Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

October 19, 2004

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

Hartford, CT

9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, Stephen Cassano, Commissioner Korta, Commissioner Boyle, Joseph Maco, Karen Burnaska, George Giguere, Acting Commissioner Jane Stahl, John Sarantopoulos and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith), Commissioner Abromaitis, Michael Meotti and John Klein.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel reviewed recent correspondences received and sent by the Board.  

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Stephani (2nd: Markowicz), the minutes from September 2004 meeting was approved (voice vote).

IV. Evaluation of Section 16 Projects 
Mike Sanders, DOT reviewed each of the projects individually, specifically noting that any request for funding are under the premise of adding funding to DOT’s budget in the next fiscal year.

Board members’ discussion included how economical the use of these services are, the subsides per trip on specific services, status of proposed alternatives and recommended revisions to each service, the potential of using private funding, and the possibility of contributions from private employers to supplement some/all of the cost(s).

Mr. Markowicz offered a motion (2nd: Sarantopoulos) to provide a recommendation to the Governor and General Assembly for the continuation of funding of bus services (Section 16 Projects) in the amount of ~$2.2 million annually.  Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Sanders than reviewed the ShoreLine East service and recommendation for continued operational funding.  Mr. Sanders’ overview specifically noted that this service provides the fastest trip from New Haven to Stamford on the New Haven Line, which has resulted in some movement from the MetroNorth service.  

Mr. Cassano offered a motion (2nd: Stephani) to provide a recommendation to the Governor and General Assembly for the continuation of funding of the SLE service (Section 16 Project) in the amount of $2.0 million annually.  Voice vote—motion passed.

Chairman Griebel advised Board members that he would be forwarding these recommendations on behalf of the Board to the appropriate public officials for their considerations.

V. New Haven Line Branchline Study

Jim Boice, DOT, that a scope of this study has been prepared and a request has been forwarded for the State Bond Commission to move this process forward.

VI. Revision of TSB Strategy

Chairman Griebel suggested that no major revision from the January 2003 report should be undertaken; noting that a draft will be available for Board review and discussion soon, which would review the Board and TIAs’ activities. 

VII. Incident Management TF Recommendations 

Mr. Cassano reviewed the Task Force’s report and recommendations.  The highlights of the report noted the need for a unified manual for cross training purposes with a goal of having all responsible parties working together; the need for federal issues to be addressed; and improving the level of communication and cooperation of all stakeholders.  Mr. Cassano also asked Jim Mona, DOT, to review statewide efforts; and Karen Olsen, CRCOG, to review local and regional efforts pertaining to incident management.

Board members discussion focused on private party access to real-time incident management information via computer or cell phone and the relationship with homeland security.

Lt. Pogorski, DPS, noted the recommendation on vehicle clearance policy.

Mr. Sarantopoulos made a motion (2nd: Markowicz) to accept in principle (pending review and finalization of fiscal requests) the recommendations as reported.  Voice vote—motion passed.

VIII. Public Outreach Project 

Chairman Griebel reviewed the process that has begun and review a distributed schedule of activities relative to this process.

Mr. Stephani noted the activities of a transportation task force by a coalition led by CCM; specifically those relative to a polling initiative.

VIII. Other Business 
· Task Forces Update—Commissioner Korta reviewed the agency efforts relative to the recommendations of the Maritime Policy TF.

· Economic Impact Statement—none were offered.

· Environmental Issues—Mr. Giguere asked that an update be provided on his request regarding the previous discussion on I84.

· Chairman Griebel noted the planned schedule for the November 16, 2004 TSB Meeting  (Groton), including:

· SECT Intermodel Study Update

· Feeder Barge Update

· TOD-New Britain-Hartford Busway Update

· 2005 Meeting Schedule

· Miscellaneous—Mr. Boice reviewed a proposal to study congestion pricing, and asked for a letter of support from the Board.  No objection was raised for Chairman Griebel to provide this.

Commissioner Korta reported on the efforts to add seats to the New Haven Line.

IX. TIA & Public Comments 

Judy Gott, I91 TIA, submitted the revised plan of this TIA.

X. Adjournment 
A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 11:50 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





  R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

