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Highlights from Public Act 05-287

(An Act Concerning Government Administration)

Summary of Changes in the Ethics Laws*

1.
Mandatory Reporting Requirement (Section 36):

Certain agency heads who have “reasonable cause to believe that a person has violated” the Code of Ethics are now required to report such belief to the Office of State Ethics.  Ethics liaisons are not mandatory reporters.



2.
Gifts between Supervisors and Subordinates (Section 41):
Codified at General Statutes §1-84(p), this new provision prohibits gift-giving between supervisors and subordinates of gifts costing $100 or more.

3.
Gifts to the State (Section 41):
Codified at General Statutes §1-84(q), this provision prohibits a state employee or public official from accepting a “gift to the state” from a regulated donor (i.e., a lobbyist or an entity regulated by, doing business with or seeking to do business with the state agency).

4.
Summary of Code of Ethics for State Contractors (Section 37):
A state agency or quasi-public agency that is seeking a contractor for a large state construction or procurement contract shall provide a summary of state ethics laws (as developed by the Office of State Ethics) to any person seeking such a contract.  Such person must acknowledge receipt and that key employees have read, and understand the summary and agree to comply.  A contract bid cannot be accepted without this acknowledgement.
5.
Improper Behavior during Bidding Process (Section 33):
This provision identifies certain actions as improper behavior during the bidding process or implementation of a contract (i.e., soliciting “inside information”, intentionally submitting false invoices, or circumventing the competitive bidding and ethics laws).

*This summary is unofficial and for the convenience of the reader only.  While every effort was made to provide accurate information, the reader is reminded that the foregoing summarizes only certain provisions of Public Act 05-287, which summary should not be relied upon as law.
6.
Affidavit from Contractor Regarding Consultants (Section 51):
No contract valued at $50,000 or more shall be signed unless a written affidavit is obtained which discloses certain information regarding consultants (other than registered lobbyists) that have been retained in connection with the contract.  If a bidder refuses to submit such affidavit, such bidder is disqualified from consideration.

7.
Solicitation of Gift by State Employee/Public Official Reportable by Regulated Donor (Section 41):

This is an amendment to General Statutes §1-84(m) which prohibits regulated donors from giving gifts to state employees or public officials.  The new provision requires that the regulated donor report to the Office of State Ethics any solicitation of a gift by a state employee or public official.

8.
Definition of “gift” modified (Section 38):

The exemption to the “gift” definition (General Statutes §1-79(e)(2)) regarding “services provided by persons volunteering their time” is now limited to work on a political campaign.

9.
Appointment of Agency Liaison Officer (Section 35):

This provision codifies the requirement that each state agency designate an ethics compliance or liaison officer and sets forth certain roles and responsibilities (e.g., develop policies, monitor compliance, coordinate training, etc.).
