Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

January 5, 2007

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Joseph Maco, Commissioner Carpenter, Under Secretary Philip Smith, George Giguere, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, Jeffery Klaus and Lt. David Aflalo.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis (represented by Larry Lusardi) and Stephen Cassano.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of the process following the submission of the Board’s report to the Governor and General Assembly; which includes a joint public hearing on the report of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding, Transportation and Planning and Development Committees before the end of the month.  

The Chairman noted the progress of the Board to date.  Specifically efforts to provide a report which aligns the strategy and emphasizes key points of maintaining, modernizing and enhancing the current transportation infrastructure; as well as seeking behavior changes to shift commuters to public transportation alternatives.  In addition, chairman Kelleher recognized the relation and linkage of the revised strategy to the key visionary preemies of the Board’s 2003 report.

The Chairman reviewed the Board’s efforts to seek and reach out to various stakeholder groups, noting that in large part the concerns, issues and needs raised by such have been incorporated into the discussion draft.

Lastly, chairman Kelleher spoke to the Board’s adoption and embracing of a results-based strategy.  Which brings speed in execution; focuses on expediting and monitoring the process and progress of implementation; recognizes the value of non-construction solutions; seeks better cooperation and incorporation of available options to enhance the State’s land use planning; recognizes the need to work in cooperation with our neighboring states and regions; and establishes funding alternatives to achieve those priorities identified by the Board. 
III. Approval of Minutes-December 3, 2006

Mr. Giguere made a motion (2nd: Moore) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Review of Draft Report

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the discussion draft as distributed and made a motion to accept and adopt the draft with accompanying revisions (as outlined in the distributed addendum) as well as authorizing the Chairman to incorporate editorial changes as necessary (2nd: Carpenter).
Mr. Giguere made a motion to make revisions (underlined) to page 6 of the draft, as follows:

“Undertake a comprehensive review and analysis of ………… as a means of increasing capacity, raising revenue, and managing transportation demand.  Consideration should be given to the extraordinary length of time it takes from initial planning, to funding, to completion of construction, while congestion continues to grow.  The goal should be to get ahead of the congestion curve.  The review should……..to:  (1) identification of opportunities for tolls and congestion pricing in Ct; particular emphasis should be given to the possible addition of 2 lanes in both directions on I-95 and I-84 from the NY border to the RI and MA borders respectively. In areas where existing R.O.W.’S will not accommodate 4 lanes, elevated construction of 4 lanes over existing roadways should be considered, regardless of cost. State Revenue Bonds guaranteed solely by the income stream derived from the tolls should be investigated as a source of funding for this project, along with the Connecticut DOT joint-venturing with private consortiums.”
No second to the motion was offered.

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to revise page 7 of the draft in order to separate the Board’s recommendation of increasing town aid road (TAR) grant funding and include incentives to encourage Transit Oriented Development (TOD).  Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Giguere made a motion (2nd: Maco) to revise page 6 of the draft in order to incorporate the undertaking of a study on tolls and congestion pricing “as a means of increasing capacity.”  Mr. Maco spoke in favor of the motion.  Deputy Commissioner Marrella expressed concerns; several members noted that a separate recommendation was to undertake a master plan of the State’s highway system, which would address capacity issues.  Mr. Giguere withdrew his motion.
Mr. Giguere expressed concerns with the anti-idling language as incorporated in the Board’s recommendation to increase available truck rest stop parking.  Deputy Commissioner Marrella made a motion (2nd: Smith) to revise to include “and as practicable” as part of the recommendation.  Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to strengthen the Board’s draft regarding staffing issues at the Department of Transportation.  Chairman Kelleher suggested, and it was agreed, that the issue be highlighted as part of the forthcoming transmittal letter. 

Mr. Giguere made a motion (2nd: Maco) to revise language (underlined) on page 13 of the draft, as follows:

“Undertake a comprehensive review and analysis of ………… as a means of increasing capacity, raising revenue, and managing transportation demand.”  

Speaking in opposition to the motion were Under Secretary Smith, Deputy Commissioner Marrella and Chairman Kelleher.  Following discussion, Mr. Giguere withdrew his motion.
Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Marrella) to include a provision for the use of low-impact environmental standards as a part of any rail station parking improvements.  Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Giguere made a motion (2nd: Moore) to consider architectural consistency with surrounding community as a part of any rail station parking improvements.  Voice vote—motion passed.
Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Filchak) to revise pre-approved development areas recommendations (underlined) on page 23 of the draft, as follows:

“the (TSB) is recommending that the state seek legislative authority, this session, for establishment of pre-approved development areas…”

Voice vote—motion passed.

Mr. Filchak made a motion to incorporate a dollar amount to the Board’s recommendation to increase TAR grant funding.  Under Secretary Smith noted that these funds are capped under the State’s Constitutional Spending Cap.  Chairman Kelleher suggested that the body of the report reflect previous action of the Board to recommend increasing TAR funding.  Mr. Filchak withdrew his motion.

Additional Board discussion included the need for new funding dedicated for transportation purposes and the vacancy of representation from Southeastern Connecticut.

Under Secretary Smith restated his motion to approve the adoption of the draft with those revisions approved.  Deputy Commissioner Marrella noted that she will abstain from those recommendations related to the Department of Environmental Protection’s activities concerning Tweed New Haven Airport.  Voice vote—motion passed (Mr. Filchak voted in opposition).
V. Other Business

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the memo outlining the 2007 meeting schedule.  Lt. Aflalo made a motion (2nd: Klaus) to approve the meeting schedule.  Voice vote—motion passed.

Ms. Burnaska noted that she is involved in efforts with the Connecticut Fund for the Environment, regarding the bus study.
VI. TIA & Public Comment

Chairman Kelleher thanked the public for their input over the course of compiling the recommendations in the Board’s report.
Mike Riley complimented the Board’s strategy and commented on the need to dedicate any revenues from electronic tolling to transportation purposes and the lack of funding in the draft for highways.
John Markowicz commented on efforts to provide representation from Southeastern Connecticut and on implementation of the recommendations.

John Atkins spoke to the recommendations regarding responsible growth and the Ambro amendment.

Floyd Lapp offered comments on rail station parking recommendations and congestion pricing.

Andy Markowski, represented the concerns of the Council of Small Towns regarding TAR grant funding levels.

Judy Gott noted the support of the South Central COG for repealing the Ambro amendment and increasing TAR funding.

Eric Brown asked for clarification of the Board’s priorities and need for dedicated funding for transportation purposes.

Don Shubert commented on the State’s dependence on federal funding and the adequacy of current funding to maintain the “state of good repair.”

VII. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 10:26 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher







Chairman

