Office of the Victim Advocate
Advisory Committee

Minutes

Date:  May 13, 2008


Meeting convened:  10:05 a.m.

Members present:
Nancy Kushins; Jan Heggie-Margolis; Judge Clifford; Agnes Maldonado (Lisa Holden); Asst. Chief Stephanie Redding; Attorney Trish Froehlich; Cathy Malloy; Mario Gaboury; Bruce Carlson
Members absent:
Attorney Helen McGonigle; Dr. Phil Brewer
Staff Present:
  Michelle Cruz, State Victim Advocate; Merit Lajoie, Hakima Bey-Coon; Dawn Frothingham, Intern
Introductions:  Mario was welcomed back to the Advisory Committee.  Mario represents an educator with expertise in victimology.  Bruce Carlson was also welcomed as a new member.  Bruce is a member of Survivors of Homicide.  Agnes Maldonado is the Interim Executive Director for CCADV, replacing Lisa Holden until the position if filled.  Dawn Frothingham was introduced to the committee.  Dawn is doing an internship at the OVA.
Election of Chair:  Trish made a motion to nominate Janice Heggie-Margolis to become chair of the Advisory Committee.  Mario seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of minutes:  
Date:  January 22, 2008
Motion:  Nancy

Second:  Cathy

DISCUSSION / CHANGES:  On page (2), agency listed as “Office of the Chief State’s Attorney” should be listed as “Prosecutor”.

Committee Vote:  Motion passed; unanimous.

REPORT OF THE VICITM ADVOCATE

TOPIC:  
Notice to crime victims of Appellate decisions
DISCUSSION:  Michelle explained that Judicial has adopted a new policy to notify parties of appellate decisions and this is a problem for crime victims.  As it is now, prosecutors and defense attorneys receive notice of a decision at 9:00 a.m. via email.  At 11:30 a.m. the decision is released to all parties, including the media.  Michelle met with the Chief Justice on Monday and will continue to work with Judicial and the Office of Victim Services to remedy the problem so that victims are not notified of appellate decisions by the media. 
OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending
TOPIC:  
OVS policy for compensation denials based on contributory behavior by the victim
DISCUSSION:  The OVA is conducting an inquiry into compensation claims where a victim has been denied compensation based on the victim’s own contributory behavior in the incident which caused physical injury or death.  The OVA has requested documents from the Office of Victim Services, Judicial Branch, and, once reviewed, will determine further action, if any.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Court house security for victims of crime

DISCUSSION:  The OVA has received information that while some court houses have safety accommodations for crime victims, others do not.  Michelle would like to work with the Judicial Marshal Services to develop standard policies and procedures for court house security, specifically that accommodations are made available to victims attending court proceedings in all CT courts.  Michelle met with the director of the Judicial Marshal Services in February and is awaiting the results of a survey currently being conducted.  Michelle is hoping to develop, publish and make available a brochure that would be in every court to direct crime victims attending court proceedings.  Jan stated that the information is critical to get to victims.  Judge Clifford added that this is going to be difficult because of the unique structure of every court, the available space and the shortage of marshals at this time.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Registration for victim notification without consent of victim
DISCUSSION:  The OVA has received information that victims of domestic violence are being registered for notification with the DOC without the consent of the victim.  The victim then attempts to visit the inmate or send money and is denied because they are registered for notification as a victim.  The OVA is gathering facts and will determine further action, if any.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Unsolved crimes playing cards

DISCUSSION:  Michelle is exploring the idea of unsolved crime information being printed on playing cards and distributed to CT prisons.  This may assist in solving some of the crimes if someone has information about the crime and is willing to come forward.  Michelle spoke with one of the state’s attorneys about the idea but does not recall his name and he has not contacted her since.  

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Trish will send out an email to all of the state’s attorneys to inquire who had an interest in pursuing this idea.

TOPIC:
Habeas re-structure
DISCUSSION:  Michelle will be forming a Habeas Re-structure Working Group to look at the possibility of bringing forth draft legislation for the next session.  Michelle has had a very positive response from agencies and others interested in serving on the working group.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Freedom of information exception for crime victims

DISCUSSION:  Michelle will be forming a Privacy Exception Working Group to study the possibility of creating a freedom of information exception for crime victims.  Several state’s attorneys and crime victims have expressed an interest in serving on the working group.  The working group will look at federal laws as well as other state laws surrounding this issue.  Jan commented that the media does not always need to expose the “details” of an incident.  Judge Clifford stated that tensions have been strained between the media and FOI and that Judicial has worked to become more transparent.  He also stated that the first pilot program for cameras in the courtroom has started in Hartford.
OUTCOME / ACION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Study on funding for offenders v. victims
DISCUSSION:  The OVA’s new intern, Dawn Frothingham, is currently working on a study of funding for offenders v. victims.  The OVA was unsuccessful with the legislative proposal that would require Judicial to employ at least one advocate in every court, including juvenile court.  There is great disparity in the amount of money expended towards offenders and offender programs versus victims.   The OVA recognizes that most money expended towards offenders and offender programs is essential.  However, additional funds must be available for victim services and programs to effectively provide adequate services to crime victims.
OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

TOPIC:
Outreach / Public education

DISCUSSION:  The OVA continues to visit various organization and schools to inform about the OVA and services available to crime victims.  The main concern is that many people, agencies and organizations confuse the OVA and OVS.  Michelle is also considering a proposal to change the name of the OVA.  Mario commented that there was a study group looking at the placement of OVS and the name of the agency.  No changes were made at that time.  Michelle also informed the committee that she is planning an advocate training in the fall focused on the daily operations of the criminal justice process.
OUTCOME / ACTION:  Pending

REPORT OF THE CHAIR

TOPIC: 
Committee member vacancies

DISCUSSION:  Most appointment terms are coming to an end, with the exception of Judge Clifford and Dr. Phil Brewer.  Letters for re-appointment will go out to the appointing authority for those members.  The term of serving on the committee is five years.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  OVA will send out letters and maintain any responses.  Those appointed by a Board of Directors need to remind the board to re-appoint or select a new appointment.
OVA COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES

TOPIC:
Law Enforcement (Stephanie Redding)
DISCUSSION:  Stephanie informed the committee that the New Haven PD has re-instated the Victim Advocate position.  Monique Cain will start again on Monday.  Stephanie also commented on the problem of FOI requests regarding crime scene video tape.  State’s attorneys are exempt so usually the requests are forwarded to the state’s attorney.  There will be a community meeting on home invasion concerns because of the recent violent home invasion in New Haven.
TOPIC:
CCADV (Agnes Maldonado)
DISCUSSION:  Agnes Maldonado has joined CCADV as the Interim Executive Director.  Agnes is the former director of the New Mexico domestic violence organization.
TOPIC:
CONNSACS (Nancy Kushins)
DISCUSSION:  Nancy reported that April was sexual assault awareness month and the 26th Anniversary was celebrated at the Annual meeting in April.  It has been one year now that victim advocates have been apart of the sex offender supervision unit.  CONNSACS has experienced a 5% cut in VOCA funding and the affect has been felt statewide.  The position of Community Educator, funded through DOC, will end in June because of funds.  Rosa DeLauro is supporting a dedicated funding stream for sexual assault service programs.  The nurse examiner legislation did not get passed.  The fiscal note is probably the main reason why.  Jan stated that MADD also lost a staff position, Youth Advocate, from a decrease in VOCA funding.
TOPIC:
Prosecutor (Trish Froehlich)
DISCUSSION:  Impact of the Criminal Justice Reform Bill that affects persistent dangerous felony offenders; (1) creates additional burdens; (2) changes structure; (3) conviction twice for certain crimes; and (4) allows for an explanation on the record for not pursing the charge of persistent offender.  The bill is effective on passage and the funding is available July 1st.

TOPIC:
Survivors of Homicide (Bruce Carlson)
DISCUSSION:  Danielle Rea was elected the new President of SOH.  SOH hosted a reception at the State Capitol for National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, which was very well attended.  SOH organized the Shoe Project at the reception and at the MIR conference; it was a very powerful message.  SOH has new board members; now there are 14 and the board also voted to increase membership to 17.  Cornell Lewis is no longer a board member so SOH is looking for minority representation.  Jim Papillo is a new member of the board.  SOH wants an inquiry of how many persistent offenders are actually incarcerated right now and why isn’t the law being used when it was already on the books?  Judge Clifford commented that plea bargaining sometimes gains convictions of lesser offenses where they may have not gotten a conviction on the original charge.  Trish suggested that SOH board invite the prosecutors to a meeting to explain how they reach decisions on cases when plea bargained, especially for the benefit of the new members of the board.
TOPIC:
Educational community (Mario Gaboury)
DISCUSSION:  Mario is glad to be back on the committee and looking forward to giving the perspective from the educational community.  Mario indicated that he would be looking to contribute information on best practices that are supported by empirical research.  He has been involved in several federally supported projects that provide him access to current evidence-based findings including revising the Federal OVC’s National Victim Assistance Academy and also a presentation for the National Association of VOCA Assistance Administrators on evidence-based practice.
TOPIC:
Member of Victim Advocacy Group (Cathy Malloy)
DISCUSSION:  Cathy informed the committee that her organization is also in deep trouble financially.  Her organization serves 8 towns, they are under paid, turnover is high and it is not realistic to think they can go out of business.  They are seeing an increase of violence of college campuses; kids are home for college now so the violence is brought home; lack of education on campuses; short staff in the ERs; challenge to raise funding; and the issues are still swept under the rug at campuses.  Michelle offered to help by asking colleges what their processes for reporting and handling complaints of sexual assault, which gets us in the door to help educate them.  Talking to moms and dads about pre-perp behavior and prevention-unfortunately funds don’t allow for full programming on prevention.  Stephanie stated that the colleges bus the kids into New Haven and it is a real problem for the police departments.  They are experiencing a high rate of drunken disorderly, high intoxication rates and a lot of Monday morning sexual assaults.  Jan will be willing to help Stephanie with this initiative to stop colleges from busing in kids to avoid drunk driving.
TOPIC:
Judicial (Judge Clifford)
DISCUSSION:  Judicial is disappointed that the funding for marshals was cut; there is some real security concerns in some of the courts.  Chief Justice Rogers, through the creation of the Public Trust Commission, is trying to create a more user friendly court system.  Public hearings have been held and complaints/recommendations are welcome.  The pilot program in Hartford regarding cameras in the courtroom will be evaluated.  The Judicial Media committee has improved communication between the media and courts.  The media could use education on sexual assault cases.  Sex offenders that are being supervised in the community has been a problem because of the housing issue.  More funding is needed in this area.
TOPIC:
MADD (Jan Heggie-Margolis)
DISCUSSION:  The K-6 program has started in New Haven as a pilot project.  The program will incorporate bullying as well.  MADD has a lot of work to do with parents; there is an attitude that “teenage drinking” is a right of passage.  A grant was awarded for Death Notification for Police Officers training in September.  Bad news is statistics are showing a high rate or re-arrests on manslaughter releases.  Legislative session not very successful; did get mandatory ignition interlock on manslaughter 2nd and added assault 2nd.  Funding is an issue; doing a lot of their own fundraising.  Court monitoring program starts in September with a pilot in New Haven.
OTHER BUSINESS

TOPIC:
Guest Speakers
DISCUSSION:  Jan asked committee members if they wanted to invite guest speakers and would that be helpful.  This has been discussed in the past, but no decisions had been made.  The committee unanimously agreed that it would be helpful and the first speaker will be Commissioner Theresa Lantz, Department of Correction.  Jan will contact the Commissioner for the next meeting.  Other guest speakers that were mentioned are Doug Harkins and Monique Cain.

OUTCOME / ACTION:  Michelle and Jan will collaborate for the next meeting.

Trish made a motion to adjourn.  Judge Clifford seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

The next meeting of the Advisory Board is Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.

