Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board
December 21, 2004

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Purdue Pharma Conference Room

200 Tresser Blvd., Stamford, CT

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, Commissioner Korta, Joseph Maco, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Gina McCarthy, Commissioner Abromaitis, John Sarantopoulos, Commissioner Boyle, George Giguere, Michael Meotti, John Klein and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan (represented by Undersecretary Smith) and Stephen Cassano.

I. Call to Order

The meeting to order at 8:06 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel recognized Diane Lenkowsky, who welcomed the Board to Purdue Pharma.  Chairman Griebel also welcomed Acting Commissioner Gina McCarthy to her first Board meeting.

Chairman Griebel offered several resolutions recognizing the efforts of  Speaker Lyons, Secretary Ryan and Representative Cocco in support of the Board.  The following are as voted by the Board:

VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Moira Lyons, as Speaker of the House of Representatives to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the implementation of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and General Assembly in January 2003; and further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Speaker Lyons for health, happiness, and success upon retirement from the General Assembly following an exemplary career of public service; and further to direct the Chairman to provide Speaker Lyons with a copy of this resolution.  (Motion: Griebel, 2nd: Korta—voice vote, motion passed).

VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Marc Ryan, as Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the implementation of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and General Assembly in January 2003; and further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Secretary Ryan for health, happiness, and success upon retirement from OPM following an exemplary career of public service; and further to direct the Chairman to provide Secretary Ryan with a copy of this resolution.  (Motion: Griebel, 2nd: Burnaska—voice vote, motion passed).

VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Jacqueline Cocco, as Chairman of the Transportation Committee to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the implementation of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and General Assembly in January 2003; and further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Representative Cocco for health, happiness, and success upon retirement from the General Assembly following an exemplary career of public service; and further to direct the Chairman to provide Representative Cocco with a copy of this resolution.  (Motion: Griebel, 2nd: Klein—voice vote, motion passed).

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Sarantopoulos (2nd: Abromaitis), the minutes from November 2004 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV. Approval of 2005 Meeting Schedule 

Mr. Giguere made a motion to approve the meeting schedule for 2005 (2nd: Stephani)—voice vote, passed.

V. Status/New Initiative Report

Commissioner Korta spoke to several new initiatives related to the New Haven Line service, including locomotives, VRE cars and Maintenance Facilities.  Following the Board’s discussion, Commissioner Korta made a motion to authorize the immediate expenditure of the already-approved rail maintenance facility funds of $14.5 million and an additional $3.5 million from the FY2004-2005 carry-over balance to implement the near-term facility plan, and adjust the TSB 10-Year Funding Plan accordingly (2nd: Stephani).  Board members discussed the importance of approving the motion in order to complete the interim shop in the next 12 to 18 months and implement the near-term facility plan.  Voice vote—motion passed. (Revised status spreadsheet attached)

VI. Other Business 

· Impact Statements-none offered.

· Federal Budget/TEA-21 Update-DOT reported that matters are pending.

VII. TSB Revaluation of Strategy 

Chairman Griebel reviewed a working draft of this document as circulated among members and the public over the last week; he also highlighted a meeting held with the Chairs of the TIAs the previous week to discuss this action.  Chairman Griebel than opened the meeting up to members of the public to offer comment.  Thirty-three attendees offered comment, they included Congressman Shays, Speaker Lyons and several other state legislators, several municipal government leaders as well as stakeholder groups.

Following the public comment period, Chairman Griebel entertained Board discussion, which was brief.  Mr. Klein offered a motion to accept the working draft with the discussed revisions for forwarding to the Governor and General Assembly for their consideration during the 2005 Legislative Session and to authorize the Chairman to make the editorial changes necessary to reflect those revisions (2nd: Meotti)—voice vote, motion passed.

VIII. Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 11:12 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





    R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

