



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

September 13, 2006

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

Hartford, Connecticut

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, George Giguere, Commissioner Carpenter, Sean Moore, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Commissioner Abromaitis, Stephen Cassano, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella and Lt. David Aflalo.

Members Absent: Jeffery Klaus.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of the upcoming schedule for Board meeting as well as public hearings.

III. Approval of Minutes-August 29, 2006
Mr. Cassano made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Revised TIA Plans
Chairman Kelleher noted that several revised plans from Transportation Investment Areas (TIAs) were distributed, and that Board members are encouraged to review and consider these as the Board works to revise the transportation strategy.



V. DOT Presentations

Three bureaus of the ConnDOT gave presentation on their major projects, these included Art Gruhn, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Highways and Engineering; Mike Sanders and Eugene Colonese, Bureau of Public Transportation; and Robert Bruno, Bureau of Aviation and Ports.
Mr. Gruhn’s presentation focused on the Department’s efforts along I95, I84, the US7 by-pass in Brookfield, the Route 15 and US7 Interchange and Route 72 relocation in Bristol.
Mr. Sanders and Mr. Colonese’s presentation focused on the Department’s efforts to improve rail services (particularly the procurement of a new rail fleet), the maintenance of public transportation systems, and improvements at the New Haven Terminal Yard, the catenary replacement program, the New Britain-Hartford Busway, as well as rail and transit governance issues.

Mr. Bruno’s presented the top projects of the Bureau of Aviation and Ports, included a review of new terminal development, runway rehabilitation and obstruction analysis at Bradley International Airport; projects at the State’s general aviation airports; and priority projects at the State’s port and ferry facilities.

Following the presentation Board members discussed the duration of highway projects, the applications of a risk assessment in determining highway priorities, the reliance on Federal funding, schedule and service enhancements upon the placement of the VRE rail cars in service, and the funding of capital projects at Bradley International Airport.

Mr. Sanders and Dennis Jolly, ConnDOT provided an overview on the agency’s Transportation Demand Management (TDM) program.  The presentation included review of the regional service delivery model used by the agency, the role of the brokerage agencies, statewide projects to market and promote TDM services and the annual program costs.

Board members discussed the geographical distribution of services and users, the measurement of the affect TDM programs have on mitigation of congestion and the need to establish benchmarks and goals in order to measure these affects.


VI. DEP Presentations

Tracy Babbidge, ConnDEP, provided a presentation on the transportation challenges to achieving clean air quality.  The presentation explained the interaction and connection of air quality and transportation, as well as ConnDEP’s efforts to implement clean car and diesel strategies.

Betsey Wingfield, ConnDEP, gave an overview of DEP’s regulation of transportation projects.  Ms. Wingfield’s presentation focused on the agency’s efforts to work to avoid, minimize or mitigate impacts on natural resources when implementing transportation projects; specifically in relation to the Coastal Management Act, Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Act and the maintenance of water quality standards.  Lastly, Ms. Wingfield provided several recommendations to achieve smoother environmental permitting of transportation projects.
Board members discussed the need and implications of coordinating transportation and land use planning, the addressing of non-attainment issues, as well as the carbon differentiation of newer and older vehicles.
VII. Issue Briefing

Bob Hammersley provided a briefing on Connecticut’s Maritime Issues, which included an overview of issues related to the movement of goods at the State’s ports as well as services providing for the movement of people.  The briefing focused on challenges of a maritime policy to address dredging, port zoning and land use issues.  In addition the recommendations of the Board’s 2003 report as well as the Maritime Commission were reviewed.
VIII. Outreach

Under Secretary Smith noted the outreach efforts to various State Boards and Commissions; input from which was provided to the Board, as well as several other comments received from various stakeholder groups and the public.


Chairman Kelleher asked Board members to review and consider these as the Board works to revise the transportation strategy.




IX. Other Business

An impact statement from Connecticut Development Authority was noted regarding Aetna, Board members were advised that the statement would be further reviewed at the Board’s next meeting.
Chairman Kelleher asked Board members to be prepared to discuss potential recommendations for the Board’s revised transportation strategy report at the Board’s next meeting (October 3rd).  
X. TIA & Public Comments

No comments were offered by representatives of the TIAs or public.
XI. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Carpenter) to adjourn at 11:13 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher





Chairman


