


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
Yale University
Greenberg Conference Center
New Haven, Connecticut
November 17, 2010
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Sean Moore, Robert Congdon, Mary Glassman, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak, Matthew Nemerson, Jill Kelly and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Acting Commissioner Jeffrey Parker (represented by Tom Maziarz), Acting Commissioner James Thomas (represented by Lt. David Rosado) and Lyle Wray.

I. Call to Order
Chairman Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:18 a.m.

II. Approval of Minutes
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: McDonald) to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed. 

III. Review & Discussion: Draft Summary Strategy of State Transportation Issues 
Chairman Alexander framed the discussion to focus on the economic importance and connection of transportation to the state’s economy.

Mr. Maziarz reviewed the discussion draft that had been provided to the Board members.  Mr. Maziarz presentation focused on Section 3 of the draft, which addresses policies to guide overall investment strategy, the need to increase the level of transportation investment and the defining of strategically important corridors.

Following Mr. Maziarz presentation Board members discussed the need for the development of environment assessment tools, expansion of economic assessments to address/recognize long-term economic benefits of transportation investments, the need to qualify economic and environmental benefits of transportation projects and the linkage of the state’s freight rail system to regional rail systems.  Members also discussed the capital planning process, the need to examine staffing needs to complete capital enhancements to the state’s transportation system and the prioritization of corridors and projects.

IV. TIA & Public Comment
Floyd Lapp, SWRPA, reminded members to consider the Board’s electronic tolling study, which was completed in 2009.

Mike Riley, CT Motor Transport, spoke to the issue of highway user fees and the gross receipt tax.

Eric Brown, CBIA, suggested that integration of economic assessment tools into the transportation planning process would be helpful.

Donna Hamzy, CCM, spoke to the importance of the state’s local road system to the state’s overall transportation network.

Rick Dunne, VCOG, addressed issues regarding revenue sources as well as designation of priority corridors.

The Board adjourned at 12:28 p.m. and reconvened the meeting at 1:06 p.m.
V. Review & Discussion: Working Draft Revised Board Report
Chairman Alexander reviewed the scheduling of the Board issuing its report to the Governor and General Assembly.

Under Secretary Smith provided a presentation on issues and options for financing transportation improvements as well as the draft report.

Following Under Secretary Smith’s presentations Board members discussed the use of a regional sales tax as a means to provide additional investment in the state’s transportation system, the incorporation of the Transportation and Climate Imitative as part of the interstate cooperation portion of the report and the need to address rail station parking issues in the Board’s recommendations.  In addition, Board members discussed the need to better coordinate the state’s deep water ports.

VI. TIA & Public Comment
Catherine Osten, Town of Sprague, addressed issues related to rail freight.

Floyd Lapp, SWRPA, provided comments to the Board related to transit impact fees, BRT, pedestrian-bike issues, high speed rail and incident management.

Rick Dunne, VCOG, suggested the Board give consideration to recommending rail station parking management, as well as spoke to issues regarding rail branch lines and the use of VMT.

Karen Olsen, CRCOG, provided recommendation from the Statewide Incident Management Task Force.

Andrea Aldrich, Town of Darien, spoke to the issue of billboards and emergency management.

VII. Other Business
Board members were reminded that the next meeting is scheduled for December 15th beginning at 10 a.m.  It is planned that the Board will be taking a final vote on the Board’s report and recommendations at this meeting.

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 2:35 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Bruce D. Alexander
Chairperson





