Office of the Victim Advocate
Advisory Committee

Legislative Meeting

Minutes

Date:  January 22, 2008


Meeting convened:  10:08 a.m.

Members present:
Lisa Holden; Nancy Kushins; Jan Heggie-Margolis; Judge Clifford; Attorney Helen McGonigle; Dr. Phil Brewer

Members absent:
Asst. Chief Stephanie Redding; Attorney Trish Froehlich; Phil Hamilton; Cathy Malloy

Staff Present:
  Michelle Cruz, State Victim Advocate; Merit Lajoie, Hakima Bey-Coon
TOPIC:
LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES
Office of the Victim Advocate

The OVA will be submitting (2) legislative proposals to the Judiciary Committee for consideration:

· Protective Orders for Sexual Assault Victims- to authorize the court to issue a protective order on behalf of victims of sexual assault.

· Victim Services Advocates in every court- to require the Judicial Branch to provide at least one victim services advocate in every court, including the juvenile courts.

Additional discussion:

· Legislatively changing the name of the Office of the Victim Advocate

· Great deal of confusion between OVA and the Victim Services Advocates

· Commissioner of Victims’ Rights; Director of Victims’ Rights
CCADV

CCADV is looking for the state to fully fund the domestic violence shelters for 24/7 staffing.  

· The 5th year of proposal

· Homeless shelters have staff on nights and weekends

· Met with Governor’s office

· Speaker’s office is having a press conference on 2/14/08

· Additionally looking for advocates in the domestic violence docket courts

Additional discussion:

· Governor’s Sentencing & Parole Review Task Force Report is being released later today
CONNSACS


Connsacs is looking for support for the development of the SANE program (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program).  

· Modeled after Massachusetts

· Regional approach rather than one at each hospital

· Treatment to victims and effectiveness of evidence collection

· Emergency rooms are overcrowded

MADD


Representative Tom Reynolds formed the Teen Driving Task Force.  The recommendations of the task force are:

· Administrative hearings- improvements when a defendant applies to get license back; defense attorneys are turning them into mini trials

· Open container law- loosing transportation money; federal money is being diverted away from DUI enforcement; Police departments don’t set money aside for enforcement; don’t want to compromise DUI checkpoints
· Ignition interlock devices- lessen time to loose license; expand time with interlock device

Additional discussion:

· Physicians send letter to DMV if someone is not fit to drive due to chronic alcohol abuse; DMV does not respond

· Driving is a privilege

Survivors of Homicide

Not present

Judicial Branch

Nothing to report

Prosecutor
Not present

CT Bar Association


Members of the CT Bar Assoc. serve on various committees- Helen is a member of the Victims’ Rights Committee.  It is very difficult, rules of the bar and too much red tape for a committee to recommend specific legislation.  They track bills and jump in on issues that are important.

Additional discussion:

· OVA should do a program for the CT Bar Assoc.  The Victims’ Rights Committee and the Pro-bono committee.
Municipal Police Departments

Not present

Other Business
· Mario Gaboury has been appointed as the educational representative.  Mario has served on the board in the past.
· Barbara Bunk has been contacted and is interested; her name and resume have been sent to Rep. Cafero to consider her appointment.
· Formalize appointment process for members of the board; create draft letter for next meeting
· Statutory changes to OVA statutes not always a good idea.  Open up all the statutes for changes then.
Next meeting:
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 10:00.  The location is to be determined.

Judge Clifford made a motion to adjourn.  Jan seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m.
