contributed $100 or less:Contributed $100 or less:
CashCash
Money OrderMoney Order
Personal CheckPersonal Check
Credit CardCredit Card

Contributed more than $100:Contributed more than $100:
Personal Check or Credit Personal Check or Credit 
Card ONLYCard ONLY
NO CASH OR MONEY NO CASH OR MONEY 
ORDER!ORDER!
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Municipal Contract DisclosureMunicipal Contract Disclosure
When is it required?When is it required?

When individual contributes When individual contributes a total of $400 or morea total of $400 or more
to a candidate for CEO of Municipality.to a candidate for CEO of Municipality.

What do they have to disclose?What do they have to disclose?

Whether they or the business with which they are associated Whether they or the business with which they are associated 
has a contract with that municipality that is valued at over $50has a contract with that municipality that is valued at over $5000.00.

What if they donWhat if they don’’t make the disclosure?t make the disclosure?

CANNOT DEPOSIT the contribution!!!CANNOT DEPOSIT the contribution!!!
REQUEST DISCLOSURE via certified mail within 3 days of receivingREQUEST DISCLOSURE via certified mail within 3 days of receiving the the 
contribution.  contribution.  

IF STILL NO DISCLOSURE = RETURN CONTRIBUTION.IF STILL NO DISCLOSURE = RETURN CONTRIBUTION.

$5000+$5000+

$400$400
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What do you do with an What do you do with an 
impermissible contribution? impermissible contribution? 

Do Do NOTNOT deposit deposit 
OOPS!OOPS! Made the deposit!Made the deposit!

Refund impermissible Refund impermissible 
contribution immediatelycontribution immediately
Use a committee checkUse a committee check
Report refund as expenditureReport refund as expenditure

Return entire contribution Return entire contribution 
within 14 days within 14 days 
Keep record of contribution Keep record of contribution 
and refund.and refund.
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Permissible ExpendituresPermissible Expenditures

MeetingsMeetings
AdvertisingAdvertising
PollingPolling
Travel of candidate and committee workersTravel of candidate and committee workers
Renting of office space or necessary equipmentRenting of office space or necessary equipment
Purchase or lease of computers and peripheralsPurchase or lease of computers and peripherals
Purchase suppliesPurchase supplies

Must be campaign 
related
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Prohibited Expenditures

•Personal use by Candidate

•Payments to other Candidate Committees

•Compensation to Candidate 

•Compensation to immediate family
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for printed materials promotional of the candidate

for a television, radio, movie theater, billboard, bus poster, 
newspaper or magazine advertisement,
(a) featuring the name, face or voice of a candidate or 
(b) promoting the nomination or election of a candidate.

(1) Within 3 months of the election:

(2) Within 12 months of the election:

Use of Public Funds 
Prohibited
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Headquarters
Mary Smith &
John Jones
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The Register 500.00
Five Hundred --------------------------------------

Alfred T. ButlerAdvertising

August 15,   2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman
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NEW Attribution RequirementsNEW Attribution Requirements

If Candidate, Exploratory or Candidate If Candidate, Exploratory or Candidate 
Committee pays for written or web ad:Committee pays for written or web ad:
COMMUNICATION NEEDS:COMMUNICATION NEEDS:

““Paid for byPaid for by”” and name and address of individual or and name and address of individual or 
name of committee treasurername of committee treasurer
““Approved byApproved by”” and name of individual or candidateand name of individual or candidate

FOR A MAILING, also needsFOR A MAILING, also needs: : 
Photograph of Candidate and name Photograph of Candidate and name 
in a font not less than size in narrative of mailingin a font not less than size in narrative of mailing
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Your Team for Wealth and HappinessYour Team for Wealth and Happiness

Paid for by Elect Mary Smith Alderman, Alfred T. Butler, Treasurer
and 

John for Mayor,  Susan Jones, Treasurer
Approved by Mary Smith and John Jones

John
for 

MayorMary for Alderman
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NEW Attribution RequirementsNEW Attribution Requirements

If Candidate, Exploratory or Candidate If Candidate, Exploratory or Candidate 
Committee pays for television or Internet video Committee pays for television or Internet video 
advertising:advertising:
COMMUNICATION NEEDS:  COMMUNICATION NEEDS:  

A photographic image of candidateA photographic image of candidate
A printed statement that candidate approved adA printed statement that candidate approved ad
A simultaneous personal audio message A simultaneous personal audio message ““I am I am 
(candidate) and I approved this message(candidate) and I approved this message

Must Appear for four secondsMust Appear for four seconds
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New Attribution RequirementsNew Attribution Requirements
for Candidates, Exploratory and for Candidates, Exploratory and 

Candidate Committee AdsCandidate Committee Ads

Radio advertisingRadio advertising
Personal audio statement of including name Personal audio statement of including name 
and voice of candidateand voice of candidate
I am (candidate) and I approved this message I am (candidate) and I approved this message 

Automated telephone calls Automated telephone calls 
Must include name and voice of Must include name and voice of 
candidate before end of callcandidate before end of call
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Attribution Attribution 
Not RequiredNot Required

•Signs 32
Square Feet
and Under

•Political
Paraphernalia

Mike for Mayor
Mary for Alderman
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Reimbursements

• To Candidate

•To Committee
Workers

Mary  
For 

Alderman

Mary for Alderman

Only have 45 days to make the reimbursementOnly have 45 days to make the reimbursement

After 45 days, becomes an After 45 days, becomes an inin--kind contributionkind contribution
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What is Required?What is Required?

• Campaign Related

• Receipt Provided
• Treasurer Retains Receipt

• Treasurer Authorized
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Leslie Jones 140.00
One Hundred Forty ----------------------

Alfred T. ButlerReimbursement

September 1,   2007

Elect Mary Smith Alderman
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Candidate ExpendituresCandidate Expenditures

Reportable:

•Greater than $50, or

•Reimbursement sought

Non-Reportable:

•Travel, meal and telephone expenses of any 
amount,                   

and
•No reimbursement sought     
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100

Sep. 7,   2005

New Haven Lumber

One Hundred  -----------------------------------------

Lumber for Signs Mary Smith

925

20

Sep. 7,   2005

Kyle Paper Goods

Twenty  -----------------------------------------

Fundraiser Mary Smith

926



8383



8484



8585

Foodways Market              110.00

Sep. 1,  2007

Leslie Jones
24 Briarwood Drive
New Haven, CT 06000

One Hundred Ten --------------------------------

Food for Fundraiser Leslie Jones

220

Beverages R Us                30.00

Sep. 1,  2007 

Leslie Jones
24 Briarwood Drive
New Haven, CT 06000

Thirty -----------------------------------------------------

Soda for Fundraiser Leslie Jones

221
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Column B 
Aggregate
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After Election, a report is 
due on January 10, 2008 

for all committees

January 

10

2008
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Deficit

Deficit
Statement

Due

FebruaryFebruary

7

2008



8989
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Surplus ComputerSurplus Computer
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Recipients of Surplus Recipients of Surplus 
Funds After ElectionFunds After Election

Party Committee

Charitable 
Organization 

501(c)3

Ongoing 
Political
Committee

Return to 
Contributors 
(pro rata)

Mike for Mayor

Citizens’ Election Fund
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Elected CandidatesElected Candidates

•Uses of Surplus Funds

Clerical

Secretarial

Other Office Expenses



9393

•Termination Report Due
February

7

Important Dates

•All Surplus Funds Distributed Jan.
31

2008
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Address:Address:
20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 0610620 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106

EE--mail:mail:
Seec@ct.govSeec@ct.gov

Telephone:Telephone:
(860) 256(860) 256--29402940
toll free (intoll free (in--state only)state only)
11--(866) 733(866) 733--24632463
11--(866) SEEC(866) SEEC--INFO INFO 

Fax:Fax:
(860) 256(860) 256--29812981

Website:Website:
www.ct.gov/seecwww.ct.gov/seec

SEEC Contact InformationSEEC Contact Information
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Question and AnswerQuestion and Answer
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