Office of the Victim Advocate

 Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2009
Meeting Convened: 
10:20 a.m.
Members Present:  
Dr. Phil Brewer; Bruce Carlson; Judge Clifford; Attorney Trish Froehlich; Mario Gaboury; Janice Heggie-Margolis; Nancy Kushins; Asst. Chief Stephanie Redding
Members Absent:
Cathy Malloy

Staff Present:
Michelle Cruz; Merit Lajoie; Hakima Bey-Coon 
Other Attendees:
Linda Blozie, CCADV Representative; Taryn Hull, OVA Intern; Victoria Tyler, OVA 


Intern; LeeAnn Vertefeuille, OVA Intern
Introductions:  
Janice Heggie-Margolis welcomed the members of the Advisory Board to the meeting and the board members introduced themselves.  Janice introduced the members of the board to the newest member of the OVA Advisory Board, Andrea Barton Reeves.  Andrea Barton Reeves has a practice in Glastonbury and is involved in juvenile matter, probate, family and child protection. 
Approval of minutes:



Date:  
March 10, 2009
Motion by:  
Jan Heggie-Margolis


Seconded by:  Phil Brewer


DISCUSSION/CHANGES:
Janice Heggie-Margolis made a motion to approve the minutes of March 10, 2009 as corrected.
Committee Vote:
Motion passed; unanimous

REPORT OF THE VICTIM ADVOCATE

Michelle Cruz discussed the OVA’s Update.  The following discussions/comments were made by the panel.
Victims’ Voice Day – Victims’ Voice Day was held on March 25th with 28 participating sites.  More than 321 letters of support from victims were collected and sent to legislators and the Governor.  The OVA received a lot of positive feedback and was a good outreach for victims.  The OVA is looking to improve the day for next year.
Melanie Ilene Rieger Conference – The OVA attended and supported the Melanie Ilene Rieger Conference which was held on May 13-14, 2009 at the Maloney Training Center in Cheshire.  Michelle Cruz mentioned that the conference next year will not be held at the Maloney Training Center because of budget restrictions.  Michelle Cruz has made contact with Central Connecticut State University in the attempt to find a location for next years conference.
Victim Rights’ Week – The Connecticut Crime Victims’ Rights Week reception was held on April 28, 2009.  Michelle Cruz was the Mistress of Ceremonies.                                                                                      UCONN School of Law – Michelle Cruz will be teaching a class in the fall of 2009.  The course will be the Evolution of Victims Rights.  Michelle is looking forward to opening a clinic for crime victims.  
OVA Internships – LeeAnn Vertefeuille has a Masters in Criminal Justice, she herself is a victim of a drunken driving accident and she is currently working on the Sexual Assault Policies on College Campuses project. 

Victoria Tyler is currently working a victim case; in addition, she will be working on the following projects:
*
Training for Victim Advocates
*
Domestic Violence Pilot Program
*
Benchmarking practices
*
Legislative Initiatives
*
Emergency Protective Orders
Taryn Hull is currently working on GAL Adult and Juvenile, a meeting was held with Judge Keller on June 4th.  Taryn is working on GPS Tracking for pre-trial offenders.  She has scheduled a meeting with parole for demonstrations for June 24th and she is researching psychological social factors.
Janice Heggie-Margolis wanted the interns to contact the Directors of the victim’s organizations (i.e. CONNSACS, CCADV, etc).  For example:  CCADV has done a lot of research on GPS monitoring which they could share with the OVA.  Michelle Cruz explained that we do reach out to the organizations.  Michelle gave examples of the College Survey Project and the GAL issue when we met with Judge Keller.
Legislation – The OVA’s proposed legislation did not get passed.  The Privacy Exception sparked a lot of discussion, especially among the media.

UPCOMING PROJECTS
Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims -   The OVA will be hosting the Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims on June 19th.  To date we have received 54 registrations with questions pre-submitted to the panel members.  Mario Gaboury mentioned that he would email the evaluation for OVC to the OVA.  Linda Blozie inquired as to how many domestic violence advocates were registered for the training. Additionally, Linda Blozie requests information on our training because she does not want to duplicate the OVA’s efforts in CCADV’s training.
Magnano Report – Michelle Cruz stated that the Magnano Report is almost completed. 

OVA’s Budget - Michelle gave a brief review of the OVA Budget issue.  

CT Bar Association Membership - Mario Gaboury briefly discussed the CT Bar Association and the benefits of their membership.  He mentioned that if Michelle Cruz became a CT Bar Association member she could have 24/7 access to a legal database called “Casemakers” while saving the OVA money. 
Victims’ Voice Newsletter- Michelle Cruz mentioned that the 2nd edition of the Victims’ Voice Newsletter went out via email.  The newsletter is also displayed on the OVA website. 
Court House Space- It has come to Michelle’s attention that Domestic Violence Advocates were evicted from their office space within the court.  Michelle is working with Judicial to remedy the problem.
REPORT OF THE CHAIR
The OVA 2008 Annual Report still needs to be completed.  The goal is to have the report finished by the end of summer.  The Advisory Committee’s November 2007 – June 2008 OVA Annual Evaluation has been completed.  It is the goal of the committee to have the new Advisory Committee Annual Evaluation for July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009 signed by the next meeting on August 11, 2009.  
Janice Heggie-Margolis stated that she and other members of the advisory board feel like “guests” at these meetings instead of truly advising the OVA, as in legislation. She would like the opportunity to make changes to the legislative proposal prior to preparation.  Michelle tries to provide the Advisory Committee with legislative proposals prior to the session and always welcomes feedback.  Michelle stressed that the OVA is an independent agency and that the committee will not always agree with the OVA’s proposal.  Janice Heggie-Margolis noted that the OVA’s Advisory Panels role is:

· Review & Assess the following
· Patterns, treatment & services for victims

· Policies/implementation of the things identified

· Necessary systemic improvements
Michelle attempts to meet with as many agencies and others to review legislative proposals.  Also, two focus groups were established to gather information and input from others.
Motion to establish a work group to create a process for discussing legislative proposals.





Motion by:  
Dr. Phil Brewer


Seconded by:  Janice Heggie-Margolis

Committee Vote:
Motion passed; unanimous

DISCUSSION: The question of how this would work was asked.  Dr. Phil Brewer will create a process and will report to Janice Heggie-Margolis at the August 11th Advisory Board meeting.  Michelle Cruz expressed her opposition to the committee having input with the OVA’s legislative package stating that the committee members may not always agree with an independent state agency whose charge it is to oversee some of the very same agencies the Advisory Board members head.  The committee disagreed with the notion that the OVA is independent in proposing legislation without the input of the Advisory Committee. Bruce Carlson mentioned that in September the committee should have a roundtable discussion on possible legislative proposals from all agency representatives on the board, stating that as a group we work better together.
OVA COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES

TOPIC:

Mario Gaboury
DISCUSSION:
Mario Gaboury made the following suggestions:
NCVLI-   The OVA should obtain membership to the NCVLI as well since they provide published and non-published legal resources.

OVC – The OVC offers free training for Enforcing Legal Rights in an electronic format.
NJ State Crime Victims Law Clinic – The New Jersey Crime Victims Law Clinic has Pro Bono attorneys available.
TOPIC:  
Bruce Carlson
DISCUSSION:  Bruce Carlson who stated that as crime victims, survivors of homicide have the right to be safe.  He mentioned the Bristol case where the perpetrators invaded a person’s home and shot at the police.  Bruce inquired as to whether the out-of-state crimes will be and when they will determine whether to charge the defendant as a serious persistent offender (Connecticut three strikes law).  Dr. Phil Brewer read the statute for the three strikes law for Connecticut or any other state in question.

TOPIC:  
Dr. Phil Brewer
DISCUSSION: There was a discussion of Dr. Brewer’s comments from the last meeting concerning allegations of police dropping off drunk drivers at hospitals without making arrests.  Patricia Froehlich commented that often the police are unable to make arrests at the hospital because the police must arrest by way of a warrant.  Janice Heggie-Margolis suggested that Dr. Brewer report specific concerns to the committee to better address the issue.  Dr. Brewer would like Stephanie Redding to speak to the law enforcement community about making arrests in drunk driving cases.  Michelle Cruz commented that it is un-clear what Dr. Brewer is requesting assistance on.  Janice Heggie-Margolis asked whether it is appropriate for the OVA to ask Troop H for their position on the issue.  Dr. Brewer suggested that the better inquiry would be to the records department of the hospital to see how many subpoenas they received during a certain period.  There was a consensus that Dr. Brewer should give the Advisory Board empirical data on the alleged problem so the board can address it better.
TOPIC:  
Stephanie Redding
DISCUSSION: Stephanie Redding stated that she had met with Eric Holder of the Attorney General’s Office in Washington and he mentioned that Women and Children (VAWA) is on his radar.  He would like to put more money into this area.  She noted that Mr. Holder was very sincere about this topic.  Linda Blozie noted that VAWA is up for reauthorization in either 2010 or 2011.  VAWA sub-committees are forming and they are looking for suggestions.  Linda offered to deliver suggestions on the advisory committee’s behalf.  Additionally, she can provide us with a contact for the heads of the committees.

OTHER BUSINESS

None at this time.

Motion to Adjourn:

Motion by: Mario Gaboury



Seconded by: Patricia Froehlich
The meeting adjourned at 12:14 p.m.
The next meeting of the Advisory Board is Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. to be held in Room 1C of the Legislative Office Building.
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