OFFICE OF THE VICTIM ADVOCATE
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

REPORT

December 2, 2008
1. OVA UPDATE

a. Domestic Violence Inquiry:  OVA has initiated a formal investigation into the facts and circumstances of the murder/suicide of Jennifer Magnano and Scott Magnano.  OVA is in the process of reviewing all materials received from various agencies.  The OVA is still waiting for a response from at least one agency.
· Complete a review of all materials

· Develop report with recommendations

· Meet with agencies affected by recommendations

· Release report 
b. Violations of no contact while incarcerated:  The OVA has identified two components to this issue.  One, the inmate mail system at the Department of Correction.  The other, victims that are registered with the Safe at Home program are still being served by marshals and therefore, their addresses are being disclosed by way of service.  After meeting with representatives of the Safe at Home program, the OVA was able to identify that the portion of the statute which requires protocol to notify marshals of the registered participants had not been implemented.  The OVA has confirmed that the protocol has been implemented and marshals now receive an updated list of participants in the Safe at Home program and are required to match it with service requests prior to delivery of service.  This list will be updated semi-annual, more often if needed.
c. Gap in notice to crime victim of appellate/supreme court decisions:  After meeting with the Chief Justice and Attorney Kevin Kane, the OVA has been working diligently with Judge Carroll and Linda Cimino, OVS, to implement notification to victims of appellate decisions.  The OVA is following up on the progress of the implementation.
d. Compensation claims denied based on contributory behavior:  The OVA will consider drafting a legislative proposal and submit to the Governor’s office for review and support.  There is no federal funding implication to change the current policy.
e. Courthouse Security for Victims:  The OVA has attempted to contact the Judicial Marshal Services, without success.  The OVA will continue its efforts to improve security at courthouses for crime victims.
f. Domestic violence victims registered for notification without knowledge:  The OVA met with the Interim Executive Director of CCADV and the local domestic violence director to address the issue of domestic violence victim advocates registering domestic violence victims for notification with DOC without their knowledge.  This practice will addressed with the local domestic violence advocates.
g. Unsolved crimes on playing cards:  No update
h. Melanie Ilene Rieger Conference:  The OVA continues to be a co-sponsor of the conference and will conduct a break out session for the 2009 conference.  The CT Crime Victim Assistance Award nomination forms are on the OVA website and the Melanie Rieger Conference website.  Applications will be accepted beginning Dec. 1st through March 30, 2009.
i. Victim rights in juvenile proceedings:  The OVA continues to address issues of victims’ participation in juvenile proceedings.  The OVA has identified a gap in services and participation to crime victims when a juvenile matter has been referred to a “family with service needs” (FWSN).  The OVA will consider a legislative proposal to address this issue.
j. Critical Incident Response:  The OVA is going to schedule a meeting with representatives of the Chiefs of Police Association and Public Safety EAP to discuss addressing this issue.
k. DMHAS & DOC policy for notification:  A meeting was held on August 12, 2008 with DMHAS, DOC and OVA to review the draft policy that was created in 2005 but never signed.  There then was an email circulation of the new proposal and the final agreement was signed by all parties.
l. Mandated Reporters:  The OVA met with the members of the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA).  The OCA has similar concerns and is conducting a review of the tracking procedures.  The OCA will provide the OVA an opportunity to submit recommendations when their review is complete.  The OVA is concerned: (1) that there is no oversight by any agency when an individual fails to report; (2) that there is no agency that can confirm whether an individual has completed the training;  or (3) that an individual that has failed to report has taken the training as required by law.
m. College and University Grievance Procedures:  The OVA sent letters of request to the largest colleges and universities in the state inquiring about their written policies and procedures for student grievance procedures.  The OVA is still waiting for all responses to be returned.
n. Inmates’ personal websites:  The Governor’s office alerted the OVA to the issue of inmates’ personal websites and the public perception that inmates have access to the internet.  The OVA met with DOC officials to discuss whether inmates are inappropriately benefiting from personal websites that are hosted by a third party.  The DOC will research and consider a regulation, like two other states have done, in the event any improper use is found.
o. Domestic Violence Awareness and Dual Arrest:  The OVA is looking at the issue of domestic violence, response to victims of domestic violence, follow up services to victims, training of police officers and the dual arrest statistics in the state.  In addition, the OVA is looking at other state laws and resources specific to domestic violence.  The OVA is reaching out to domestic violence trainers and others who have an interest.
p. Child Sexual Assault Cases:  The OVA met with the State’s Attorneys and conducted a training regarding the prosecution of child sexual assault cases.  The OVA has received many complaints from victims that these types of cases are rarely prosecuted due to the difficulty with obtaining testimony from child victims.
2. LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

a. Habeas Restructure Working Group:  The final meeting of the focus group will be December 19th at 1:00.  The focus group was able to gather a lot of information regarding the habeas structure and will now assess the information and determine whether to recommend a legislative proposal.
b. Freedom of Information Protections:  The final meeting of the focus group was held on November 18, 2008.  The OVA will submit a draft of the legislative proposal to those interested and move forward with proposal during the 2009 legislative session.
c. 2009 OVA Legislative Package:  The OVA is in the process of prioritizing its legislative proposals and will schedule meetings with agency legislative liaisons, legislative leadership and others once the legislative package has been completed. 
3. Upcoming Projects/Activities

a. OVA Website:  The OVA is consistently adding information to the website.  Tammy McManaway attended a web content training; the OVA can now make changes to the site without contacting DOIT.
b. Internship Program:  The OVA has received an application for a spring intern.  The OVA will be interviewing the applicant.
c. Outreach/Public Awareness:  
· The OVA met with representatives of the Department of Public Safety to discuss a collaborative effort to advise the public of the changes in the missing person laws and the Safe at Home Program.  The OVA will consider ideas suggested at the meeting and look for funding sources to support an event.  
· The OVA is also in the process of publishing its first newsletter, “Victims’ Voice.”  The target date is January 2009.  OVA is currently seeking agencies, other entities and crime victims to submit articles for the newsletter.  The OVA is seeking to utilize the internet for wide distribution of the newsletter, which is more cost effective.
· The OVA participated in training session with the sexual assault advocates to clarify restraining orders and protective orders.  The OVA will develop a restraining/protective order fact sheet to distribute and make available on the OVA website.
· Michelle Cruz and Merit Lajoie attended the National Organization for Victim Assistance annual conference as well as maintained an agency table at the conference.  The conference was well attended and offered over 100 different work shops.
· The OVA has contacted the UCONN School of Law and submitted a proposal for the OVA to conduct a crime victims’ rights class.  UCONN is very interested and the OVA will continue to work with the university.
d. OVA Brochure:  The OVA has revised the brochure and is considering the options for printing the brochure.  The OVA has also developed a quick reference guide brochure for victims of identity theft.  Both brochures are available on the OVA’s website.
e. Training/Staff Development:  Kevin McCarthy has attended “Criminal Justice Cross Training,” OBTS certification training, “Line of Duty Death Seminar” and toured the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME).  Hakima Bey-Coon attended the “Criminal Justice Cross Training” and a tour of the OCME.  Tammy McManaway attended mandatory sexual harassment prevention and diversity training.  Merit Lajoie attended “Criminal Justice Cross Training” and the Domestic Violence 24/7 Forum.  Michelle Cruz attended “Criminal Justice Cross Training”, “Line of duty Death Seminar” and toured the OCME.
f. OVA Committee Membership:  The OVA has provided a list of the Committee and Commissions that the OVA is a member of.  The Victim Advocate has assigned OVA staff to serve as the representative of each committee or commission.  Any questions regarding a specific committee should be addressed to the participant assigned to the committee.[image: image1.png]



