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 Agenda

Electric Vehicles Infrastructure Council

April 23, 2010

Department of Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT  06106

Time 9:00am – 12:00pm
I. Opening Remarks 
II. Tracy Babbidge, Director Air Planning, CT DEP – Environment – Presentation on emissions impact, RGGI $, disposable batteries
III. Frank Sanzo, Director of Fleet Operations, CT DAS - Plan for EVs – Presentation on DAS Fleet natural gas experience
IV. Lee Grannis, Greater New Haven Clean Cities Coalition, Inc. – Presentation on Federal Grant opportunities
V. Other Public Comment 
VI. Other Business
Next  Meeting:  May 21, 2010 – Location TBD
**************************

Meeting Comments
VII. Opening Remarks – Peggy Diaz, on behalf of Comr. Del Gobbo and Comr. McDonald opened the meeting.

VIII. Tracy Babbidge, Director Air Planning, CT DEP – Environment – Presentation on emissions impact, RGGI $, disposable batteries
Noted that the entire benchmark on the ozone standard has been making considerable progress.  However, she stated that there is still a need to reduce emissions in all sectors so they are always looking for a balance of strategies in all sectors.  The rules are in effect getting tighter with each review of air policies.  Now there is a new emphasis on the transportation/roadway sector.  Transportation emissions account for 40% of all emissions in our state.  The state has committed to being 80% below target levels by 2050.  It is DEPs estimation that clean fuels, clean cars and cleaner plants will help reduce emissions in the state.
In order for the state to avail itself of federal funding opportunities, DEP urges that it be more aligned with DOT to work towards this goal.  There is currently a regional collaboration of DEPs, PUCs and DOTs that has emerged as an outgrowth of the RGGI group that will be working on aligning goals and strategy. The first meeting of this group is scheduled for June.  This group will focus on looking at decreasing direct and indirect emissions from the whole cycle of fuel.

Concludes that the existing framework can accommodate this new technology if funding issues, infrastructure development and commitment to smart grid technology become a priority for the state.
IX. Frank Sanzo, Director of Fleet Operations, CT DAS - Plan for EVs – Presentation on DAS Fleet natural gas experience
The 2009 Executive Order No. 22 required DAS to reduce fleet size by 20%.  Now have 3, 600 vehicles for nearly 100 state agencies.  Epact also required 75% be alternative fuel vehicles.  However, hybrid vehicles do not count towards the overall requirement under Epact.   Mr. Sanzo explained other alternative fuel cars that are problematic to meeting the state and federal requirements.  Does believe that electric vehicles could have a role in the state fleet operations.  His final recommendation is that this new technology be utilized in the university system as a test bed and that electric vehicles would count so far as meeting both the state and federal law standards.
X. Lee Grannis, Greater New Haven Clean Cities Coalition, Inc. – Presentation on Federal Grant opportunities

Informed the Council on the status of his application and successful grant from DOE’s Future Fuels Project Grant under which his organization was awarded $13 million dollars with a matching grant of $26 million dollars for New Haven Clean Cities.

As a result of the grant, New Haven will be deploying 183 vehicles as part of the program.  These vehicles are fuel neutral and include LNG, CNG, electric, hydrogen and B20 as well as blended diesel fuel vehicles.  It is also his intent to have 11 electrical charging stations put in place as a result of the grant funding money.  The vehicles will be deployed by 2012 and a final report is due to the DOE by January 2014.

XI. Other Public Comment 
Several questions were asked from the public to the presenters.

XII. Other Business
•
Suggestion was made to look at Colorado’s tax incentives for electric vehicles.
· Comment was made that EV legislation should not limit EV infrastructure to rate based funding only.  Legislation should also allow for infrastructure development via private investment.
· Suggestion was made to include municipal electric utilities as participants in the EV Council meetings starting with the May 21, 2010 meeting.
· General Motors has expressed interest in speaking to the EV Council.
