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STATE VICTIM ADVOCATE ANNOUNCES THE CREATION OF A 
SPEAKERS’ BUREAU FOR CRIME VICTIMS 

 
HARTFORD -- State Victim Advocate Michelle Cruz, Esq., has announced the creation 
of a “Speakers’ Bureau” for crime victims, a volunteer opportunity with the Office of the 
Victim Advocate (OVA).  
 
The goal of the “Speakers’ Bureau” is to first educate and equip crime victims and others 
with the knowledge of crime victims’ rights in our state, the criminal justice process, the 
available resources in our state, best practices in advocating for crime victims and how to 
combat vicarious trauma.  Second, members of the Speakers’ Bureau would be notified 
by the OVA of an opportunity to educate their local communities about the rights of 
crime victims in our state and the resources that are available for crime victims. 
 
“Many crime victims, and others on their behalf, have expressed an interest in becoming 
more involved with the daily struggles that crime victims face throughout our state” 
Michelle Cruz stated.  “Those crime victims who have experienced the criminal justice 
system first hand are often in the best position to become a resource for others.” 
  
 The OVA routinely receives requests from local community organizations, schools, non-
profit organizations, community fairs and many others to attend a local event or meeting 
and talk about the rights of crime victims in our state.  However, with the very limited 
staff (3 ½) and resources, the OVA simply cannot be everywhere all of the time. 
 
“The Speakers’ Bureau will aid the OVA in reaching those communities that have 
expressed an interest in learning more about the rights of crime victims while providing 
crime victims with a meaningful outlet to help others in their community,” Cruz stated, 
“In the end, we hope to have a strong coalition of individuals throughout the state 
available to talk about crime victims’ rights and resources, and also, perhaps be a contact 
in their community for the unfortunate new crime victim learning how to navigate the 
criminal justice system.” 
 
For more information about the Speakers’ Bureau— www.ova.state.ct.us  
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