



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

May 21, 2009

Legislative Office Building, Room 2A
Hartford, CT

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Commissioner Marie, Sean Moore, Fred Wilms, Dennis Popp, and Jeffery Klaus, Commissioner McDonald, and Roger Joyce.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Marrella), and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Lt. Wack).

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the meeting agenda.

III. Approval of Minutes—March 19, 2009

Ms. Burnaska made a motion (2nd: Marie) to approve the minutes from the last meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Action Item: Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing Study

Chairman Kelleher began the discussion by presenting a historical perspective on the Board’s consideration and discussion on the issue of electronic tolling and congestion pricing.  Chairman Kelleher noted that the recently completed study was intended to provide an educational foundation to continue future dialogue; and was not intended to serve as a vehicle to make, recommend or determine a final outcome on the appropriateness of electronic tolls or congestion pricing in Connecticut.
It was further noted that the Board has made an effort to gather public input and the Board’s next step is to decide what still needs to be done, as well as what concepts (if any) warrant further examination, evaluation and analysis.  

Several Board members discussed the Board’s position as well as issues that were raised during the preceding months.  Mr. Joyce recommended, and several members agreed, that the next steps provide for the inclusion of several criteria as a part of any eventual recommendation or implementation.  These are: 

· a user fee system that will alter behavior and reduce miles driven and congestion;

· an approach that is fair and equitable;

· mass transit options must be available and their use encouraged; and 

· funds collected must be devoted to transportation projects.

In addition, Board members discussed the effect on traffic flow with implementation as well as the need to “package” any recommendation with other transportation improvements.
Commissioner Marie noted that the study was a worthwhile effort in adding to the on-going education and discourse on the issue.  Commissioner Marie further suggested that the development of state and federal budgets may further focus on the need for such discussions and challenges.

Following the Board’s discussion, and based on the discussions in the past, as well as the public hearings, Chairman Kelleher suggested that the Board move cautiously and that the concepts incorporating a vehicle miles traveled (VMT) charge and/or congested corridors were the dominate concepts for this next step.  Board members agreed.  Towards this end, the Board’s future agendas will be structured to provide the Board with further knowledge and a more detailed analysis of opportunities within these concepts.

Lastly, Chairman Kelleher suggested that as the Board works to revise its strategy towards the 2010 timeline that it includes a complete and comprehensive review of options and their short and long-term application.
V. Working Group Update

Chairman Kelleher thanked the working groups in their effort to obtain a greater focus on each component of the state’s transportation strategy.
Mr. Joyce, Ms. Burnaska and Mr. Moore provided updates on the meetings and discussions of the aviation, transit and rail working groups respectfully.

VI. Presentation: State Rail Plan

Commissioner Marie introduced Peter Richter and spoke of efforts to update the state’s rail plan.  Mr. Richter reviewed the plan’s intention to incorporate the Board’s strategy relating to the state’s rail system, including the development and promotion of interregional connectivity and improving the interregional network.
Following the presentation, Board members discussed the desire to provide interconnectivity of state’s rail and aviation components, as well as connections in eastern Connecticut.

VII. Other Business

Commissioner Marie announced that ConnDOT is currently anticipating the establishment of SLE service to New London by year’s end and the agency continues to work towards placing the institutional components to provide for MetroNorth service to Penn Station. 
Chairman Kelleher reminded members that the Board’s next meeting is scheduled for July 16th and will include an aggressive move to continue the Board’s education on electronic tolling as well as an update on the federal stimulus funding by ConnDOT.

VIII. TIA and Public Comment

Mr. Lapp (SWRPA) provided comments on the state rail plan and the electronic tolling and congestion pricing study.
IX. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 9:53 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

