GENERAL NOTICE 14-03

To:

Chief Law Enforcement Officers




Training Officers



Protective Services



Resident Troopers

From:

Thomas E. Flaherty



Police Academy Administrator

Subject:
Council Action – Adoption of an Advisory Model Policy Concerning the



Domestic Violence Lethality Assessment Program
At the regular November, 2014 Meeting of the Police Officer Standards and Training Council on November 13, 2014, the Council adopted the attached documents entitled “Advisory Model Policy – Domestic Violence Lethality Assessment Program”.

This Advisory Model Policy establishes protocol to implement the use of a domestic violence lethality assessment at domestic violence calls for service.

Included with the Model Policy is a copy of a Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for Law Enforcement Officers which contains eleven questions to be asked when the officer(s) determine that family or household members are involved and an assault has occurred.  This Lethality Screen may also be employed when the officer(s) senses the potential for danger is high, the names of the parties or location are repeat names or locations or when the officer(s) training and experience indicates the situation is dangerous.

There is a space on the form to record the response to an open ended question and check blocks to capture additional information.  This form has been provided by the Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CCADV) and has been modified to comply with Connecticut statutory definitions.

Reporting recommendations are included on the last page of the Model Policy urging agencies to forward the Lethality Assessment Screens to their local Domestic Violence Provider by the 15th or each month.

The POST Council has adopted this Advisory Model Policy and screening tool in an effort to identify potentially dangerous circumstances and events as a result of Domestic Violence and reduce the potential for increased violence as well as offer victims the opportunity to consult with Domestic Violence Service Providers. Several law enforcement agencies in Connecticut have implemented a Lethality Assessment Program and this policy is distributed to assist other agencies in the implementation of such a policy in their own jurisdictions.  

This policy can be found at the POST website www.ct.gov/post. 

Questions or comments may be directed to my attention in writing either by e-mail or letter.
