Minutes 

Transportation Strategy Board

July 20, 2004

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Legislative Office Building, Room 1B

Hartford, CT

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, Commissioner James Abromaitis, Commissioner Stephen Korta, John Markowicz, Michael Meotti, John Sarantopoulos, Stephen Cassano, Joseph Maco, Karen Burnaska, and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith), John Klein, Commissioner Spada, George Giguere and Commissioner Arthur Rocque (represented by Deputy Commissioner Stahl).

I. Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel reviewed recent correspondences received and sent by the Board.  Chairman Griebel also welcomed Karen Burnaska as the newest member and thanked Commissioners Spada and Rocque for their involvement and efforts with the Board over the past years.

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Markowicz (2nd: Maco), the minutes from the June 2004 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV.
Section 16 Project Update & Action on TSB Projects/Items (8:15)

Phil Smith reviewed the distributed overviews of the Section 16 Projects listed in Section 4 of PA 04-177 and offered a resolution regarding funding for the continued services, as follows:

The Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) approves the authorization of $4,500,000 from the TSB Project Account to be used by the Department of Transportation as outlined in Section 4(a) of Public Act 04-177 to support the continuation of those Section 16 Projects enumerated.  Specifically, these funds are approved for each projects as outlined by the DOT and in accordance with DOT’s “Section 16 Project Update of June 2004” as presented to and approved by the TSB in the following amounts:

· New Haven Line Commuter Connection Service (Project 170-2306)- $223,029;

· Fairfield County Interregional Service (Project 170-2307)-$786,737;

· Danbury Feeder Service (Project 170-2308)-$201,158;

· Hartford Area Express Service (Project 170-2333)-$804,517;

· Jobs Access for Southeastern Connecticut and Dial-a-Ride (Project 170-2377)-$519,000; and

· ShoreLine East Extended Service (Project 310-0031)-$1,700,000. 

Further, any necessary alternation or modification to these approved amounts or purposes of the above projects should be reported by the DOT to the TSB in a timely manner in order to accommodated uninterrupted service of each of these projects throughout fiscal year 2005.  Such a report/request shall include details on why and how much of a modification is being requested, and shall not be implemented until the requested action is approved by the TSB.

Mr. Stephani made a motion to adopt the resolution (2nd: Smith).  Members discussed.  Commissioner Korta asked Harry Harris to comment on the SLE service.  Mr. Harris noted the need to use two specific crews, changes in the service schedules, and the price of fuel.  Chairman Griebel and Mr. Markowicz asked for a more detailed review of the SLE service at a future Board meeting.  Chairman Griebel also reminded the Board of the statutory requirement for their report to the Governor and General Assembly on these services.  On a voice vote the motion passed.

Mr. Smith asked the Board to recommend that OPM and the DOT seek funding for the capital equipment to expand CHAMP, as follows:

The Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) recommends that the Office of Policy and Management and the Department of Transportation make application to the State Bond Commission to approve the issuance of bonds in order to purchase capital equipment for use in the Connecticut Highway Assistance Motorist Program (CHAMP).  This capital equipment is being requested in order to expand the CHAMP service in accordance with Section 107 of Special Act 04-2 (May Special Session) and as recommended by the TSB in their correspondence to the Governor and General Assembly in October 2003.  The TSB also recommends that the approval of these bonds be acted on in a priority fashion.

Mr. Cassano highlighted the need to address this as a priority item, and moved the motion (2nd: Markowicz).  Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Smith then offered a resolution for the appropriation of diversion plan development and distribution as outlined in Section 3 of PA 04-177, as follows:

The Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) approves the authorization of $60,000 `from the TSB Project Account to be used by the Department of Transportation as outlined in Section 3 of Public Act 04-177 to support the preparation and distribution of highway diversion plans as recommended and acted on by the TSB in their correspondence to the Governor and General Assembly in October 2003.  Specifically, these funds are approved for (1) the preparation and distribution of additional highway to highway diversion plans in the Hartford area, (2) the completion of plans for I-84 from Newtown to the New York State line; (3) to provide electronic versions of diversion plans to responders; and (4) to provide diversion plans on-line where they can be viewed by the public.

Members discussed.  Mr. Cassano moved the motion (2nd: Stephani).  Voice vote—motion passed.

V. Funding & Investment Needs and Public Outreach Project 

Chairman Griebel reviewed what actions and discussions need to occur in order to address and gauge the public’s position on funding and investment needs.  He also reviewed the options that had previously been adopted by the Board; noting that discussion on this agenda item will continue through the balance of the year.

Karen Burnaska highlighted a recent meeting between the CCTIA and Fairfield County legislators.  Commissioner Korta suggested the need to build a consensus of all stakeholders in moving the Board’s recommendations forward.  Commissioner Abromaitis suggested that the business community be involved in the process.  Chairman Griebel asked for these efforts to be reported on at a future meeting of the Board.

Commissioner Korta and Jim Boice reviewed the status and activities regarding TEA21 Reauthorization.

VI. Other Business 

· Task Force(s) Update—no new activity has taken place on either of the task forces.  Commissioner Korta reported that DOT is moving forward on the hiring of a Director of Maritime Policy.  Also, appointments to the Maritime Commission are under review by the Governor’s Office.

· Next TSB Meeting –Chairman Griebel noted the date change for the next TSB meeting to August 24th, and that the meeting will be held in the New Haven area.  Topics covered will be:

· NH-H-S Rail Study

· I95 Southeast Study

· Public Opinion Discussion

· Impact Statements—Commissioner Abromaitis reported on an impact statement for the Hebron Village Green District Project.  An impact statement from CDA on the Eppendorf, Inc. Project in Enfield was also reviewed.

VII. TIA & Public Comment 

Judy Gott, I91 TIA, addressed concerns on the earmarking of projects with the TEA21 Reauthorization legislation and the support for the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail Line.

John Markowicz reviewed the activities of the I395 and Southeastern Connecticut TIAs.

VIII. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 9:15 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





  


R. Nelson Griebel





Chairman

