Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

February 15, 2005

Capital Community College, Centinel Hall

Hartford, CT

9:30 a.m.-noon
Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Gina McCarthy, John Sarantopoulos, Secretary Genuario, Commissioner Korta, Commissioner Boyle, George Giguere, Joseph Maco, Michael Meotti, Stephen Cassano and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis and John Klein.

I. Call to Order

The meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel outline the meeting agenda and welcomed Secretary Genuario to his first meeting as Secretary of OPM.

Chairman Griebel also announced that Mr. Meotti will be resigning from the Board due to professional obligations, and that this would be his final meeting as a Board member.  On a motion from Mr. Cassano (2nd: Markowicz), the Board thanked Mr. Meotti for his efforts, insights and perspectives, and wished him well in all future endeavors (voice vote—motion passed).

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Stephani (2nd: Meotti), the minutes from January 2005 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV. Governor’s Budget Proposal Review—OPM/DOT (9:45)

Chairman Griebel and the Board members thanked the Governor for making a bold initiative the centerpiece of her proposed budget.  Secretary Genuario reviewed key components of the Governor’s proposal, noting that it is intended to build on the work and recommendations of the Board.  Secretary Genuario’s presentation focused on the proposal for additional funding for new rail cars and maintenance facilities on the New Haven Line, I-95 operational and safety improvements in Southwestern Connecticut, improvements and expansion along I95 in Southeastern Connecticut, expansion of transit bus services and improvements to other state and interstate highways.  He also reviewed the proposed financing plan elements to pay for these initiatives.  

Commissioner Korta provided an additional review on the status of TEA-21 Reauthorization.

Board members’ discussion focused on the identification of specific projects, consideration of the Board’s position on tolls/congestion pricing alternatives, the long-term effects of a reliance on the gas tax to fund investments, use of the gross receipts tax and the need for the consideration of future investment in projects such as the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield rail plan.  Mr. Markowicz expressed concern that investments proposed by the Governor need more geographical equability, specifically in relation to the Board’s report of 2003.

Secretary Genuario indicated that the Administration was open to continuing discussion on these initiatives, but warned members that any dialogue should also include addressing any needed revenue in order to fund additional projects/programs.

On a motion by Ms. Burnaska (2nd: Sarantopoulos), the Board voted to endorse the Governor’s proposed budget as follows:

VOTED: The Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) whole-heartedly endorses Governor Rell’s budget as the most significant proposal to address the State’s transportation system of the past two decades.  The Board believes that the Governor’s proposal to invest $1.3 billion in new initiatives represents a serious beginning to implementing the TSB’s strategy. 

Further, the Board would respectfully suggest that following Governor Rell’s lead; the General Assembly has been presented with a unique opportunity to confront the State’s transportation problems. Additionally, several TSB members would like consideration to be given to other issues such as a comprehensive analysis of the viability of implementing tolls along select corridors, as well as addressing the needs for an expanded multimodal system throughout eastern Connecticut and along the I-91, I-84 corridors.



Voice vote—motion passed.
V. I95 Southeastern CT Study Update 

Carmine Trotta and Jim Andrini, DOT, reviewed the final report on this study.  Board discussion focused on the cost of short-term improvements as well as specific aspects and components of these improvements.

VI. Legislative Activities Review & Discussion 

Secretary Genuario reviewed the legislative process in relation to the Governor’s proposed budget for Board members information.

Chairman Griebel noted several TIA meeting he has scheduled through February and March.

VII. Other Business 

· Economic Impact Statements—none provided.

· Environmental Issues—Commissioner McCarthy noted that the March meeting would include a presentation on the State’s dredging issues.

· Chairman Griebel asked if Board members would be willing to reschedule the March TSB meeting from March 15th to the 22nd (Board members will be polled and an announcement would be forthcoming); agenda items for the next meeting include:

· Legislative Session 2005 Review

· SE CT Intermodal Study Update

· NH-H-S Rail Implementation Study Update

· CT Dredging Activities Presentation

· Task Forces Update

· Connecticut Maritime Policy TF

· Incident Management TF

· Miscellaneous

· VRE Rail Cars Status—Commissioner Korta noted that this program continues to move forward.  Commissioner also updated the members on negotiations with Amtrak on the lease and purchase of locomotives.

· Public Opinion Poll Initiative Update—Board members were advised that scope development continues on this project.

· New Britain-Hartford Busway Status—Commissioner Korta reviewed the status of this project as well as DOT’s activities to keep the project on track.

VIII. TIA & Public Comment 

Judy Gott, South Central COG thanked the Board members for their efforts in moving transportation issues forward as evidenced by the Governor’s initiatives.

Robert Wilson, SWRPA suggested that in light of recent discussion a review of their application in 2003 for a value-pricing pilot with FHWA might be warranted.

IX. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 11:48 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





    


R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

