Transportation Strategy Board

Transit Working Group

November 6, 2009

Draft Minutes

Participants:  DECD Commissioner Joan McDonald (TSB), John Filchak (TSB), Lyle Wray (TSB), and Karen Burnaska (TSB).

Also:  Bob Hammersley (OPM), Mike Sanders (ConnDOT), Jim Redeker (ConnDOT), James Rode (SCRCOG), Rick Dunne (Valley COG), Sue Prosi (SWRPA) via phone, and Mike Doyle (Association of Commuter Rail Employees).

It was moved (Filchak) and seconded (McDonald) to approve the minutes of the 4/1/09 conference call.  Motion approved unanimously.

Mike Sanders gave an update of bus operations:

     -ARRA funds – Bus procurement contracts are signed and are being reviewed by the Attorney General’s office.  Twenty buses may arrive in March with others arriving throughout FY10 and FY11. Projects in Norwalk and Bridgeport are progressing.  A $7 million TIGGER grant for stationary fuel cells and hybrid buses was awarded by FTA.

     -The 2010 bus operating budget is $1.5 million short for general service and $1 million short for ADA. There will be no fare increase in FY 10.  The DSS Jobs Access and the municipal matching grant funding is “intact.”  Jim Redeker added that the rail operations budget is short $15-18 million for FY10 and revenue is down 10%.  

     -ConnDOT will submit the grant for full federal funding for the New Britain/Hartford busway in December.  The federal review process should take four months.  However, without new federal funding legislation, the FTA does not have the authority to commit full funding for the project.  In addition, State authorization is needed.  The operating costs for the busway will be in the FY14 budget.  The busway will include 11 stations.  ConnDOT will run the busway.

Com. McDonald presented the DECD long-range plan.  The legislation requiring DECD to develop a strategic economic development plan was approved by the Legislature in June of 2007.  In the winter of 2008, DECD held ten hearings around the State to solicit public input.  The plan includes 65 initiatives.  The plan looks at talent and technology, competitiveness and responsible growth.  Transit is included primarily under competitiveness and responsible growth.  The plan did not advocate for any one funding vehicle either on the national or state level.  The plan did endorse the New Haven/Hartford/Springfield rail line and the New Britain/Hartford busway.

In the discussion that followed Com. McDonald’s presentation, it was stated that Connecticut is dependent on federal funding for transportation infrastructure maintenance and improvement and weak on local funding.  Several people noted that “sub-state” authorization is needed to raise revenue.

Mike Sanders and Karen Burnaska will develop a draft outline for a “white paper” on the mission, governance and metrics of bus transit and forward to working group members for comments.

The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Burnaska

