
PART V*
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD

*Annotations to former part IVa of chapter 306:
Secs. 17-257a-17-257n cited. 208 C. 125. Former Sec. 53a-47 also cited. Id. Sec. 17-257a et

seq. cited. 211 C. 591. Secs. 17-257a-17-257w cited. 215 C. 675.
Secs. 17-257a to 17-257w, inclusive, cited. 10 CA 50; 12 CA 32. Sec. 17-257a et seq. cited.

20 CA 96.
Annotations to present part V:
Cited. 41 CA 221. Secs. 17a-580-17a-603 cited. Id.; 43 CA 592. Repealed section 53a-47

cited. Id. Secs. 17a-580- 17a-603 cited. 46 CA 486.

Sec. 17a-580. (Formerly Sec. 17-257a). Definitions. As used in sections 17a-581 to 17a-
602, inclusive, and this section:

(1) "Acquittee" means any person found not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect
pursuant to section 53a-13;

(2) "Board" means the Psychiatric Security Review Board established pursuant to section
17a-581;

(3) "Conditional release" means release subject to the jurisdiction of the board for
supervision and treatment on an outpatient basis and includes, but is not limited to, the
monitoring of mental and physical health treatment;

(4) "Court" means the Superior Court;

(5) "Danger to himself or others" includes danger to the property of others;

(6) "Hospital for mental illness" means any public or private hospital, retreat, institution,
house or place in which a person with psychiatric disabilities or drug-dependent person is
received or detained as a patient, but does not include any correctional institution of the state;

(7) "Mental illness" includes any mental illness in a state of remission when the illness may,
with reasonable medical probability, become active;

(8) "Mental retardation" means mental retardation as defined in section 1-1g;

(9) "Person who should be conditionally released" means an acquittee who has psychiatric
disabilities or is mentally retarded to the extent that his final discharge would constitute a danger
to himself or others but who can be adequately controlled with available supervision and
treatment on conditional release;

(10) "Person who should be confined" means an acquittee who has psychiatric disabilities or
is mentally retarded to the extent that his discharge or conditional release would constitute a
danger to himself or others and who cannot be adequately controlled with available supervision
and treatment on conditional release;



(11) "Person who should be discharged" means an acquittee who does not have psychiatric
disabilities or is not mentally retarded to the extent that his discharge would constitute a danger
to himself or others;

(12) "Psychiatrist" means a physician specializing in psychiatry and licensed under the
provisions of sections 20-9 to 20-12, inclusive;

(13) "Psychologist" means a clinical psychologist licensed under the provisions of sections
20-186 to 20-195, inclusive;

(14) "State's attorney" means the state's attorney for the judicial district wherein the acquittee
was found not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect pursuant to section 53a-13;

(15) "Superintendent" means any person, body of persons or corporation, or the designee of
any such person, body of persons or corporation, which has the immediate supervision,
management and control of a hospital for mental illness and the patients therein.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 1, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 1; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58.)

History: P.A. 87-486 added definition of "mental retardation" and included an acquittee who
is mentally retarded within definitions of "person who should be conditionally released", "person
who should be confined" and "person who should be discharged"; Sec. 17-257a transferred to
Sec. 17a-580 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 replaced variants of "mentally ill" with variants of
"psychiatric disabilities", effective July 1, 1995.

Annotations to former section 17-257a:
Cited. 20 CA 96.
Subdiv. (5):
Cited. 211 C. 591.
Subdiv. (10):
Cited. 211 C. 591.
Annotations to present section:
Subdiv. (1):
Cited. 230 C. 400.
Cited. 41 CA 221. Cited. 43 CA 592.
Subdiv. (11):

Meaning of "psychiatric disabilities" within definition is not governed by standard in either
Sec. 17a-495(c) or 17a-458(a) and in this case trial court applied the correct standard, found in
governing regulations, in its interpretation of the term; determination of whether person is a
danger to himself or others is a question of fact and is to be reviewed under the clearly erroneous
standard. 265 C. 697.

Subdiv. (12):
Cited. 219 C. 314.

Sec. 17a-581. (Formerly Sec. 17-257b). Psychiatric Security Review Board.
Membership. Meetings. Regulations. (a) There is hereby established a Psychiatric Security
Review Board which shall be an autonomous body within the Department of Mental Health and



Addiction Services for administrative purposes only. The board shall consist of six members who
shall serve for a term of four years and shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of either house of the General Assembly, except that of the members first appointed to
the board: (1) One shall serve for a term ending June 30, 1987; (2) two shall serve for terms
ending June 30, 1988; (3) two shall serve for terms ending June 30, 1989; and (4) one appointed
pursuant to subdivision (6) of subsection (b) of this section shall serve for a term ending June 30,
1999.

(b) The membership shall be composed of: (1) A psychiatrist experienced with the criminal
justice system and not otherwise employed on a permanent basis by the state, except that a
psychiatrist employed by The University of Connecticut Health Center who is not responsible for
the administration of or treatment decisions for persons under the jurisdiction of the Psychiatric
Security Review Board shall be eligible for membership under this subdivision; (2) a
psychologist experienced with the criminal justice system and not otherwise employed on a
permanent basis by the state, except that a psychologist employed by The University of
Connecticut Health Center who is not responsible for the administration of or treatment decisions
for persons under the jurisdiction of the Psychiatric Security Review Board shall be eligible for
membership under this subdivision; (3) a person with substantial experience in the process of
probation; (4) a member of the general public; (5) an attorney who is a member of the bar of this
state; and (6) a member of the general public with substantial experience in victim advocacy.

(c) No employee of the Division of Criminal Justice or the Public Defender Services
Commission shall be a member of the board.

(d) The Governor at any time may remove any member for inefficiency, neglect of duty or
malfeasance in office.

(e) A member of the board not otherwise employed full-time by the state shall be paid
seventy-five dollars for each day during which the member is engaged in the performance of
official duties. In addition, subject to sections 4-15 and 5-141c regulating travel and other
expenses of state officers and employees, the member shall be reimbursed for actual and
necessary travel and other expenses incurred in the performance of official duties.

(f) Subject to any applicable provision of sections 5-193 to 5-268, inclusive, the board may
hire employees to assist in the performance of its duties under sections 17a-580 to 17a-602,
inclusive.

(g) A majority of the members of the board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business. Hearings shall be held before members of the board.

(h) The board shall meet at least twice every month, unless the chairman determines that
there is not sufficient business before the board to warrant a meeting at the scheduled time. The
board shall also meet at other times and places specified by the call of the chairman or of a
majority of the members of the board.

(i) No member of the board shall be personally liable for damage or injury caused in the
discharge of his duties. Any person having a complaint for such damage or injury shall present it
as a claim against the state under the provisions of chapter 53.



(j) The board may adopt in accordance with chapter 54 such regulations as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of sections 17a-580 to 17a-602, inclusive.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 2, 32; P.A. 95-257, S. 11, 58; P.A. 96-121, S. 1, 3; P.A. 05-16, S. 1.)

History: Sec. 17-257b transferred to Sec. 17a-581 in 1991; (Revisor's note: In 1993 an
obsolete reference in Subsec. (e) to repealed Sec. 5-141a was deleted editorially by the
Revisors); P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Mental Health with
Commissioner and Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, effective July 1, 1995;
P.A. 96-121 added Subsec. (a)(4) re term of member appointed pursuant to Subsec. (b)(6) and
added said Subsec. (b)(6) re member of the general public with substantial experience in victim
advocacy, effective May 24, 1996; P.A. 05-16 amended Subsec. (b)(1) and (2) to authorize
psychiatrist and psychologist employed by The University of Connecticut Health Center who are
not responsible for administration of or treatment decisions for persons under board jurisdiction
to be eligible for membership.

See Sec. 4-38f for definition of "administrative purposes only."

Annotation to former section 17-257b:
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-582. (Formerly Sec. 17-257c). Confinement of acquittee for examination. Court
order of commitment to board or discharge. (a) When any person charged with an offense is
found not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect pursuant to section 53a-13, the court shall
order such acquittee committed to the custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health and
Addiction Services who shall cause such acquittee to be confined, pending an order of the court
pursuant to subsection (e) of this section, in any of the state hospitals for psychiatric disabilities
or to the custody of the Commissioner of Developmental Services, for an examination to
determine his mental condition.

(b) Not later than sixty days after the order of commitment pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section, the superintendent of such hospital or the Commissioner of Developmental Services
shall cause the acquittee to be examined and file a report of the examination with the court, and
shall send a copy thereof to the state's attorney and counsel for the acquittee, setting forth the
superintendent's or said commissioner's findings and conclusions as to whether the acquittee is a
person who should be discharged.

(c) Not later than ten days after receipt of such superintendent's or said commissioner's
report, either the state's attorney or counsel for the acquittee may file notice of intent to perform a
separate examination of the acquittee. An examination conducted on behalf of the acquittee may
be performed by a psychiatrist or psychologist chosen by the acquittee and shall be performed at
the acquittee's expense unless the acquittee is indigent. If the acquittee is indigent, the court shall
provide the acquittee with the services of a psychiatrist or psychologist to perform the
examination at the expense of the state. The superintendent or said commissioner who conducted
the initial examination shall, not later than five days after a request of any party conducting a
separate examination pursuant to this subsection, release to such party all records and reports
compiled in the initial examination of the acquittee. Any separate examination report shall be
filed with the court not later than thirty days after the filing with the court of the initial
examination report by the superintendent or said commissioner.



(d) The court shall commence a hearing not later than fifteen days after its receipt of any
separate examination report or if no notice of intent to perform a separate examination has been
filed under subsection (c) of this section, not later than twenty-five days after the filing of such
initial examination report.

(e) At the hearing, the court shall make a finding as to the mental condition of the acquittee
and, considering that its primary concern is the protection of society, make one of the following
orders:

(1) If the court finds that the acquittee is a person who should be confined or conditionally
released, the court shall order the acquittee committed to the jurisdiction of the board and either
confined in a hospital for psychiatric disabilities or placed with the Commissioner of
Developmental Services, for custody, care and treatment pending a hearing before the board
pursuant to section 17a-583; provided (A) the court shall fix a maximum term of commitment,
not to exceed the maximum sentence that could have been imposed if the acquittee had been
convicted of the offense, and (B) if there is reason to believe that the acquittee is a person who
should be conditionally released, the court shall include in the order a recommendation to the
board that the acquittee be considered for conditional release pursuant to subdivision (2) of
section 17a-584; or

(2) If the court finds that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged, the court shall
order the acquittee discharged from custody.

(f) At the hearing before the court, the acquittee shall have the burden of proving by a
preponderance of the evidence that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged.

(g) An order of the court pursuant to subsection (e) of this section may be appealed by the
acquittee or the state's attorney to the Appellate Court. The court shall so notify the acquittee.

(h) During any term of commitment to the board, the acquittee shall remain under the
jurisdiction of the board until discharged by the court pursuant to section 17a-593. Except as
provided in subsection (c) of said section, the acquittee shall be immediately discharged at the
expiration of the maximum term of commitment.

(i) On committing an acquittee to the jurisdiction of the board, the court shall advise the
acquittee of the right to a hearing before the board in accordance with section 17a-583.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 3, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 2; P.A. 95-257, S. 11, 48, 58; P.A. 06-91, S. 2; P.A.
07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subsec. (a) to permit the court to commit the acquittee to the
custody of the commissioner of mental retardation, amended Subsecs. (b) and (c) to add
references to the commissioner of mental retardation, and amended Subsec. (e) to include the
situation where the court finds that the acquittee is a person who should be conditionally released
and to permit the court to commit the acquittee to the jurisdiction of the board for placement with
the commissioner of mental retardation; Sec. 17-257c transferred to Sec. 17a-582 in 1991; P.A.
95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Mental Health with Commissioner and
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services and substituted "psychiatric disabilities"



for "mental illness", effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 06-91 amended Subsec. (b) by making a
technical change and extending, from 45 to 60 days, the time period for examining an acquittee
committed to the custody of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services following
an order of commitment, and amended Subsecs. (c), (d) and (f) by making technical changes;
pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was changed editorially by the
Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective October 1, 2007.

Annotations to former section 17-257c:
Cited. 211 C. 591.
Subsec. (e):
Subdiv. (1) cited. 12 CA 32; 15 CA 74; judgment reversed, see 211 C. 591. Subdiv. (1)(A)

cited. 20 CA 96.
Annotations to present section:
Cited. 230 C. 400.
Subsec. (a):

Finding required of the court by Subsec. (c) is plain and unambiguous. 88 CA 125.
Subsec. (e):

Re predecessor statute, Sec. 53a-47, both concurrent and consecutive sentencing apply to
commitments following insanity acquittals. 297 C. 524.

Court must make required findings of fact, which include that acquittee is a danger to himself
or others because of psychiatric disability, before ordering commitment to jurisdiction of
psychiatric review board, and case must be remanded for articulation of basis for decision. 95
CA 31.

Sec. 17a-583. (Formerly Sec. 17-257d). Initial hearing by board after commitment. (a)
The board shall conduct a hearing to review the status of the acquittee within ninety days of an
order committing the acquittee to the jurisdiction of the board, provided, if the court has
recommended consideration of conditional release, the board shall, absent good cause shown,
conduct a hearing to review the status of the acquittee at its next regularly scheduled meeting.

(b) At any hearing held pursuant to this section, the board shall make a finding and act
pursuant to section 17a-584.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 4, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257d transferred to Sec. 17a-583 in 1991.

Annotation to former section 17-257d:
Cited. 211 C. 591.

Sec. 17a-584. (Formerly Sec. 17-257e). Finding and action by board. Recommendation
of discharge. Order of conditional release or confinement. At any hearing before the board
considering the discharge, conditional release or confinement of the acquittee, except a hearing
pursuant to section 17a-592 or subsection (d) of section 17a-593, the board shall make a finding
as to the mental condition of the acquittee and, considering that its primary concern is the
protection of society, shall do one of the following:



(1) If the board finds that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged, it shall
recommend such discharge to the court pursuant to section 17a-593.

(2) If the board finds that the acquittee is a person who should be conditionally released, the
board shall order the acquittee conditionally released subject to such conditions as are necessary
to prevent the acquittee from constituting a danger to himself or others.

(3) If the board finds that the acquittee is a person who should be confined, the board shall
order the person confined in a hospital for psychiatric disabilities or placed with the
Commissioner of Developmental Services for custody, care and treatment.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 5, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 3; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subdiv. (1) to replace requirement that the board recommend
discharge and file an application for discharge with the court with requirement that the board
recommend such discharge "to the court" and amended Subdiv. (3) to authorize placement of the
person with the commissioner of mental retardation; Sec. 17-257e transferred to Sec. 17a-584 in
1991; P.A. 95-257 substituted "psychiatric disabilities" for "mental illness", effective July 1,
1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was changed editorially by
the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective October 1, 2007.

Annotations to former section 17-257e:
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.
Cited. 15 CA 74; judgment reversed, see 211 C. 591.
Annotation to present section:

Purpose of board is to manage, monitor and review status of each acquittee to ensure
protection of general public. 269 C. 508.

Sec. 17a-585. (Formerly Sec. 17-257f). Periodic review by board. The board shall conduct
a hearing and review the status of the acquittee not less than once every two years. At such
hearing the board shall make a finding and act pursuant to section 17a-584.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 6, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257f transferred to Sec. 17a-585 in 1991.

Annotations to former section 17-257f:
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.
Annotations to present section:
Cited. 230 C. 400.
Cited. 41 CA 688.

Sec. 17a-586. (Formerly Sec. 17-257g). Periodic report re mental condition of acquittee.
The superintendent of any hospital for psychiatric disabilities in which an acquittee has been
confined or the Commissioner of Developmental Services with whom an acquittee has been
placed pursuant to order of the board, or the person or agency responsible for the supervision or
treatment of a conditionally released acquittee, shall submit to the board at least every six months



a written report with respect to the mental condition of the acquittee. The board shall furnish
copies of the report to the counsel for the acquittee and the state's attorney.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 7, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 4; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 required submission of a report by "the commissioner of mental
retardation with whom an acquittee has been placed"; Sec. 17-257g transferred to Sec. 17a-586
in 1991; P.A. 95-257 replaced "mental illness" with "psychiatric disabilities", effective July 1,
1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was changed editorially by
the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective October 1, 2007.

Annotations to former section 17-257g:
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-587. (Formerly Sec. 17-257h). Temporary leave. Supervision of acquittee on
temporary leave. (a) If at any time after the confinement of an acquittee in a hospital for
psychiatric disabilities or the placement of an acquittee with the Commissioner of
Developmental Services pursuant to order of the board, the superintendent of such hospital or
said commissioner is of the opinion that the acquittee's psychiatric supervision and treatment
would be advanced by permitting the acquittee to leave such hospital or the custody of said
commissioner temporarily, the superintendent or said commissioner shall apply to the board for
an order authorizing temporary leaves. The application shall include a statement of reasons in
support thereof. The board shall send a copy of the application to the state's attorney. The board
may order a hearing on the application and shall order such a hearing if the state's attorney files
with the board a request therefore within ten days of his receipt of the application. The board
shall grant the application, subject to such conditions and supervision as the board may set in the
order for temporary leave, if it concludes that the acquittee's temporary leave, under the
conditions specified, would not constitute a danger to himself or others. If such application is
granted, the acquittee may be permitted to leave such hospital or the custody of said
commissioner temporarily, under the charge of his guardian, relatives or friends, or by himself, at
such times and under such conditions as the superintendent or said commissioner deems
appropriate, unless the order of the board provides otherwise. The provisions of section 17a-521
not inconsistent with this section shall be applicable to temporary leaves authorized by this
section.

(b) The board may designate any capable person or appropriate public or private agency to
supervise the acquittee on temporary leave pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. Prior to any
designation, the board shall notify the person or agency that the board contemplates designating
to supervise the acquittee's temporary leave and provide the person or agency with an
opportunity to be heard before the board. Any person or agency designated by the board to
supervise the acquittee's temporary leave shall comply with such conditions as the board sets in
the order for temporary leave.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 8, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 5; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b); P.A.
09-162, S. 1.)

History: P.A. 87-486 added provisions re temporary leaves from the custody of the
commissioner of mental retardation of acquittees placed with said commissioner; Sec. 17-257h
transferred to Sec. 17a-587 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 replaced "mental illness" with "psychiatric



disabilities", effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental
Retardation" was changed editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental
Services", effective October 1, 2007; P.A. 09-162 designated existing provisions as Subsec. (a),
added "subject to such conditions and supervision as the board may set in the order for
temporary leave" therein, and added Subsec. (b) re designation of person or agency to supervise
acquittee on temporary leave, effective June 30, 2009.

Annotation to former section 17-257h:
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-588. (Formerly Sec. 17-257i). Conditional release. (a) If at any time after the
confinement of an acquittee in a hospital for psychiatric disabilities or the placement of an
acquittee with the Commissioner of Developmental Services, the superintendent of such hospital
or said commissioner is of the opinion that such acquittee is a person who should be
conditionally released, the superintendent or said commissioner shall apply to the board for an
order of conditional release. The application shall be accompanied by a report setting forth the
facts supporting the opinion of the superintendent or said commissioner, and by a conditional
release plan. The board shall hold a hearing on the application within sixty, but not less than
thirty, days of its receipt.

(b) At any time after the confinement of an acquittee in a hospital for psychiatric disabilities
or the placement of an acquittee with the Commissioner of Developmental Services, the
acquittee or another person acting on his behalf may apply to the board for an order of
conditional release. On receipt of the application, the board shall request the superintendent of
the hospital or said commissioner to report whether he is of the opinion that the acquittee is a
person who should be conditionally released. The report shall set forth facts supporting the
opinion. An application for conditional release under this subsection shall not be filed more often
than once every six months from the date of the initial board hearing held pursuant to section
17a-583. The board is not required to hold a hearing on a first application under this subsection
any sooner than ninety days after the initial hearing. Hearings resulting from any subsequent
requests shall be held within sixty days of the filing of the application.

(c) Not less than thirty days prior to any such hearing, the board shall send copies of the
superintendent's or said commissioner's report to the state's attorney and counsel for the
acquittee. At any hearing held pursuant to this section, the board shall make a finding and act
pursuant to section 17a-584.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 9, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 6; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 made section applicable to acquittees placed with the commissioner of
mental retardation and amended Subsec. (a) to require a hearing on the application not less than
30, rather than 45, days from its receipt and amended Subsec. (c) to require copies of the report
to be sent not less than 30, rather than 45, days prior to the hearing; Sec. 17-257i transferred to
Sec. 17a-588 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 replaced "mental illness" with "psychiatric disabilities",
effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was
changed editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective
October 1, 2007.

Annotation to former section 17-257i:



Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-589. (Formerly Sec. 17-257j). Supervision of acquittee on conditional release.
The board may designate any capable person or appropriate public or private agency to supervise
the acquittee on conditional release, subject to such conditions as the board sets in the order for
conditional release. Prior to the designation, the board shall notify the person or agency to whom
conditional release is contemplated and provide the person or agency with an opportunity to be
heard before the board. After receiving an order of conditional release, the person or agency so
designated shall assume supervision of the acquittee pursuant to the direction of the board.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 10, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257j transferred to Sec. 17a-589 in 1991.

Sec. 17a-590. (Formerly Sec. 17-257k). Examination and treatment of acquittee on
conditional release. Status reports to board re treatment. As one of the conditions of release,
the board may require the acquittee to report to any public or private mental health facility for
examination. Whenever medical, psychiatric or psychological treatment is recommended, the
board may order the acquittee, as a condition of release, to cooperate with and accept treatment
from the facility. The facility to which the acquittee has been referred for examination shall
perform the examination and submit a written report of its findings to the board. If the facility
finds that treatment of the person is appropriate, it shall include its recommendations for
treatment in the report to the board. Whenever treatment is provided by the facility, the facility
shall furnish reports to the board on a regular basis concerning the status of the acquittee and the
degree to which the acquittee is a danger to himself or others. The board shall furnish copies of
all such reports to the acquittee, counsel for the acquittee and the state's attorney. Psychiatric or
psychological reports concerning the acquittee that are in the possession of the board shall not be
public records, as defined in section 1-200, except that information in such reports relied on by
the board or used as evidence concerning the discharge, conditional release, temporary leave or
confinement of the acquittee shall not be confidential. The provisions of sections 52-146c to 52-
146j, inclusive, shall not apply to such reports for the purposes of this section. The facility shall
comply with any other conditions of release prescribed by order of the board.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 11, 32; P.A. 10-29, S. 2.)

History: Sec. 17-257k transferred to Sec. 17a-590 in 1991; P.A. 10-29 made technical
changes and replaced requirement that confidentiality of reports be determined pursuant to Secs.
52-146c to 52-146j with provision that psychiatric or psychological reports re acquittee in
possession of board shall not be public records, except that information relied on or used as
evidence shall not be confidential, and that Secs. 52-146c to 52-146j shall not apply to such
reports.

Annotation to former section 17-257k:
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-591. (Formerly Sec. 17-257l). Modification of conditional release. (a) Any
conditionally released acquittee or any person or agency responsible for the supervision or
treatment of a conditionally released acquittee may apply to the board for the modification of the
order of the conditional release of the acquittee. Any application for modification filed by a



person or agency responsible for the supervision or treatment of a conditionally released
acquittee shall be accompanied by a report setting forth the facts supporting the application. The
board shall commence a hearing within sixty days of its receipt of the application. Not less than
thirty days prior to such hearing, the board shall send copies of such application and report, if
any, to the state's attorney and counsel for the acquittee. At the hearing, the board shall make a
finding and act pursuant to section 17a-584.

(b) Unless the conditional release order has been summarily modified by the board or its
chairman pursuant to subsection (a) of section 17a-594, an application by an acquittee for
modification of a conditional release order shall not be filed more often than once every six
months from the date of the filing of the next preceding application for modification.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 12, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 7.)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subsec. (a) to require the board to send copies of the
application and report not less than 30, rather than 45, days prior to the hearing; Sec. 17-257l
transferred to Sec. 17a-591 in 1991.

Annotation to former section 17-257l:
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-592. (Formerly Sec. 17-257m). Board recommendation to discharge acquittee
from custody. (a) The superintendent of any hospital for psychiatric disabilities in which an
acquittee has been confined or the Commissioner of Developmental Services with whom an
acquittee has been placed pursuant to an order of the board or any person or agency responsible
for the supervision or treatment of a conditionally released acquittee may request the board to
recommend to the court discharge of the acquittee from custody. Any such request shall be
accompanied by a report setting forth the facts supporting the request. Within sixty days of
receipt of the request, the board shall commence a hearing on the request to recommend
discharge. Not less than thirty days prior to such hearing, the board shall send copies of the
request and report to the state's attorney and counsel for the acquittee.

(b) The board may, on its own motion, consider whether to recommend discharge of the
acquittee from custody. The board shall immediately give notice to the state's attorney and
counsel for the acquittee of its decision to consider whether to recommend discharge of the
acquittee. The board may order a hearing on whether to recommend discharge of the acquittee
and shall order such a hearing if the state's attorney files with the board a request therefore within
ten days of his receipt from the board of the notice of its decision to consider whether to make
such a recommendation. Any such hearing shall be held within sixty days of the board's decision
to consider whether to recommend discharge of the acquittee.

(c) If the board decides to recommend discharge of the acquittee, the board shall make such
recommendation pursuant to section 17a-593.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 13, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 8; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subsec. (a) to authorize the commissioner of mental
retardation with whom an acquittee has been placed to request the board to recommend discharge
of the acquittee from custody and to require the board to send copies of the request and report not



less than 30, rather than 45, days prior to the hearing, and amended Subsec. (c) to replace
provision that if the board recommends discharge it shall "apply for discharge" with provision
that it shall "make such recommendation" pursuant to Sec. 17-257n; Sec. 17-257m transferred to
Sec. 17a-592 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 substituted "psychiatric disabilities" for "mental illness",
effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was
changed editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective
October 1, 2007.

Annotations to former section 17-257m:
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.
Cited. 15 CA 74; judgment reversed, see 211 C. 591.

Sec. 17a-593. (Formerly Sec. 17-257n). Court order to discharge acquittee from custody.
(a) The board, pursuant to section 17a-584 or 17a-592, may recommend to the court the
discharge of the acquittee from custody or the acquittee may apply directly to the court for
discharge from custody. The court shall send copies of the recommendation or application to the
state's attorney and to counsel for the acquittee. An acquittee may apply for discharge not more
than once every six months and no sooner than six months after the initial board hearing held
pursuant to section 17a-583.

(b) The recommendation or application shall contain the dates on which any prior
recommendations or applications for discharge had been filed with the court, the dates on which
decisions thereon were rendered, and a statement of facts, including any change in circumstances
since the determination on the most recent recommendation or application, sufficient to qualify
the acquittee as a person who should be discharged. A recommendation by the board shall
contain findings and conclusions to support the recommendation.

(c) If reasonable cause exists to believe that the acquittee remains a person with psychiatric
disabilities or mentally retarded to the extent that his discharge at the expiration of his maximum
term of commitment would constitute a danger to himself or others, the state's attorney, at least
one hundred thirty-five days prior to such expiration, may petition the court for an order of
continued commitment of the acquittee.

(d) The court shall forward any application for discharge received from the acquittee and any
petition for continued commitment of the acquittee to the board. The board shall, within ninety
days of its receipt of the application or petition, file a report with the court, and send a copy
thereof to the state's attorney and counsel for the acquittee, setting forth its findings and
conclusions as to whether the acquittee is a person who should be discharged. The board may
hold a hearing or take other action appropriate to assist it in preparing its report.

(e) Within ten days of receipt of a recommendation for discharge filed by the board under
subsection (a) of this section or receipt of the board's report filed under subsection (d) of this
section, either the state's attorney or counsel for the acquittee may file notice of intent to perform
a separate examination of the acquittee. An examination conducted on behalf of the acquittee
may be performed by a psychiatrist or psychologist of the acquittee's own choice and shall be
performed at the expense of the acquittee unless he is indigent. If the acquittee is indigent, the
court shall provide him with the services of a psychiatrist or psychologist to perform the
examination at the expense of the state. Any such separate examination report shall be filed with
the court within thirty days of the notice of intent to perform the examination. To facilitate



examinations of the acquittee, the court may order him placed in the temporary custody of any
hospital for psychiatric disabilities or other suitable facility or placed with the Commissioner of
Developmental Services.

(f) After receipt of the board's report and any separate examination reports, the court shall
promptly commence a hearing on the recommendation or application for discharge or petition for
continued commitment. At the hearing, the acquittee shall have the burden of proving by a
preponderance of the evidence that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged.

(g) The court shall make a finding as to the mental condition of the acquittee and,
considering that its primary concern is the protection of society, make one of the following
orders: (1) If the court finds that the acquittee is not a person who should be discharged, the court
shall order the recommendation or application for discharge be dismissed; or (2) if the court
finds that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged, the court shall order the acquittee
discharged from custody. The court shall send a copy of such finding and order to the board.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 14, 32; P.A. 86-403, S. 38, 132; P.A. 87-486, S. 9; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58;
P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 86-403 made technical change in Subsec. (e); P.A. 87-486 replaced provisions
authorizing board to "apply to the court for discharge of the acquittee" with provisions
authorizing board to "recommend to the court the discharge of the acquittee" and added
references to the board's "recommendation" to reflect this procedural change, amended Subsec.
(c) to add reference to an acquittee who is mentally retarded and to authorize the state's attorney
to petition the court for continued commitment at least 135, rather than 90, days prior to the
commitment's expiration, amended Subsec. (d) to require the board to file a report within 90,
rather than 45, days of receiving an application or petition, amended Subsec. (e) to authorize the
court to place the acquittee with the commissioner of mental retardation, amended Subsec. (f) to
delete provision that the board has the burden of proof when it applies for an order of discharge,
and amended Subsec. (g) to replace provision that "if the court finds that the acquittee is a person
who should be confined, the court shall continue the initial order committing the acquittee to the
jurisdiction of the board" with "if the court finds that the acquittee is not a person who should be
discharged, the court shall order the recommendation or application for discharge be dismissed";
Sec. 17-257n transferred to Sec. 17a-593 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 replaced "mentally ill" and
"mental illness" with varying phrases containing the words "psychiatric disabilities", effective
July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was changed
editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective October 1,
2007.

Annotations to former section 17-257n:
Cited. 211 C. 591.
Cited. 20 CA 96.
Subsec. (a):
Cited. 15 CA 74; judgment reversed, see 211 C. 591.
Subsec. (c):
Cited. 12 CA 32. Cited. 15 CA 74; judgment reversed, see 211 C. 591.
Subsec. (f):
Cited. 215 C. 675.
Annotations to present section:



Cited. 230 C. 400.

Meaning of "psychiatric disabilities" within definition of "person who should be discharged"
is not governed by the standard in either Sec. 17a-495(c) or 17a-458(a) and in this case trial court
applied the correct standard, found in governing regulations, in its interpretation of the term; the
determination of whether person is a danger to himself or others is a question of fact and is to be
reviewed under the clearly erroneous standard; trial court's finding that defendant suffered from a
severe personality disorder and should therefore not be discharged did not violate defendant's
substantive due process rights. 265 C. 697. Appellate court's review of trial court's conclusions
that subsec. violated defendant's due process rights under Connecticut constitution and state and
federal equal protection rights present question of law and appellate court's review is plenary.
268 C. 508.

Statute found not to be unconstitutionally vague. Court rejected arguments that the lack of
definition of "dangerous to himself and others" and burden of predicting future conduct made
statute vague. 69 CA 666. Court may properly credit Psychiatric Security Review Board's
opinions and rely on its findings; such findings are not inadmissible hearsay. 100 CA 407.

Subsec. (c):

Section impliedly imposes same burden on the state at a hearing for continued commitment
of an acquittee beyond his current definite period of commitment as is imposed in a civil
commitment hearing under Sec. 17a-498(c). 230 C. 400. Subsec. neither affects a suspect group
nor implicates a fundamental right for purposes of federal equal protection clause, and therefore
must be analyzed under rational basis review. 268 C. 508.

Clearly erroneous standard applies to review of court's findings as to whether an acquittee is
currently mentally ill to the point of posing a danger to himself or community if discharged. 77
CA 564. Does not violate defendant's constitutional rights to due process and equal protection of
the laws. 92 CA 206.

Subsec. (f):
Cited. 43 CA 592.

Sec. 17a-594. (Formerly Sec. 17-257o). Summary modification or termination of
conditional release upon violation of terms or change in mental health. (a) If at any time
while an acquittee is under the jurisdiction of the board, it appears to the board or its chairman
that a conditionally released acquittee has violated the terms of a conditional release or that the
mental health of the acquittee has changed, the board or its chairman may order the modification
of the conditional release of the acquittee or may order the termination of the conditional release
of the acquittee and his return to a hospital for psychiatric disabilities or to the Commissioner of
Developmental Services for examination or treatment. The state's attorney may, at any time,
notify the board or its chairman of facts that the state's attorney believes indicate that the
conditionally released acquittee has violated the terms of a conditional release, that the mental
health of the acquittee has changed or that the conditions of release should be modified. A
written order of the board, or its chairman on behalf of the board, is sufficient warrant for any
peace officer to take the acquittee into custody and transport him to a hospital for psychiatric
disabilities or to the Commissioner of Developmental Services.



(b) Any peace officer or any person or agency providing treatment or responsible for the
supervision of a conditionally released acquittee may take the acquittee into custody or request
that the acquittee be taken into custody if there is reasonable cause to believe that the acquittee is
a person with psychiatric disabilities or mentally retarded to the extent that his continued release
would constitute a danger to himself or others and that the acquittee is in need of immediate care,
custody or treatment. The acquittee shall be immediately transported to a hospital for psychiatric
disabilities or to the Commissioner of Developmental Services.

(c) Within thirty days of the acquittee being taken into custody pursuant to subsection (a) or
(b) of this section, the board shall commence a hearing to determine the mental condition of the
acquittee and shall make a finding and act pursuant to section 17a-584.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 15, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 10; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subsec. (a) to authorize the board or its chairman to order an
acquittee's return to the commissioner of mental retardation and a peace officer to transport an
acquittee to said commissioner, amended Subsec. (b) to add reference to an acquittee who is
mentally retarded and authorize the immediate transportation of an acquittee to the commissioner
of mental retardation, and amended Subsec. (c) to increase from 20 to 30 days the period within
which a hearing must be commenced; Sec. 17-257o transferred to Sec. 17a-594 in 1991; P.A. 95-
257 replaced "mentally ill" and "mental illness" with varying phrases containing the words
"psychiatric disabilities", effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of
Mental Retardation" was changed editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of
Developmental Services", effective October 1, 2007.

Annotation to former section 17-257o:
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-595. (Formerly Sec. 17-257p). Testimony of witnesses before board. Subpoena.
(a) Upon request of any party to a hearing before the board, the board or its designated
representative shall issue, or the board on its own motion may issue, subpoenas requiring the
attendance and testimony of witnesses.

(b) Upon request of any party to a hearing before the board and upon a proper showing of the
general relevance and reasonable scope of the documentary or physical evidence sought, the
board or its designated representative shall issue, or the board on its own motion may issue,
subpoenas duces tecum.

(c) Witnesses appearing under subpoenas, other than the parties or state officers or
employees, shall receive fees and mileage as prescribed by law for witnesses in civil actions. If
the board or its designated representative certifies that the testimony of a witness was relevant
and material, any person who has paid fees and mileage to such witness shall be reimbursed by
the board.

(d) If any person, agency or facility fails to comply with a subpoena issued under subsections
(a) or (b) of this section or any party or witness refuses to testify regarding any matter on which
he may be lawfully interrogated, any judge of the Superior Court, on the application of the board
or its designated representative or of the party requesting the issuance of the subpoena, shall



compel obedience by proceedings for contempt as in the case of disobedience of the
requirements of a subpoena issued by the court.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 16, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257p transferred to Sec. 17a-595 in 1991.
Annotation to former section 17-257p:
Cited. 211 C. 591.

Sec. 17a-596. (Formerly Sec. 17-257q). Board hearing procedures. (a) Prior to any
hearing by the board concerning the discharge, conditional release, temporary leave or
confinement of the acquittee, the board, acquittee and state's attorney may each choose a
psychiatrist or psychologist to examine the acquittee. The results of the examination shall be in
writing and filed with the board, and shall include, but need not be limited to, an opinion as to
whether the acquittee is a person with psychiatric disabilities or mentally retarded to the extent
that the acquittee's release would constitute a danger to himself or others and whether the
acquittee could be adequately controlled with treatment as a condition of release. To facilitate
examination of the acquittee, the board may order the acquittee placed in the temporary custody
of any hospital for psychiatric disabilities or other suitable facility or placed with the
Commissioner of Developmental Services.

(b) The board shall consider all evidence available to it that is material, relevant and reliable
regarding the issues before the board. Such evidence may include, but need not be limited to, the
record of trial, the information supplied by the state's attorney or by any other interested party,
including the acquittee, and information concerning the acquittee's mental condition and the
entire psychiatric and criminal history of the acquittee.

(c) Testimony shall be taken upon oath or affirmation of the witness from whom the
testimony is received.

(d) Any hearing by the board, including the taking of any testimony at such hearing, shall be
open to the public. At any hearing before the board, the acquittee shall have all the rights given a
party to a contested case under chapter 54. In addition to the rights enumerated in chapter 54, the
acquittee shall have the right to appear at all proceedings before the board, except board
deliberations, and to be represented by counsel, to consult with counsel prior to the hearing and,
if indigent, to have counsel provided, pursuant to the provisions of chapter 887, without cost. At
any hearing before the board, copies of documents and reports considered by the board shall be
available for examination by the acquittee, counsel for the acquittee and the state's attorney.
Psychiatric or psychological reports concerning the acquittee that are in the possession of the
board shall not be public records, as defined in section 1-200, except that information in such
reports relied on by the board or used as evidence concerning the discharge, conditional release,
temporary leave or confinement of the acquittee shall not be confidential. The provisions of
sections 52-146c to 52-146j, inclusive, shall not apply to such reports for the purposes of this
section.

(e) Upon request of any party before the board, or on its own motion, the board may continue
a hearing for a reasonable time not to exceed sixty days to obtain additional information or
testimony or for other good cause shown.



(f) At any hearing before the board, the acquittee, or any applicant seeking an order less
restrictive than the existing order, shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the
evidence the existence of conditions warranting a less restrictive order.

(g) A record shall be kept of all hearings before the board, except board deliberations.

(h) Within twenty-five days of the conclusion of the hearing, the board shall provide the
acquittee, the acquittee's counsel, the state's attorney and any victim as defined in section 17a-
601 with written notice of the board's decision. If there is no victim or the victim is unidentified
or cannot be located, the board shall be relieved of the requirement of providing notice to the
victim.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 17, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 11; 87-554, S. 18; P.A. 91-406, S. 16, 29; P.A. 95-
257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b); P.A. 10-29, S. 1.)

History: P.A. 87-486 amended Subsec. (a) to add reference to an acquittee who is mentally
retarded and to authorize the board to order an acquittee placed with the commissioner of mental
retardation, amended Subsec. (d) to require any hearing by the board, including the taking of
testimony, to be open to the public, and amended Subsec. (h) to increase from 15 to 25 days the
period after the hearing during which the board is required to provide written notice of its
decision; P.A. 87-554 amended Subsec. (h) by requiring board to notify any victim as defined in
Sec. 17-257v of board's decision, unless there is no victim or victim cannot be located; Sec. 17-
257q transferred to Sec. 17a-596 in 1991; P.A. 91-406 confirmed the numbering of this section
as Sec. 17a-596, thereby correcting a typographical error; P.A. 95-257 replaced "mentally ill"
and "mental illness" with varying phrases containing the words "psychiatric disabilities",
effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73 "Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was
changed editorially by the Revisors to "Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective
October 1, 2007; P.A. 10-29 inserted "temporary leave" in Subsec. (a), amended Subsec. (d) to
replace requirement that confidentiality of reports be determined pursuant to Secs. 52-146c to
52-146j with provision that psychiatric or psychological reports re acquittee in possession of
board shall not be public records, except that information relied on or used as evidence shall not
be confidential, and that Secs. 52-146c to 52-146j shall not apply to such reports, and made
technical changes in Subsecs. (a) to (d) and (h).

Annotation to former section 17-257q:
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.
Annotations to present section:
Cited. 230 C. 400.
Cited. 41 CA 688.

Sec. 17a-597. (Formerly Sec. 17-257r). Appeal of board orders and decisions. (a) Any
order of the board entered pursuant to subdivision (2) or (3) of section 17a-584 or pursuant to
section 17a-587 may be appealed to the Superior Court pursuant to section 4-183. The board
shall give notice of the right to judicial review to the acquittee, counsel for the acquittee and the
state's attorney.

(b) A decision by the board that the acquittee is a person who should be discharged made
pursuant to subdivision (1) of section 17a-584, section 17a-592 or subsection (d) of section 17a-
593 shall not be subject to judicial review pursuant to section 4-183.



(P.A. 85-506, S. 18, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257r transferred to Sec. 17a-597 in 1991.
Annotation to former section 17-257r:
Cited. 211 C. 591.
Annotation to present section:
Cited. 46 CA 486.

Plaintiff's appeal does not fall within statutory framework and court has no subject matter
jurisdiction even though pure question of law. 100 CA 212; judgment reversed, see 291 C. 307.

Sec. 17a-598. (Formerly Sec. 17-257s). Court hearing procedures. (a) At any hearing
before the court under section 17a-582 or 17a-593, the acquittee shall have the right to appear
and shall be represented by counsel. If the acquittee fails or refuses to obtain counsel, the court
shall appoint counsel to represent him. If the acquittee is indigent, counsel shall be provided,
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 887, and the court shall determine and allow, as provided in
section 54-147, the cost of briefs, any other necessary expenses, and compensation of the counsel
for the acquittee. The costs, expenses and compensation so allowed shall be paid by the state.

(b) At any hearing before the court under section 17a-582 or 17a-593, documents and reports
considered by the court shall be available for examination by the acquittee, counsel for the
acquittee and the state's attorney.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 19, 32.)

History: Sec. 17-257s transferred to Sec. 17a-598 in 1991.

Sec. 17a-599. (Formerly Sec. 17-257t). Confinement under conditions of maximum
security. At any time the court or the board determines that the acquittee is a person who should
be confined, it shall make a further determination of whether the acquittee is so violent as to
require confinement under conditions of maximum security. Any acquittee found so violent as to
require confinement under conditions of maximum security shall not be confined in any hospital
for psychiatric disabilities or placed with the Commissioner of Developmental Services unless
such hospital or said commissioner has the trained and equipped staff, facilities or security to
accommodate such acquittee.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 20, 32; P.A. 87-486, S. 12; P.A. 95-257, S. 48, 58; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(b).)

History: P.A. 87-486 added reference to an acquittee placed with the commissioner of mental
retardation; Sec. 17-257t transferred to Sec. 17a-599 in 1991; P.A. 95-257 substituted
"psychiatric disabilities" for "mental illness", effective July 1, 1995; pursuant to P.A. 07-73
"Commissioner of Mental Retardation" was changed editorially by the Revisors to
"Commissioner of Developmental Services", effective October 1, 2007.

Nothing in section limits board's discretion re placement of acquittees who are not found to
be so violent as to require maximum security confinement, thus section does not contemplate
that only "so violent" acquittees may be confined under conditions of maximum security, and



therefore regulation re maximum security confinement for acquittees does not impermissibly
conflict with section. 291 C. 307.

Sec. 17a-600. (Formerly Sec. 17-257u). Appointment of overseer and conservator for
acquittee. Payment of expenses. (a) The court may appoint a person to act as an overseer for
any acquittee who is committed to the jurisdiction of the board. On appointment, the overseer
shall make an application to the probate court of competent jurisdiction for the appointment of a
conservator of the estate of the acquittee.

(b) The expense of confinement, support and treatment of any acquittee committed to the
jurisdiction of the board shall be computed and paid for in accordance with the provisions of
sections 17a-528, 17b-122, 17b-124 to 17b-132, inclusive, 17b-136 to 17b-138, inclusive, 17b-
194 to 17b-197, inclusive, 17b-222 to 17b-250, inclusive, 17b-256, 17b-263, 17b-340 to 17b-
350, inclusive, 17b-689b and 17b-743 to 17b-747, inclusive.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 21, 32; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-3, S. 97; P.A. 04-76, S. 44.)

History: Sec. 17-257u transferred to Sec. 17a-600 in 1991; (Revisor's note: In 1999 the
references in Subsec. (b) to "17b-115 to 17b-138," and "17b-689 to 17b-693," were changed
editorially by the Revisors to "17b-116 to 17b-138," and "17b-689, 17b-689b," respectively, to
reflect the repeal of certain sections by section 164 of June 18 Sp. Sess. P.A. 97-2); June 30 Sp.
Sess. P.A. 03-3, in repealing Secs. 17b-19, 17b-62 to 17b-65, inclusive, 17b-116, 17b-116a, 17b-
116b, 17b-117, 17b-120, 17b-121, 17b-123, 17b-134, 17b-135, 17b-220, 17b-259 and 17b-287,
authorized deletion of internal references to said sections in this section, effective March 1, 2004;
P.A. 04-76 deleted references to Secs. 17b-118b and 17b-221 that were repealed by the same act.

Sec. 17a-601. (Formerly Sec. 17-257v). Notice to victims of court and board hearings. (a)
For the purposes of this section, "victim" means a person who is a victim of a crime, the legal
representative of such person or a member of a deceased victim's immediate family.

(b) Any court rendering a judgment of acquittal pursuant to section 53a-13 shall make a
specific finding as to whether there is a victim of the act committed by the acquittee and, if so,
whether the victim desires notice pursuant to this section. If the court finds that a victim desires
notice, it shall notify the victim of any hearing held by the court pursuant to section 17a-582 or
17a-593. The court shall, on committing an acquittee to the jurisdiction of the board, identify the
victim to the board and the board shall thereafter make a reasonable effort to notify the victim of
any board hearings or orders or of any escape of the acquittee. The victim may appear at any
court or board hearing concerning the acquittee to make a statement.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 22, 32; P.A. 01-211, S. 7.)

History: Sec. 17-257v transferred to Sec. 17a-601 in 1991; P.A. 01-211 amended Subsec. (a)
to redefine "victim" as a person who is a victim of "a crime" rather than "a class A, B, or C
felony."

Sec. 17a-602. (Formerly Sec. 17-257w). Applicability of sections 17a-580 to 17a-601,
inclusive. (a) Unless otherwise prohibited by law, sections 17a-580 to 17a-601, inclusive, apply
(1) to any person who, on or after July 1, 1985, is found not guilty by reason of mental disease or
defect pursuant to section 53a-13, and (2) to any person who, prior to July 1, 1985, was found



not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect, or guilty but not criminally responsible,
pursuant to section 53a-13, and who, on July 1, 1985, is confined, temporarily confined, or
otherwise subject to court supervision pursuant to section 53a-47 of the general statutes, revision
of 1958, revised to January 1, 1985.

(b) For the purposes of sections 17a-580 to 17a-601, inclusive, and this section, the terms
"acquittee" and "person found not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect" include a person
found guilty but not criminally responsible pursuant to section 53a-13 of the general statutes,
revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 1983.

(c) All persons confined as a danger to themselves or others pursuant to section 53a-47 of the
general statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 1985, shall be deemed committed to the
jurisdiction of the board on July 1, 1985, and for the remainder of the term of commitment. Any
such person may apply to the board for conditional release or to the court for discharge in the
same manner as any person committed to the jurisdiction of the board on or after July 1, 1985.

(d) Any person subject to temporary confinement on July 1, 1985, pursuant to section 53a-47
of the general statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 1985, shall be confined for
examination and a hearing pursuant to section 17a-582.

(P.A. 85-506, S. 23, 32.)
History: Sec. 17-257w transferred to Sec. 17a-602 in 1991.
Annotations to former section 17-257w:
Cited. 200 C. 208.
Subsec. (a):
Cited. 211 C. 591. Cited. 215 C. 675.
Subsec. (c):
Cited. 215 C. 675.

Sec. 17a-603. Court enforcement of statutes and orders. The Superior Court, on
application of the Psychiatric Security Review Board or the Attorney General, may enforce by
appropriate decree or process any provision of sections 17a-580 to 17a-602, inclusive, or any
order of the board rendered in pursuance of any statutory provision.

(P.A. 90-10.)

Secs. 17a-604 to 17a-614. Reserved for future use.


