RULES FOR RECORDING DEVICES AND NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE OF PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD PROCEEDINGS

During Board proceedings when such proceedings are open to the public, as set forth by the law, in particular Connecticut General Statutes, Sections 17a-580 to 17a-602, inclusive, the broadcasting, televising, recording or photographing of the proceedings by news media will be allowed subject to the limitations set forth in these rules:

1. No broadcasting, televising, recording or photographic equipment shall be operated during a recess in Board proceedings.

2. The Chair may be prohibit any use of broadcasting, televising, recording or photographic equipment upon a finding that such use is an unreasonable disturbance of the orderly conduct of hearing. 

3. The hearing room shall be closed to broadcasting, televising, recording or photographic equipment when the proceedings are closed to the public during executive sessions.

4. The Chair or Executive Director may require the pooling of cameras by the news media in the event that the hearing room cannot safely accommodate the number of requests for recording and no other venue is available to hold the hearing.
5. The equipment and operator shall be in a designated position and operated from that position as designated by the Chair or Executive Director.
6. No equipment shall be placed in or removed from the hearing room while the Board is in session.

7. No artificial lighting devices may be used without the approval of the Chair or Executive Director.

Adopted July 25, 2008
CONNECTICUT VALLEY HOSPITAL

OPERATIONAL PROCEDURE MANUAL

SECTION I:
PATIENT FOCUSED FUNCTIONS

CHAPTER 1:
Ethics, Rights, and Responsibilities

PROCEDURE 1.21: Videotaping of Public Hearings held on CVH Campus

Purpose:

To clarify the circumstances and rules governing videotaping of a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226.

Scope: All CVH staff, all contracted staff, any attendees at public meetings as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226

Policy Statement:

The hospital is committed to adhering to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) while protecting the privacy of patients afforded to them through statutory state and federal confidentiality laws. The hospital will work with TV-media personnel and other individuals to ensure mutual cooperation

Definitions:

Patient Care Areas – are defined as any area where patients reside or receive treatment.

Procedure:

Generally public meetings as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 will not be held on the campus of CVH.

Public meetings as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 that take place on the CVH campus will be held in non patient care areas of the CVH Campus.

When patients residing on the CVH campus, including patients under the jurisdiction of the Psychiatric Security Review Board (PSRB) attend public meetings as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226, and it has been determined that the meeting will be videotaped, the patient will be informed of their right to refuse to attend the meeting.

TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 are encouraged to adhere to the following guidelines to balance statutory state and federal confidentiality protections for the individuals served by the hospital with the Connecticut FOIA.

TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 may contact the CEO of CVH seventy- two (72) hours prior to the scheduled meeting to inform him/her of the intent to film the public meeting. This will allow time for the hospital to give adequate notice to patients so that they can decide on whether they wish to waive their right to attend the meeting.

Although failure to give notice does not forfeit TV-Media’s or any other individuals right to tape a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226, the hospital is committed to meeting state and federal confidentiality mandates and will work with TV-Media outlets and other individuals in an effort to gain their cooperation.

TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 shall report to Shew Hall on the hospital campus on the day of the scheduled meeting and make contact with the DMHAS Police-CVH Unit. Videotaping shall be restricted solely to the permissible portions of the public meeting.

TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape a public meeting as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 shall not turn on any camera or other recording equipment until they are within the assigned meeting room and the public meeting has been called to order.

TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape public meetings as defined in CGS 1-225 and 1-226 shall not be permitted to film the interior or exterior of the building in which the meeting is being held.

The DMHAS Police Officers shall monitor all TV-Media outlets and other individuals who wish to videotape public meetings as to the use of their cameras so that the confidentiality of DMHAS patients and patient care areas are protected in accordance with state and federal law.
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