Office of the Victim Advocate

 Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2009
Meeting Convened: 
10:13 a.m.
Members Present:  
Andrea Barton-Reeves; Dr. Phil Brewer; Bruce Carlson; Attorney Trish Froehlich; Mario Gaboury; Janice Heggie-Margolis; Nancy Kushins; Asst. Chief Stephanie Redding; Erika Tindill
Members Absent:
Judge Clifford; Cathy Malloy

Staff Present:

Michelle Cruz; Merit Lajoie 
Introductions:  
Janice Heggie-Margolis welcomed the members of the Advisory Board to the meeting and the board members introduced themselves.  
Approval of minutes:



Date:  
June 9, 2009
Motion by:  
Trish Froehlich

Seconded by:  Phil Brewer


Committee Vote:
Motion passed; unanimous

REPORT OF THE VICTIM ADVOCATE

Michelle Cruz discussed the OVA’s Update.  The following discussions/comments were made by the board.
Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims Training – Michelle reported that the June 19, 2009 1st Annual Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims Training was a success.  The training was held at the Legislative Office Building and there were approximately 45 attendees from various victim agencies throughout the state of Connecticut.  As part of the registration process registrants were asked to submit questions prior to the training. We had hoped that having the questions posed prior to the meeting would allow for participants to have their concerns addressed appropriately.  Several of the participants requested more access to the panelists in an open question and answer period.  We will try to accommodate this request for next year’s training.  In the future, we will schedule more time for the panelists. Sarah Powers, Yoga Instructor from West Hartford Yoga demonstrated in a group effort relaxation techniques.

GPS Tracking – Michelle Cruz and Intern Taryn Hull attended a meeting with the Parole Department to see the GPS tracking process.  The meeting was very helpful however the OVA will need to obtain more information prior to proposing any new programs.

Cold Cases – The OVA is currently working with America’s Most Wanted.  America’s Most Wanted may feature one case and the OVA referred two other cold cases.  Currently, the OVA is trying to identify more cases to refer but only at the requests of the family.

Domestic Violence Cases – Michelle stated that the OVA had been receiving complaints about domestic violence cases, specifically regarding protective orders and restraining orders.  The OVA had a conversation with the State’s Attorney and the issue was resolved quietly.

Magnano Report – Michelle Cruz reported that the Magnano Investigative Report is almost complete.  Michelle is in the process of meeting with final agencies before issuing the report.  Michelle will provide each agency with a copy of the section pertaining to their agency.  The 1st or 2nd week in September the OVA should be releasing the report.  
Petit Motion – Michelle mentioned that the OVA filed a motion in the Petit Case.  The following was brought out during the motion.

1. The Defense confirmed that they tried to reach out to the Petit family for restorative justice purposes.

2. The Defense in the future, if they reach out to the family, agreed to clearly identify whom they represent to the Petit family.

3. The Judge went over the timeline for the cases.
Privacy Legislation Article – Michelle mentioned that the Hartford Advocate published an article in their paper regarding the much discussed legislative proposal on Privacy.  The article had the OVA’s position accurate and the article was balanced for both sides of the debate.  Overall, it was a very good article.
Appellate Notification – The OVA is still trying to work with agencies regarding notification of appellate decisions to victims.

Court House Security – The survey of courthouses conducted by Judicial has been completed and a meeting will be scheduled to talk with Judicial regarding the issue.

Legislative Workgroup – During the June 9th Advisory Board Meeting there was a motion to establish a legislative workgroup.  It was discussed that the workgroup would be part of a process to understand the OVA legislative proposal package before the package is distributed.  Michelle Cruz mentioned that in the OVA statutes, the OVA is mandated to propose legislation and resolve victim issues.  The Advisory Board mentioned that the workgroup is not meant to direct the OVA on their legislative proposals.  Michelle noted that the language for the legislative proposals would not be ready for the October/November meeting.  The board mentioned that the former Victim Advocate completely disregarded the board as far as including input in regards to legislation.  The board feels that they should be part of developing the package and part of the process.  The board does not want to be in a position where they would oppose legislative proposals by the OVA.  Michelle disagreed, stating that the make-up of the board itself may cause there to be conflicts with some proposals.  The board believes that creations of the legislative proposals should be shared; however Michelle disagreed stating that each member of the advisory board represents agencies that propose legislation.  The board will attempt to have a process so all members know what legislation is being proposed, so the board does not feel shut-out.  The OVA understands that the board members respective agencies will propose legislation that the OVA will not always agree on and vice versa.  Michelle mentioned that the OVA does not receive enough support from the advisory board on the legislation proposed.  Mario Gaboury stated that there should be clarity regarding the role of the advisory board for legislation.  Michelle stated that at the June 9th meeting she was attacked without warning and after that meeting had a lengthy conversation with Janice Heggie-Margolis and Nancy Kushins.
Mario requested clarification as to how legislation and the Office is run.  Michelle explained that the Office of the Victim Advocate receives about 900 complaints a year. The OVA currently uses a two-prong process to resolve these victim complaints:

1. Some of the complaints are referred to other agencies.
2. Some of the complaints require the OVA to work with both the complainant and the alleged offending agency to resolve the issue(s).  This is conducted quite frequently.

3. Additionally some complaints bring light to systemic issue which must be resolved by way of legislation or policy changes. 

4. There are some cases where the complaint is egregious and as a result, the OVA launches an investigative report.

5. In all cases the OVA is involved from the beginning.

Example:
Investigative Reports – Investigative reports often include policy and/or legislative 


recommendations; the OVA actively solicits the alleged offending agencies participation at all 

levels of the investigation.   

Example:
GPS – The OVA spoke with Linda Blozie (CCADV) regarding GPS and the concerns CCADV 

had about GPS tracking for DV offenders. 
Example:
Focus Groups – The OVA invited many agencies and stakeholders to attend last year’s focus 

group on Habeas and Privacy to obtain input before the proposals were ever considered.  The 

focus groups were very successful to gain information and feedback for the proposal.
Michelle stated that her process is inclusive of all input retained.  In addition, she mentioned that all legislative proposals come directly out of either a victim complaint or an issue that has been identified through working with another agency or victim(s).  Michelle stated that in regards to last year’s Child Impact Statement proposal she did not actively seek out the States Attorney’s support for she never imagined that prosecutors wouldn’t agree on the proposal which helped children our most fragile population. She agreed, however, that her choice left the States Attorney feeling left out and agrees next year to provide a summary of the proposal in November.   

Mario stated that he was very thankful for the information and suggested that as in the past that the board is able to receive the OVA Annual Reports and the OVA’s number of calls per year.

It was suggested that notification of all legislative proposals by the OVA and the board members will be discussed at the November 2009 advisory meeting.  During this meeting there will be discussion on the understanding of the statute, which includes:

· Review and Access Patterns

· Input into Policies Implications

· Evaluation of the OVA – effectiveness of the office 
_________________________________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE CHAIR
The OVA 2008 Report regarding the effectiveness of the office still needs to be completed.  The report will cover from July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009.  Janice Heggie-Margolis stated the sub-committee is gathering information to meet the deadlines set for specific dates. When the report is complete the sub-committee will present the report to Michelle Cruz and then it will be submitted to the Governor.
Janice Heggie-Margolis mentioned that there is currently a vacancy on the board.  It was suggested that a letter from the OVA Advisory Board be walked up to Representative Cafero’s office since he has been contacted numerous times regarding the vacancy and to date we have had no response.  Additionally, Dr. Steve Marans of the Yale Child Study was suggested to fill the vacancy.

Jan reported that there was a 9.7% decrease in Drunk Driving Deaths, and cautions Connecticut’s decline.
OVA COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES

TOPIC:

Mario Gaboury
DISCUSSION:
  Mario Gaboury stated there were no particular updates, however he mentioned:
National Academy – Mario attended the National Academy last week.  Overall numbers were down for the conference.  Mario mentioned that training is necessary and that scholarships are being rewarded for the following advocates:
· New to the field

· Advanced

· Agency Manager/Directors
OVC – The OVC has revised their calendar and a new Director will soon be announced.
MADD– It was noted that due to budget cuts, MADD had to cancel training.  MADD had an increase in victims of 15% by year’s end.
TOPIC:  
Andrea Barton-Reeves
DISCUSSION:  Andrea Barton-Reeves mentioned that the Lawyers for Children’s America proposed legislation “Voice to Children of Domestic Violence”.  This legislative proposal which passed, requires children to testify against parents accused of abuse and/or neglect.  Andrea Barton-Reeves fought against this proposal.
 TOPIC:  
Bruce Carlson
DISCUSSION: No report at this time.
TOPIC:  
Trish Froehlich
DISCUSSION: Trish Froehlich mentioned that the 13 State’s Attorney’s meet monthly and during those meetings victim issues are often discussed.  All the State’s Attorney’s would like to hear about the problems with a prosecutor rather than just going to the individual prosecutor, so they can address the issues in their perspective offices.
Also, she mentioned that with regards to notification to victims it should be suggested that the police include in their report that a card was given to the victim and the victim being notified of an arrest.

Michelle Cruz stated that many of the issues are resolved quietly, however if there is a more serious issue the OVA will go to the State’s Attorney for the Judicial District.  The goal is to restore faith in the system for victims; therefore not every case requires that a call be warranted.  Michelle did suggest that letters can be carbon copied to the State’s Attorney if that would be beneficial.
TOPIC:  
Nancy Kushins
DISCUSSION: Nancy Kushins reported that she had heard from several victim advocates regarding the Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims training.  The advocates found the training helpful and informative.

Nancy mentioned that the economy is affecting agency services.
TOPIC:  
Erika Tindill
DISCUSSION: Erica Tindill stated that CCADV will be launching a Restraining/Protective Order Initiative.  The Joyner/Notice murders went to the round table to discuss what information is available to judges in issuing orders. 

· Input from applicants

· Survey

· Personal Interview

· Telephone Interviews

CCADV will be gathering information from key stakeholders, and then analyzing all the data with the assistance of Dr. Eleanor Lyon, UCONN School of Social Work.  The press asked CCADV to throw the police under the bus; however Erika stated that they are not willing to do that.  Once the report is complete, the report will be issued of its findings and recommendations.
CCADV is currently working with FOX 61/Hartford Courant on a year long community campaign, which stemmed from the murder/suicide of a FOX 61 employee.

The Domestic Violence Awareness for the month of October will be Teen Dating Violence.
TOPIC:  
Dr. Phil Brewer
DISCUSSION: Dr. Brewer mentioned that there is no data available after 1998/1999 regarding intoxicated drivers escaping prosecution through the hospital emergency room system.  The last data found was in a study back in 2002.  Dr. Brewer will continue observation that this occurs and that the drivers are subsequently not being charged, arrested or convicted.  The following information was obtained through the 2002 study.

Out of 98 trauma patients

84/87 
Reports were done by police
78 patients were at a BAC level of .1

9 patients were at a BAC level of .5

6 patients died

5 additional deaths in crashes

28 cases police requested BAC levels

In 59 cases there were no BAC level requests

Out of the 28 cases there were 8 prosecuted and 11 convictions

Dr. Brewer expressed how these statistics are a disservice to victims of these crashes.  There is a delay in citing and arresting drunk drivers.  He stated how there has to be a quicker turn around time with a thorough investigation to include test results.  Dr. Brewer mentioned 8 years ago, physicians were allowed to report to law enforcement.  Out of 300 instances there were 158 chronic abusers with subsequent offenses.  Dr Brewer says we are losing the opportunity to get drunk drivers off the road and need uniformity throughout the state.  The solution would be an ignition interlock device.  Chief Salvatore and Chief Strillacci are interested in a focus group to discuss the matter further.
Additionally, Dr. Brewer mentioned that there are 40 emergency rooms around the state that are not stocked with OVS brochures.  Judicial revised the pamphlet on sex assault victims and are now distributing the revised pamphlets.  Bathrooms will be a good place to hang these brochures.
TOPIC:  
Stephanie Redding
DISCUSSION: Chief Redding reported that budget cuts are creating real problems, which includes a decrease in training.  The New Haven Police Department is going through tough times with layoffs/retirements and they are patiently waiting to hear on grant applications.
Chief Redding introduced Monique Cain the Victim Advocate for New Haven Police Department.  It was noted that funeral benefits are complicated.  The funeral homes won’t work with the families.  They will be trying to educate funeral homes on services.
OTHER BUSINESS

The next meeting of the Advisory Board is Tuesday, November 10th at 10:00 a.m. to be held in Room 1C of the Legislative Office Building.

Motion to Adjourn:

Motion by: Mario Gaboury



Seconded by: Erika Tindill
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
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