



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

March 20, 2008

Board Room

Bradley International Airport

Windsor Locks, CT

9-11 a.m.

Members present: Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Jill Kelly, Dennis Popp, Commissioner McDonald, Lyle Wray, Fred Wilms, Jeffery Klaus and Roger Joyce.

Members Absent:  Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Acting Commissioner Boice  (represented by Charles Barone), Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith),  Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella) Lyle Wray and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Peter Wack). 

I. Call to Order

On behalf of Chairman Kelleher, Karen Burnaska called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.
II. Chairman’s Comments

Ms. Burnaska noted that Chairman Kelleher was regrettably unable to attend due to a personal issue.
III. Approval of Minutes—January 17, 2008

Ms. Kelly made a motion (2nd: McDonald) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Legislative Update
Under Secretary Smith provided an overview of the 2008 legislative session and Governor Rell’s proposed budget as it relates to transportation issues.  The focus of the presentation was on the proposed reorganization of the ConnDOT and other budgetary proposal resulting from the Governor’s Commission on the Reorganization of ConnDOT’s recommendations.
Members discussed the use of speed cameras and the role of Board members in interacting with the legislature.  Specifically, Mr. Filchak suggested that the Board should play a role in any reorganization of the ConnDOT.  Board members also requested that copies of the Governor Commission’s report be provided to them prior to the Board’s next meeting.  Finally, members discussed the status of the search for the next Commissioner of ConnDOT.
V. Update: TSB Studies

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the status of moving the following studies being conducted by OPM on behalf of the TSB as indicated:
i. Tolls & Congestion Pricing-the RFP was released on Monday, March 17th with a return date of April 21st; targeted completion date is January 1, 2009.  The RFP’s scope builds on the TSB motion authorizing the study in December 2007.
ii. Bradley Governance & Operations-the RFP is expected to be released within the next couple of weeks.
VI. Update: 2005/2006 Transportation Initiatives

Charlie Barone reviewed the status of the initiatives from the 2005 and 2006 legislative sessions.
Following the presentation Board members discussed the cost overruns on the rail maintenance facility and schedule of same, as well as the source of funding to cover these cost overruns; the EIS process and schedule; qualification of operating costs as part of the EIE for the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail project; TOD considerations as a part of each project; review of financing options as part of the EIE for the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail project; holiday service along the ShoreLine East (SLE) service and parking issues at SLE stations.
Mr. Barone noted that ridership along both the SLE and New Haven rail lines were up five and six percent respectfully.

VII. Strategic Overview—Bradley International Airport

Richard Jaworski provided an overview of the strategy governing Bradley International Airport.
Board members discussed issues related to load capacity and the aviation industry’s opinion of regional versus trans-continental service.

VIII. Other Business

Ms. Burnaska introduced Scott Frantz, chairman of the Bradley Board of Directors.

There was no other business brought to the Board’s attention at this meeting.
IX. TIA/Public Comment

Dr. Lapp, SWRPA commented on the process and procedure of the tolls and congestion pricing study.
XI. Adjournment
Prior to adjournment the Board members were taken on a tour of the airport lead by Chairman Scott Frantz of the Bradley Board of Directors.

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at the conclusion of the tour at 11:58 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Karen Burnaska (on behalf of Kevin J. Kelleher)
