



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

November 30, 2006

Cartus

40 Apple Ridge Road, Danbury, CT

9:00 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Joseph Maco, Commissioner Carpenter, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Stephen Cassano, George Giguere, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella and Lt. David Aflalo.
Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis and Jeffery Klaus.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of the upcoming schedule for Board meetings.  The Chairman also noted that as the Board moves towards the finalization of its revised strategy, discussions on issues will continue, of which Board members will be advised in advance in order to prepare.
Chairman Kelleher mentioned the announcement of non-stop air service from Bradley International Airport to Denver, CO as another step in progressing the strategy at the airport.

Under Secretary Smith introduced Susan Simmat, as a new hire in the Office of Transportation Planning at OPM.
III. Approval of Minutes-November 13, 2006

Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Carpenter) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.
IV. Status of 2005 and 2006 Transportation Initiatives

Charles Barone, ConnDOT presented a review of progress, schedule and impediments of the initiatives resulting from the 2005 and 2006 transportation legislation.  Mr. Barone’s presentation included a review of the New Haven Line fleet replacement program, the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail project and the branch line studies.
Commissioner Carpenter noted that all efforts are being made to expedite progress and delivery on various project as possible.  Chairman Kelleher thanked Commissioner Carpenter for these efforts.

V. Discussion of Potential Modal Recommendations

Under Secretary Smith presented a discussion draft for the purpose of facilitating debate as well as framing issues for the Board’s discussion and development of a revised strategy.  The presentation included elements related to public transportation, rail freight, aviation, maritime and highways.
Board members discussed the process and schedule of developing this revised strategy, various components of the discussion draft and the need to be proactive in developing, funding and planning transportation improvements and enhancements.  Chairman Kelleher asked that a time line, including dates certain, schedules and milestones, be attached to as many projects as possible.  Chairman Kelleher also noted that the overarching vision of the strategy, to achieve a user-friendly transportation system which maximizes customer experience and satisfaction, should be reflected in any projects.

Deputy Commissioner Marrella abstained from discussion on projects related to Tweed Airport, maritime dredging and highway issues.

Under Secretary Smith concluded the discussion by outlining the next steps the Board will undergo in development of the revised strategy.  These include a discussion at the next Board meeting on issues related to finance, land use, transportation demand management and a prioritized list of projects as required by the statues.
VI. Connecticut’s Spending Cap
Discussion on the State’s spending cap was tabled for the next Board meeting.
VII. Other Business

No impact statements or environmental issues were offered.
Chairman Kelleher announced that the next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, December 11th at a location and start time to be determined.  (Previously scheduled meeting for December 4th was cancelled)

VIII. TIA & Public Comment

Judy Gott offered comments relating to the status of the New Britain-Hartford busway.
Eric Brown commented on the focus on Bradley, garnering political support and deficiencies of the 2003 strategy.

Carlene Cutler noted the need to develop stakeholder coordination, and commented on issues related to Shoreline East service and Amtrak.

IX. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 12:14 p.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher







Chairman


