Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

November 16, 2004

Groton Municipal Building

295 Meridian Street

Groton, CT

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, Stephen Cassano, Commissioner Korta, Joseph Maco, Karen Burnaska, Deputy Commissioner David Leff, Commissioner Abromaitis, John Sarantopoulos and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan, Commissioner Boyle, George Giguere, Michael Meotti and John Klein.

I. Call to Order

The meeting to order at 8:15 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel recognized Mayor Dennis Popp, who welcomed the Board to the City of Groton.  Chairman Griebel also reviewed recent correspondences received and sent by the Board.  

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Markowicz (2nd: Korta), the minutes from October 2004 meeting was approved (voice vote).

IV. Presentation: TOD New Britain-Hartford Busway

Linda Osten, CRCOG, reviewed elements of this project funded by the TSB, as well as noting other components to the busway.  Her presentation included review of the project purpose, approach, status, economic benefits, implementation and challenges.

Board discussion focused on the integration of this project with the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail Plan, funding sources and next steps.

V. Presentation: Southeastern CT Intermodal Study

Jim Butler, SECCOG, introduced representatives from TranSystems (the project consultant), who reviewed the study’s finding and recommendations.  The presentation included an overview of the study’s goals, summary of full system recommendations (including services, costs, benefits and funding needs), the likelihood of success, and implementation steps.  Recommendations highlighted the need for a demonstration program, primarily funded by the State.

Board discussion focused on the need for further evaluation, the participation of private stakeholders and funding, as well as the effects on current providers.

VI. Presentation: Bridgeport Feeder Barge Service

Joe Riccio, Bgpt. Port Authority, highlighted those actions that have taken place to move this project forward, including the hiring of a marine transportation consultant, the discussions with the Port of NY/NJ on integration of program with standing operations, the beginning of ramp design, and the preparation and advertising for a terminal operator as well as a tug-barge operator.

Board discussion included a review of possible number of containers on a barge, success of program at other ports, the status of the subsidy from the Port of NY/NJ, the ability to accept RO/RO operation at the Port of NY/NJ, and the pending activities of the next six months.  Mr. Riccio suggested that the goal is to have the project operating within the next six months, spring 2005.  He also will continue to advise the Board as steps are taken toward that goal.

VII. Revision of TSB Strategy 

Chairman Griebel noted that TIAs Updates have been provided, and that the drafting of the revised strategy is underway.  Board members should be aware that this would be the primary agenda item for the December 2004 meeting.

VIII. Public Outreach Project 

Chairman Griebel provided an update on this project, noting that an RFP had been issued and responses due by the end of next week.

IX. Other Business 

· Task Forces Update

· Director, Connecticut Maritime Policy position—Commissioner Korta noted that job specifications had been approved by DAS and OPM and that posting of the job will occur soon.  Chairman Griebel advised Board members that the Commission wouldn’t meet until the director has been hired.

· Incident Management TF cost estimates—Mr. Cassano advised the Board that the TF is continuing to collect and forward this information to OPM in preparation of the Governor’s budget.

· Economic Impact Statements—Chairman Griebel noted that one statement had been provided by CDA on the Synapse Group, Inc. project.

· Environmental Issues—Deputy Commissioner Leff, DEP, spoke to the continued coordination between DOT and DEP on the I84 Project; also that an update will be forthcoming.

· Chairman Griebel reviewed the anticipated agenda for the December 21, 2004 TSB Meeting, advising members that the meeting will be held in the Stamford area; agenda items include:

· Revision of TSB Strategy (ACTION ITEM)

· Miscellaneous

· I95 Southeastern CT Study Update—Carmine Trotta, DOT, reported on the status of this study, noting that final product recommendations are expected in January 2005.

X. TIA & Public Comments 

Jim Butler provided a resolution by the SECCOG endorsing the recommendations of the I95 SECT Study.  Several other individuals did the same, they include: Chris Jennings (Mystic Coast & Country), the Eastern CT Workforce Investment Board, Linnea Lindstrom (Greater Mystic Chamber) and Thomas Sheridan (Chamber of Eastern CT).

(Senator-elect) Representative Stillman thanked the Board for coming to SECT and discussed the barge feeder service project.

XI. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 10:48 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





  


R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

