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STATE VICTIM ADVOCATE RESPONDS TO REPORT ON THE MURDER OF 
SHENGYL RASIM RELEASED BY THE OFFICE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY, 

ANSONIA-MILFORD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 

HARTFORD- State Victim Advocate, Michelle Cruz, Esq., criticized the substance of the report, 
released earlier today, from the Office of the State’s Attorney, Ansonia-Milford Judicial District.  
“This report raises a number of questions and concerns and does little to get to the heart of the 
barriers that many victims of domestic violence encounter each day in the State of Connecticut.” 
 
“The OVA, an independent state agency, was created, in part, to conduct investigations and 
identify gaps in services with a goal of improving the delivery of services to victims of crime,” 
stated Ms. Cruz.  “To hamper the efforts of the OVA by postponing the release of materials 
necessary to conduct our inquiry, and further, release a report authored by the agency in the 
middle of the storm who has long standing alliances within the very judicial district where the 
potential gaps in services occurred, is suspect,” added Ms. Cruz.  “Don’t be mistaken, this is not 
a “turf war,”  rather this “report” has ignored systemic failures and downplayed serious gaps in 
services in what can only be interpreted as an attempt to thwart a pending investigative report by 
the OVA.” 
 
On January 20, 2010, the Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) sent a letter of request to the 
West Haven Police Department, as well as other agencies, informing the agency that the OVA 
was conducting a factual inquiry into the circumstances of the murder of Shengyl Rasim.  In 
their refusal to comply with the OVA’s request, the West Haven Police Department referred the 
OVA to State’s Attorney Lawlor.  On April 7, 2010, State’s Attorney Lawlor indicated in an 
email to Michelle Cruz that he spoke to the Chief in West Haven and the reports would be 
released to the OVA “ASAP.”  To date, the OVA has not received any information from the 
West Haven Police Department regarding the murder of Shengyl Rasim.   
 
“If there was a true desire to identify the gaps in services to crime victims in this case, the 
appropriate action would have been to instruct the West Haven Police Department to supply the 
OVA with the requested materials and to work cooperatively with the OVA in its investigation.  
Although my words may not be popular or politically correct, unfortunately the truth rarely is, 
especially when we are talking about saving lives.” 
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